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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE following work is ſomething leſs than an 
entire Tranſlation of the Original, of which a tew 


parts are omitted, and others abridged. The lat- 
ter are, however, rather compreſſed than cur- 
tailed, and the omiſſions are chiefly of thoſe pat. 
ſages which have been diſapproved by an Engliſh 
Journaliſt*, whoſe opinion is a ſufficient authori- 


ty upon the ſubject, and whoſe favourable men- 


tion of the work in general firſt led the Tranfla- 
tor to exert his endeavours upon it. 
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LETTER L. 


Fahlun, July Ep: 1785. | 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Ws | =P; R OM the commencement 
= of! my journey through the kingdom of Sweden, 
I have not had a moment's leiſure for communica- 
tion ; whatever time I have been able to ſpend in 
9 any place has been wholly employed, either i In ac” 
quiring intelligence by my own reſearches, or in 
ſoliciting it from my friends; and the informa- 
bi tion thus obtained I have been careful to note 
and preſerve in my journal. 
Let me now, however, acknowlege che receipt 
of your letter, addreſſed to Copenhagen, which 
came to me at Stockholm, through the means of | 
Þ Mr. the Comte de R. 

I now write from the depths of Dalccarlia, the 
place i in which Guſtavus Vaſa was educated ; and 
in the midſt of thoſe brave Dalecarlians, who, 
| -B- og Eo aero under 
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under his orders, freed their country from a yoke + 


by which it had been oppreſſed for two centuries. 


I arrived at Stockholm by the way of Gotten- 
| burg, Falkioping, Marieſtadt, Orebro, and Arboga, 
and, paſſing from thence to the northward, vilted 
Upfal, and remained ſome days upon an eſtate, 
the owner of which led me to the famous mine 
of Dannemora, ſo rich in iron of the firſt quality. 
At Loſta, the magnificent eſtate of the Baron de 
Geer, I ſpent a day in obſerving the different ope- 
rations of the forges there eſtabliſhed. I then 
went to the cataract Dahl Elbe (or rather the river 
Dahle) which, after ſeparating into two courſes, 
precipitates itſelf over hideous rocks of the height 
of more than lifty feet. The foam of the waters, 
the noiſe produced by their fall, and the height 
of this cataract, form a grand and intereſting _ 
ſpectacle. From thence I went to Gefle, a port 
in the Gulph of Bothnia ; and thus, after a jour- 
ney of two months, arrived at Fahlun. 


After ſeeing the copper mines of this place, I 


propoſe to ſurvey thoſe of ſilver at Sahla ; from 
thence I ſhall go to Nordkiöping, Carlſcroon, and 
Fſtadt, and, making the tour of Scania, ſhall 
return to Helſingbourg, through the oppoſite fide 
of the kingdows- to that by which I paſſed from 


thence to Stockholm: 


From what I have juſt told you, and 10 your 
own i knowledge of the > country | by the map, you 
8 * ill 


A 
will perceive that I did not reach Stockholm by 


the neareſt road; but it was not my purpole in 


viſiting Sweden to confine myſelf in the capital, 
or to follow the ordinary route; on the contrary, 
L intend to obſerve every thing curious, cither in 


the productions of nature or in the performances 
of art; and to make the complete tour of a coun- 


try which intereſts me both by the picturetque 
diſpoſition of its ſcenery, and by the activity, ge- 


nius, and hoſpitality of its inhabitants. In the 
execution of this deſign, I ſhall give particular 


attention to the mines, to the works conſtructed 
at Carlſcroon for the accommodation of a fleet, 


and to thoſe of other parts deſigned for the pro- 
motion of commerce and the eaſe of internal na- 
vigation- j 8 


You would hardly imagine at how little expence 


1 perform my journey. My Ruſſian voiture is 
tolerably light, and the roads are fo good, that 
tour Swediſh horſes, although their ſize is very 
ſmall, and their appearance bad, are every where 


able to draw me; for theſe I pay no more than at 


the rate of ſixteen pence Swediſh ſor each horſe 


per mile, which mile * is nearly as long as two 


common French leagues and a half. 


I ſtop wherever thereisany thing curious enough 
to deſerve notice; but, when there is no invitation 


| of this fort, my Journey is continued by day and 


Thirteen Swediſh miles and a half are reckoned to a degree. 


| 7 | | 5 3 
B 2 5 night 
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night. Indeed the nights, by their clearneſs, are 
as favourable to the traveller as mid-day; and, 
as I am ſeldom without the pen or the pencil in 


my hand, I ſhall be able to furniſh you with ſome 


tolerably exact deſcriptions. For theſe, however, 
you muſt wait my return into Denmark; and, 
till then, you will attribute it to want of oppor- 
tunity for writing long letters, if I ſend you only 
an account of ſuch particulars as may occur du- 
ring the courſe of my journey. 


Let me, however, mention that Sweden conſiſts 


entirely of one continued rock of granite, covered 
in different places, with a greater or leſs quantity 
of earth, which, though agriculture has for ſome 
years been greatly encouraged, is for the moſt part 
badly cultivated. The country is very thinly in- 
habited, and, in ſome diſtricts, I have paſſed _ 
_ through deſerts of twenty or thirty leagues in ex- 
: reat, where one could perceive only a few poor 
| huts placed upon the mould which covers the 
rocks, and overhung by firs, of which there are 
tome immenſe woods, without any mixture of 


other trees. To this account there are, however, 


| ſome exceptions : Sudermania, which I have ſur- 
veyed from one end to the other, and all the 
ſouthern parts of Upland, are well cultivated. 
Scania, which 1 have yet to fee, is faid to be very 
beautiful; and the cultivation of Oſtragothia I: 
much praiſed· But the labour, of the mines, the 
works 
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works which relate to them, the management of 


the forges, and the manners of the people, are 
| ſabjects for inveſtigation, which ſuſſiciently repay 
the trouble of a journey into Sweden. I have 


ſeen amongſt mines of iron, the ſimplicity of the 


golden age; and though in ſome places ſcarcely 
any thing appears to the eye but rocks, whoſe 
bowels contain the materials of ſteel, 1 have there 
found men with hearts uncontaminated by * 
of its qualities. 


The city of Stockholm is well ſituated, and the 


view of i it is highly pictureſque, Here, as in moſt | 
capital cities, the peculiarities of the national dreſs 


are moſt ſtrictly preſerved, eſpecially by thoſe per- 


ſons who frequent the court. Their habits of 


aſſociation are very cheerful ; and the nobility, 


and thoſe who are in general called good compa- 
ny, have manners ſuſliciently cultivated. People 
of diſtinction, merchants, and wealthy perſons, 
afford a ready welcome, and ſhew a ſort of pre- 
judiced kindneſs to ſtrangers. Ihe common pea- 


ple, as in all the other parts of Sweden, make 


their bread but once, or at moſt twice, in the 


year; it conſiſts of rye mixed with oats, and is 


called knikkebroe or kakebroe ; this they form into 


cakes of the ſigure and breadth of a common 


85 plate, and of the thickneſs of a little ſinger, they 
then make a hole in the middle, a.. 4 the ee 
ſtring them together by andrea: ;, and ſuſpend 

them from the cielings of. their houſes, Ihe 


bread 5 


bread of this ſort, although immoderately had, 


is not ill. taſted; and it often appears at the tables 
of perſons of the firſt diſtinction, accompanied 


with wheaten bread of very excellent colour and 


flavour. In times of ſcarcity, and eſpecially in 
the North of Dalecarlia, they add to the meal of 
rye and oats, the bark of the birch tree, well 


broken and ponts ; and this bread becomes 


then ſo hard, that nothing but the tooth of 9 3 


Dalecarlian ſeems able to pcnetrate it. 
Fahlun. I arrived at Fahlun yeſterday (Sunday) 


at fix in the morning, about four-and-twenty 
hours after my departure from Gefle; during the 
7 whole of my journey from Stockholm I Ig ſcen 


only woods and rocks ; judge, therefore, of my 


pleaſure when I found myſelf in the midſt of a | 
town fo well peopled as to be ſaid to contain {e- 


ven thouſand inhabitants. : 
After a ſhort repoſe, I preſented my letter of 


55 recommendation to Mr. Haldin, fiſcal of the 
mines; he received me in the politeſt manner, 
and made me an offer of his table during my 


ſtay here, which I readily accepted. At ner * Þ 
found Mr. Haldin, his lady, his brother, ſecretary 


to the King, and a knight of the polar order, 


ſome oſſicers of the regiment of Dalecarlia, and 


three young ladies, who alone did not ſpeak | 
' French; and who, by their gaiety of manner and 
beauty of countenance, made me regret that I 
had r na opportunity of enjoying their converſe. 


tion. 


'# | 
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tion. After dinner, Mr. Haldin and ſome of the 


officers propoſed to me a walk-in the town and 


its environs. I found the greateſt part of the in- 


habitants of Fahlun to be miners and forgers. 
The houſes, as in the other parts of Sweden, are 
of wood, but there are a tew built of brick and 


ſtone. Thoſe of the governor of the province, 
the ſuperintendant of the mines, the ſiſcal, and 
a few other of the principal oſlicers of the mines, 
the town-houſe, and two large churches, are en- 


tirely of ſtone. There are two paved ſtreets, the 
others are covered with the /coria of copper bro- 


ken and rammed. Having ſurveyed the town, 


we went to Kopparberg, where are the mines; 

I ſaw the different entrances, or wells, at the bot- 
tom of two large excavations, of which one is 
called the grand mine, and the other, which is 


leſs, Loui % Ulrica. From all theſe openings there 


aroſe a thick ſmoke, occaſioned by charcoal fires 


- lighted at the bottom of the mines every Sunday, : 


in the abſence of the workmen, in order to ſoften 


the ore, which they alſo each day ſeparate from 


the rock by the force of gun-powder. _ 
Having finiſhed our walk, we returned home 
: a Mr. Haldin, and found at his houſe a nu- 
merous company, who took tea, and formed 
themſelves into parties for play, which was ſuc- 


ceeded by a ſupper ; there was much gay and 


animated converſation ; and as I had placed my- 
et by 2 "0 who o poke, excellent French, [ paſſed] 


4 . 


TY 


a very delightful evening. Although much fa- 
tigued, I aroſe this morning at three, to have the 


pleaſure of writing this letter to you, and I am 


now in inſtant expectation of returning to view 
the copper mine at Kopparberg, which is about 
half a quarter of a league from the town. I 
| here propoſe to deſcend, and take a ſmall ſub- 
terraneous walk at the depth of more than a 
thouſand feet under ground: if I ſhould chance 
to hear what the Antipodes fay, you may depend 
upon my relating it to you. I did not deſcend 
into the iron mine at Dannemora, although of 
leſs depth than this, becauſe the machine in which 


it is neceſſary to be placed ſeemed ſomething dan- 


gerous, and I perceived no diſpoſition in myſelf 
to be fo born along in the air, when J could ſee 
from the ſcaffold upon the edge of the excava- 
tion, every thing that was done at the bottom of 
the mine. The opening is there a quarter of a 
league in circumference, and the depth of the 
mine between three and four hundred feet. The 
deſcent into the mine of Kopparberg i 18 BY ladders, 


and I have therefore no fear. 
This town, by its ſituation at the foot of the 


mountain, in which is the entrance to the. mine, 
is liable to the inconvenience of being frequently 
| filed with ſmoke, which deſcends upon the firſt 
application of fire to the ore: while I now write, 
ibis ! is ſo ſtrong, that the whole village ap- 


pears 


3 90 LY 
; EY pears enveloped in a thick cloud, and from this 
iſſues a ſmell of ſulphur which is ſcarce ſupport- 
able. The inhabitants, to whom this is familiar, 

' conſider it as a preſervation from the ſtings of 
gnats, of which there is an immenſe nomber 
throughout all Sweden; and pretend that wooden 
houſes impregnated with theſe ſulphureous parti- 
= cles, laſt longer than any others. 
2 Monſieur Haldin now attends to conduct me 
to the mine; I therefore haſten to aſſure you that 
2 1 am, Kc. &c, „ 


he „ - Hellingbmgs _ 
= MY DEAR FRIEND, 


=_ * V. HILE my onlfige in in 
| to Denmark is prevented by a terrible ſtorm, 
which will probably detain me for at leaſt four- 
* and- twenty hours, I am happy to employ my lei- 
ſire in writing to you. You have, by this time, 
Il hope, received a letter, which I ſent to you im- 
br” mediately after my departure for the centre of 
the earth; a journey which I performed ſucceſs. 
fully by che help of ſome bundles of fir chips, 
and which abounds with wonders as much as 


thoſe of the famed ſubterranean traveller Klaas 
: K lim. | 


| For 4 


0 


For four hours which I ſpent in the bowels of 


Kopparberg, and during which, partly by the 


help of ladders, and partly by ſtairs, I de- 


ſcended from one gallery to another, my aſto- 
niſhment increafed at every ſtep. Our deſcent 


was at firſt by a zig-zag ſtaircaſe, formed in an 


excavation of, perhaps, two thouſand feet in cir- 
cumference, and three hundred feet in depth, 
and thus far we were able to proceed by the light 
of the Sun. In a corner, at the bottom of this 

_ ©. excavation, was a wooden hut of ſix or ſeven 
feet in . at che door of which ſtood two 
| figures, half naked, and as black as ink, each of 


whom held in his hand a faggot of lighted fir, 


and, thus equipped, might have paſſed for one of 
Pluto's pages. Here alſo, we found four en- 
trances to the mine itſelf; the moſt convenient 
is that which opens into this hut; but they are 
cach honoured with the name of ſome Swediſh 
: prince or man of rank. Upon our appearance | 
at the door of this, they brought for myſelf and 
ſervant two dreſſes, entirely black, made like 
thoſe of the Heiducs, and intended to ſecure our 
clothes in the narrow paſlages of the galleries. 
I had put on mine, when I perceived my man, 
terrified by the diſmal appearance of my garb, 
and ſtill more by the prayers which our guides 
were offering up for our preſervation and deli- 
verance Rom the mine, refuſing either to put on 
his {caramouch dreſs, or to make any attempt 
| towards 
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towards deſcending farther. Theſe fellow during 
our deſcent of the ſirſt ſtajircaſe, had been enter- 
taining us with ſtories of falling fragments of 
rock, broken ladders, and tudden eruptions of 
water or peſtilential vapours; we had alfo ſeen 


prayers offered up by every workman upon his 


approach to the mine; and theſe circumltances 


had made ſuch an impreſſion upon my young 
Frieze, that nothing lets than the moſt profuſe 
reproaches of his arch could induce him to 
follow me. | 


At length, by 5 50 partly through alleys ſup- 


Ported by timber work, and partly angler vaults. 
ſelf-ſupported, 1 arrived at thoſe vaſt halls, whoſe 
tops and extremities the feeble light of our fag- 
gots co Id not reach. In ſome of "thels halls there 
are forges at which they manufacture and repair 
the tools uſed in the mine; and the heat in them 
is ſo exceſſive, that the workmen are all entirely 

as naked as nature produced them. Others ſerve 


for magazines, either of gun- powder, for the pur. 


poſe of exploſion, or of cords and other neceſſary : 
_ utenſils; and between theſe the communication 
is by the alleys already mentioned. There are 
| ſome of theſe halls in all the galleries, and be- 


tween each gallery are either ſteps or ladders. 
Beſides theſe, there are openings hollowed per- 


pendicularly from the outer ſurface to the lowelt 
gallery, which ſerve for the admiſſion of air, and 
Z through which heavy commodities are lowered : 


in | 


nn 


in barrels, by means of pulleys kept continually 


moving, during the whole time of work. Horſes 


are ſtationed at the top of the mountain, for the 
purpoſe of working theſe pulleys, and the barrels 
are held by iron chains, which are uſed inſtead 


of common ropes, on account of the deſtructive 


quality of the vitriolic and coppery vapours ariſ- 
ing from the bottom of the mine; even the chains 
do not laſt long in theſe vapours, and they, there- 
fore, often uſe ropes made of hog's briſtles or 
cow's hair. On this account, and in order to 
prevent other accidents, the workmen are pro- 
hibited from aſcending or deſcending by the bar- 
rels, and are obliged to uſe the more tedious 
route of the ladders. Theſe openings alſo, with 
the ſubterraneous fires, and other phyſical cauſes, 
9 produce i in the loweſt galleries ſuch currents of air, 
as in ſome places can be ſaid only to reſemble 
tempeſts ; ; but without this method of purification, 
che air would be ſo unfit for breathing, that no 
perſon could exiſt in it for a quarter of an hour. 
The alleys which I have mentioned are ſometimes 
of the height of five or ſix feet, and ſometimes ſo 
low that it is neceſſary to creep along them; in 
theſe the currents of air are the moſt violent and 
dangerous, for it often happens that when a pro- 
fuſe perſpiration has been brought on by the heat 
=" of the forges, you are met by one of theſe cur- 
reats, which are always as cold as ice, and which 
even freeze the ſweat upon your body. 
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The vaults, which are not ſupported by timber, 


preſent ſometimes very remarkable appearances; 
priſms of different ſigures being formed by the 


cryſtallization of the vitriol which trickles down 
them. Imagine a thouſand pointed projections, 
like thoſe in ſugar-candy, but of the length of 


cight, ten, twelve or twenty feet, and of the moſt 
beautiful green colour, hanging from the top of 


theſe vaults, and reflecting the light from their 
various-formed ſides over the ore with which the 


en are filled. 


In a gallery ſeven hundred feet under the ſurface 
of the earth, they diſſolve this vitriol, and force it 


from the mine by a curious hydraulic contrivance. 
The water of a conſiderable ſpring is put in mo- 
tion by a machine worked by horſes; this water 
diſſolves the vitriol, and afterwards precipitates it 
through a trough containing ſome old iron, into 
another. The whole operation, and the labour 


by which it is performed, are ſomething ſingular. 


Four. and- twenty horſes, which, as well as the men, 

relieve each other every ſix hens, keep the ma- 
chine at work both by day and night. The horſes | 
are kept in ſtables in this gallery, with mangers 
hollowed in the rock; and when they have once 
entered the mine, are never ſuffered to leave it, 
*$ but to be exhibited once a year at a ſort of review. 
3 A They are then raiſed and lowered by pulleys and 


bandages, through the openings in which there 


1 
are ladders, in the ſime manner as w ith us horſes 
are hoiſted on board ſhips. 

My curioſity led me as far as the laſt g gallery, 
eleven hundred feet under ground, and in which 
the copper is chiefly worked. Here, notwith- 
ſtanding the exceſſive cold, I again ſaw labourers 

entir oy naked; and though a ſpectator, well 

clothed and covered, may feel himfelf almoſt 
frozen, yet, ſuch is the immenſe exertion uſed in 
hewing the rock, and in ſeparating thoſe parts 
where the ore is found, that theſe men, in pure 
nakedneſs, were entirely covered with ſweat. The 
darkneſs of theſe fubterrancous regions, the ſires 
perccived at different diſtances, the ſort of gloomy 
light which proceeded from them, the naked la- 
bourers, black as the ore at which they worked, 
and ſurrounded by ſparks produced by their ham- 
mers, the noiſe of all this labour and of the hy- 
draulic engines in motion, with the horrible 
figures which from time to time ruſhed paſt me 
\ with torches in their hands, made me doubt a lit- 
le whether I had not really deſcended rather too 
near to Tartarus. Yet this ſcene is not to be 
compared with that which preſented itſelf to me, 
when upon deſcending to the very bottom of the 


mine, I entered a ſort of large hall, the vaults of 'o9 


which were ſupported by pillars cut in the rock, 
and ſurrounded with feats of the ſame material. 15 
Here my two conductors enquiring if I would 
„„ „% not 
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not lit down and liſten to a ſmall piece of muſic, 
the effect of which would ſurpriſe me : © Of 


« what ſort is this muſic ?” ſaid L— It is the 


* ſtrange noiſe,” anſwered they, © which the 
rocks make when, in order to leſſen the trouble 
« of breaking them with an axe, they are blow n 


in pieces by gun- powder.“ | 


My fondneſs for the wonderful, and my re- 
liance upon the prudence of my guides, made me 


comply, upon the condition of their remaining 


with me. They gave me their words for this, 
which they ſaid they might the more caſily keep, 


as this was almoſt the only hall in which there 
was no danger. One of them then left me to give 
his orders, and returned to our ſeat in a minute 
afterwards, where we remained wearicd DY EX- 
pectation, and ſhivering with cold, for a quar ter 
of an hour. I had ſcarcely expreſſed my impa- 


tience, when a diſcharge ſtruck my cars with 


ſuch force as I had never before cxperienced this 
was ſucceeded by a ſudden light, which illumined 


the whole of this ſubterrancous territory, but in 


8 an inſtant vaniſhed, and left us in total darkneſs, 
the concuſſion of the air having extinguiſhed our 
ffaggots. This darkneſs was interrupted only by 
the ſtaſhes from ſuccceding diſcharges, of which 
the light laſted only for a moment, but the ſound 
was long and terribly reverberated in echocs. 
The vaults cracked, We: earth ſhook, and the 


benche: 
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benches on which we fat trembled. I was then 
eleven hundred and thirty-ſix feet beneath the 


ſurface of the earth; and when I caught the ſcent 


of the ſmoke, liſtened to the noiſe of burſting 


rocks, and ſurveyed my guides, my domeſtics 


and myſelf, you will, perhaps, think me excuſable 


if I own that the little hair which nature has left 


me roſe upward with fear. This harmonious mu- 
| fic continued for about half an hour, and left us 


at once to an entire ſilence, which, with the dark- 
neſs of the place and the ſort of ſuffocation pro- 


duced by the ſmoke, ſerved only to prolong my 
terror. I found, however, that this operation was 
repeated every day at noon, during the repaft of 
the workmen, to whom the hall in which I was 
ſeated, and ſome niches cut in the rock, ſerved 


as 2 ſhelter from the violence of the exploſions. 


| Theſe exploſions are neceſſary here, becauſe the Y.. 


rock is very hard, and the miners could not other- 

wiſe proceed above 2 few toiſes in a year. One 

of our guides having, by groping his way, ob- 
tained a light, we returned by a different paſſage, 


not more than half the length of that by which 


we entered. I was Jotalned, however, to oblerve _ 
2 chamber hollowed in the rock, containing a vi 


ſquare table in the middle, ſurrounded by cu- 


ſhioned benches; four chandeliers illuminated 
with wax hung from the top of the vault, and 


the rock was wainſcotted to the height of five 
| "- 1; ets 


5 


feet. In this chamber the council of the mines 
: 4 | twice a year, and there is a kitchen and 
© cellar hewn in the rock, for the accommodation 
of the company who dine in it upon this occa- 
fron. Here alſo I found a {ſmall collation ſent for 
+ me by Mr. Haldin, and you may believe that 5 
thought it a very acceptable preſent. 
. F You can ſcarce 1 imagine the effect of the light 
1 | and air upon my emerging into the warm climate | 
"38 of a moſt beautiful Fes from this vaſt abyſs, in 


8 


5 Which heat, wind, cold, and damps ſucceed each 
4 f 5 - Other i in the moſt extraordinary manner. After 
be - A a little reſt at the entrance of the hut before men- 
63 3 tioned to you, I aſcended the top of the moun- 
4 | 'F un, and, at the houſe of the inſpector, found 
= Mr. and Mad. Haldin with ſome ladies and gen- 5 
be tlemen who had accompanied me thus far in my 
* 7 Way to the mine. Here alſo, I was preſented with : 
e book, in which vas deſired to note my name, 
"Y 3 character, and any thing either of verſe or proſe 
ge, which occurred to my rovetiofion;” This cuſtom 
KY had been mentioned to me at Stockholm, and 
IR I had therefore, prepared ſome lines, containing 
4 # a compliment to the ladies of Fahlun, which 1 


Fn 6 immediately wrote down, and was fortunate 
6 enough to ſind received as an impromptu. In- 
deed the compliment was applicable enough, for 
I found the ladies to whom Mr. Haldin intro- 
7 duced me, lively, beautiful, and of amiable man- 
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hers. But my fubterraneous Journey had fa- 
tigued me ſo much, that after viewing the exte- 
rior works, eſpecially the mechaniſm of the 
pumps, which are always throwing up water 
from the mine, I retired to reſt at my lodgings. 
Theſe pumps are neceſſary to ſecure the mine 
from inundations, and are thus worked. A chain 
of the length of five thouſand feet, compoſed ot 
bars of fir, and conſtructed, on account of the 
vapours, with as little iron as poſſible, is put in 
motion by a ſtream of water led through an 
aqueduct from a lake on the top of the moun- 
| tain, The chain, which is double, draws the 
water from the reſervoir, into which it has been 
forced from the bottom of the mine by the hy- 
draulic engine before mentioned, and the water 
is afterwards conducted by a ſecond aqueduct to 
the bottom of the mountain, and into a river 
which flows through the town. The whole me- 
chaniſm of this operation is the fame as that at 
the iron mine of Dannemora, but with theſe ex- 
ceptions, that the wheel which gives motion to 
the whole, and which at Dannemora is forty- 
four feet in diameter, is here forty-eight ; and 
that at this place they have contrived a bell, 
which rings while the machine moves properly, 
but flops when it is diſordered by the leaſt acci- 
dent. This is the {onal to thoſe appointed to 
Watch the machine, of whom there are always 
two in attendance both by day and night, through 


the 


Uthe whole year. 
kind of box near the middle of the chain, and 


6319 


One of theſe is ſtationed in a 


within hearing of the bell; and it is his duty, with 


7 the aſſiſtance of twelve men, who relieve each 


other in turn, to keep the wheels, pulleys, and 


* RR” 2 


1 
=> 
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10 axles conſtantly ſupplied with greaſe. 


This mine, although nothing is obtained from 
it but copper, contains ſuch a quantity of iron, 


| =o the geomctrician of the place is unable to 


make any uſe of the compaſs in correcting his 


ian of the diſſerent works. 


Having flept for two hours, and dined again 


5 with Mr. „Haldin, 1 went to ſee the different ope- 
> rations through which the ore paſſes before it 
1 5 becomes rough copper. 
ranged and deſcribed: 


Theſe may be thus ar- 


iſt. A pile is raiſed to a certain height, con- 


taining alternate ftrata of copper ore and fir 


Wood; the wood is then lighted, and thus the 
ore is cleaned from the ſulphur, and the rough 


7 ſtone becomes ſeparated. When the wind ſets 
towards the town during this operation, the 
ſmoke and ſtench are fack as can ſcarcely be 
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borne by thoſe not accuſtomed to them. 


a2dly. It is then beaten by means of large ham- 


"x mers, put in motion by A wheel, which 18 acted 
upon by water, and 


I It 1 18 ſmelted 1 in furnaces, 1 in order to be 8 


"09 


athly. 
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4thly. "They roaſt it again, in order to extract 


any heterogeneous matter, eſpecially ſulphur, that ; 


may ſtill remain. And, 


5thly. It is reſmelted. By this laſt operation 


the /coria is made to pals through a hole at the 
top of the farnace, while the metal, running 


through another at the bottom, äs received in 
moulds of ſand, and formed into the ſhape of. 


large bricks“. But though bricks of this ſort 


have been for ſome ycars uſed in building, it is 
by no means certain that houſes formed c of them 


will be able long to refiſt the inclemency of the 
weather. At Dannemora they uſe the fearia of 
iron for the-ſame purpoſe. 


Ihe lumps of rough copper, obtained from 9 


che ore by theſe operations, are ſent to Aveſta, a 


town about four miles from Fahlun, to be re- 
lined. There, ſilver and ſome very ſmall quan- 
titics of gold have at times been extracted from un 
them. I ſaw a medal of this ſilver, ſtruck in the 


year 1758, upon the occaſion of a viſit to the 


mine from the late King and Queen, and his pre- 


tent Majeſty, then Prince We They ſhewed 


*.'Fhe . has, « EE WE le metal gu reſte au fond fort 45 un toi 
menag dans la fartie baſſe du fourneau dans les for mes de ſable, auxquelles ur 
dome la figure de nos plus grandes briques.”” But there is probably ſome 
| miltake here. In the account of the iron mine at Dannemora, the Acer 
of copper is compared with that of iron, with reſpect to its value when 


formed into bricks; it is, therefore, to be ſuppoſed that the * alone 
not the metal, is uſed for that purpoſe — 
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me alſo a ducat made of this gold, extracted at 
| 4 he expence of four times its value; and a very 
1 beautiful red colour, in powder, obtained by 
volatiliſation. 

> My hoſt informs me dinner is ready, and Ia am, 
cherefore, obliged to conclude. The ſtorm con- 
tinucs with the ſame violence, and has raged 
equally for four hours, which 1 have ſpent in 


Hooking over my journal, and writing to you. 


RB The Sound, of which J have a view from my 


window, is furiouſly agitated, and the vellels in 


5 the roads ſhew by their motion the immenſe vio- 


5 7 lence of the waves. 
1 nenburg, 


Elfineur, the caſtle of Cro- 
and the ſhores of Denmark, form the 


9 other parts of this moſt magnificent proſpect. 


7 


| e paſſage; I tremble at the idea of encounter- 


But the ſublime pleaſure. which this ſcene pro- 
duccs, 15 leſſened when 1 conſider the danger of 


1 ing ſuch waves as now riſe to my light, and per- 
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ceive that I ſhall for a long time be condemned 


: to liſten to the clattering windows of this miſe- 
Table f inn. ; 


Adicu. 
I am, KC. Kc. 


I. E T TE R III. 
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. rain and wa ind Bar A 


7 ing conſpired t to prevent my walking out, 1 pro- 
—xcecd to give you ſome farther account o. the cop- 
me 


PET 
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per mine at Fahlun. Upon this ſubject I have 
been favoured with a memoir, from which [ ſhall 


<extract the principal articles. 


te This mine is the moſt ancient of all thoſe of 
copper in Sweden, having ꝓeceived its privi- 
leges ſo far back as the thirteenth century. 
under the kings Waldemar and Magnus La- 
diflaus. Since the year 1581, the government 
has given particular encouragement to the 
working of mines, and has beſtowed upon 


c thoſe of Fahlun all ſorts of privileges, even 


LI 


” 


that of affording protection to perſons accuſed 700 
of crimes not capital. | | 
„The mine is worked by a ſociety or compa- 
| ny, whoſe ſtock is divided into 1200 ſhares, 
and who pay to the crown a fifth part of their 
profit; ; the ore as ſoon as taken from the eart! 


© is ſold by this company to the forge- maſters ; 5 
and each eſtate in the neighbourhood, in pro-: 


portion to its ſize and value, is obliged to fur- 

* niſh a certain quantity of fuel, according to a 
rate ſettled by the king. = 5 N 

< "The ore of the different mines of Koppar- I 

berg is by no means equally rich, ſome yield- 

ing ak; one or two fer cent. of copper, and 


Ne In rg 


ſome twenty or thirty. Indeed, all the mines 
produce much leſs now than they formerlyyx 


did; in the middle of the laſt century 20321 
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ſchiſb of copper were annually obtained from F ; 


hence, but, through the courſe of the preſent 
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„ 
century, the average annual produce has been 
only from 4 to 6 thouſand ſchiſþp. This de- 
creaſe is attributed to the falling in of ſome 
vaults, badly excavated by the miners of for- 
mer times, the ruins of which have ſo choaked 
up the richeſt yeins, that the workmen have 
not yet been able to open them. 
« For ſome years the exportation of copper 
was entirely prohibited, and it is now permit- 
ted only under certain reſtrictions, and to a cer- 
© tain amount. The domeſtic manufactures of | 
this article are now encouraged by high pre- 
miums, eſpecially thoſe gf yellow braſs; and 
thus the moſt beneficial means are uſed to leſ- 
< ſen the exportarioh of i it in i its unmanufactured 
Mate. e 
In this mine Codes hondreg 1 workmen | are ; 
often employed.” 85 8 
Beſides the mines of copper, iron, and filver, 


there! is alſo a gold mine at Adelfors in Smaland; 
but this is worked merely for its ſilver by ſome 
adventurers, who are at preſent ſcarcely paid 


their expences, but proceed] in the © hope of future 


profit. 


The ſilver mine at Sahla i is of confiderakie con- 


| ſequence, but yields to that of jron at Danne- 


trade carried on in the country. 


mora; indeed this laſt may be called the Peru of 


Sweden, exceeding in value thoſe of copper, and 
ſupporting by its produce the greateſt part of the 
ang io barren 


= Os 


( 
is the ſurface of the ſoil in Sweden, that the in- 
habitants may be ſaid to owe their ſubſiſtence to 
the riches thus contained in the bowels of the 
carth. 
have ſeen almoſt all the provinces, and, ex- 
cept Weſtmannia, the northern part of Suderma- 
nia, the ſouthern part of Upland, Oſtrogothia 
and Scania, I can pronounce them to conſiſt only 
of two ſorts of granite, the one reddiſh, and the 
other grey. But in this latter province the ſoil is 
fertile and well cultivated, and, notwithſtanding | 
the great number of inhabitants, they conſume 
only half the corn produced in it, and are able to 
furniſh the reſt in traffic to their neighbours. oy 
The provinces of Weſtragothia, Nericia, Gaſ- 
tricia, and Dalecarlia, with the northern part of 
Upland, and the ſouthern part of Sudermania, 
are only hideous rocks and immenſe deſerts, 
With gloomy woods of fir-trees of thirty or forty 
| leagues in length. In the mountainous country 
there are many indiſputable traces of ſome ter- 
rible revolution of the earth; and the rocks 
| heaped on rocks, in anf be places to a2 
molt aſtoniſhing height, recall the idea of the 
giants wars, or an indecd ſeem to be certain 
proofs of that great convulſion of nature which 
many 4 N believe to have happened, al- 
1 hough 1 in ages ſo remote as to be recorded only 
in the ma Marke of deſtruction and violence which 
wy” remain, At leaſt Sweden, above all other 
| | countries, 
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60 
countries, ſeems to afford the moſt materials for 


the ſupport of ſuch a lyſtem. 
It has ſometimes happened that I have fravelled 


for four-and-twenty hours through woods and 
rocks, in which I have literally ſeen no other ha- 
bitations than thoſe of the Chivergoors, 2 {fort of 
peaſant-poit- maſters, who live at the diſtance of 
two, three, and ſometimes ot four leagues from 
ak other, in wooden cabins, that hold them- 


ſelves, their horſes, and their corn, placed in 4 


{ſmall ſquare ſpot of ground, in which they plant 


hops. Theſe people ſcarcely know the uſe of 


herbs, and eat only bread diluted with milk or | 
water, yet with this they and their families ſeem 


cheerful and contented, and can hardly conceive 


a happier mode of exiſtence than their own. They 


are good natured and honeſt beyond example, and 


are very robuſt and healthy, eſpecially in Dale- 
* carlia. After the age of forty, they permit their 
| beards to grow, and this, joined to one's know- 
ledge of their ſimplicity and frugality, gives them 
a very reſpectable appearance. 


The ſtorm, which I have already mentioned to 


you once or twice, begins to lower, and I have 


hopes of paſſing « over to Elſincur to- -morrow, and 
dining at Droningaard, an eſtate belonging to my 


| friends, 5 When I Rave 1 little re. 


covered from my fatigue,” I ſhall haſten to ſend 


you ſome extracts From. my notes, and to commu- 


nicate the information obtained in a journe 


7 which Icer tainly undertook with very eager hopes, 


and 


( 26 ) 
and in which [I have taſted many varieties of en- 
joyment. 5 
In the mean time I ſeize the opportunity of 
better weather to view the ſituation and the en- 

e of Helſingburg, where now remain, as at 
all times and in all places, 


Vours, &c. &c. 


Droningaard, Sept: 1785. 


MY DEAR FRIEN D, 


s activity and tur- 
| bulence of my life for ſome months paſt, is well 
- contraſted and rewarded by the peacetul ſtate in 
which I now enjoy the kindneſs of my friends, 
and the luxuries of a delightful country: A con- 
venient dwelling, the charms of a cheerful and 
unreſtrained ſociety, and a delicious ſeaſon calling 5 
forth all the beauties of variegated nature, are 
the. principal features of this happy ſcene. We 
have here a wood ſeparated by many pleafing 
walks, and well filled with ſtags and hinds, a no- 
ble lake, and a garden entirely laid out in the 
' Engliſh taſte, with a hermitage, ſhrubberies, ri- 
vulets and caſcades. The hills which riſe on the 
- oppoſite fide of the lake, in ſome places cultivated 
and Jaid out in paſtures, and in others covered 
with villages, Calles and country. houſes, offer 
11 ſuch 
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EG (% 
ſuch 2 continual variety of rural pleaſures, as 
takes off all remembrance of my late fatigues. I 


Have alfo the pleaſure of your correſpondence, 
and the ſatisfaction of hearing frequently from ; 
thoſe 1 in whoſe welfare I am moſt intereſted. 


I ſhallnow proceed with my account of Sweden, 


and, to give ſome order to my deſcriptions, begin 
with Helſingburg, the firſt town at which you 
arrive after quitting | the dominions of Denmark 
at Elſineur. My journal will direct me in this 
| correſpondence, and I ſhall communicate to you 
not only what I have ſeen, but what I have been 
able to learn from good authorities among the 
Swedes themſelyes, upon ſubjects concerning 
which I was defirous of information. I had the 
happineſs of being recommended to perſons who 
were able to give me very exact intelligence, 
and who furniſhed me with ſevyeral memoirs, con- 
taining ſome curious and particular details. 
After dining with the rich merchants, Fenw ick 
and Godin, to whom I had a letter of recom- 
mendation, I embarked at Elfineur, on Friday the 
6th of May, every thing neceſſary having been 


previouſly provided by theſe gentlemen. Thc 


ſtrait which ſeparates Sweden from Denmark, is 
about a mile! in breadth, I paſſed i it in about half 
an hour in as pleaſant weather as could be wiſhed. £ 
The embarkation at Elſineur is performed in 
che moſt convenient and ready manner; but at 


Uclüngparg 
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Ilelſingburg there is not even a quay to receive 


you, and the broken carriage in which you are 


obliged to truſt yourſelf, is in continual danger 


of breaking or falling into the ſea, even though 


it ſhould not be diſturbed by wind. 
On leaving Denmark you are ſtruck with a proſ. 


pect, the beauties of which it is impoſſible to de- 
ſcribe : Elfineur, the caſtle of Cronenburg, with 


its woody heights, the roads filled with veſſels 


of every nation, and the ſhores of Denmark 
crowded with villages, country houſes, and 


woods, combine to produce the delightful effect 


of this extraordinary coup- d' œil. The Sw2diſh 
ſhore, though by no means equally beautiful, 
opens to you ſeveral pictureſque ſituations ; and 
there is a tower of very reſpectable antiquity, 
which, from the top of a high mountain, com- 
mands the town of e ſituated hs 
715 tween it and the found. 
This town contains about ; 
5 Ixleanvna- twelve hundred inhabitants, who 
| Hive chiefly by fiſhing and agricul- 
ture: there are, however, ſome manufactures ; and 
the profitable neighbourhood of Ramlos, where 
the nobility of Scania aſſemble to drink the wa- 


ters in the ſeaſon, gives a tolerably flouriſhing ap- 


pearance to the place, which the continual paſſage 

of travellers between the two kingdoms, and the 
garriſon, conſiſting of a ſquadron of huſſars, alſo 

" contribute : 
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contribute to 1mprove. The ſeaſon at Ramlos 
begins in the middle of July. 

At ſeven in the evening, my voiture being re- 


ſitted and ready, 1 ſet out for Gothenburg, where 
I arrived on ſunday night, exactly cight- and-forty 
| hours after my departure from Helfingburg®. In 
this journey I travelled day and night, and ſtop- 
ped only at a few ſmall places, which ſcarcely 


deſerve the name of towns, ſuch as Engetholm 


in Scania, Laholm, Halmſtadt, Falkenburg, 
Warberg, and Kongſbacka, all in Halland, 'S 
province ſituated along the north ſea, or rather 


along a gulph of that fea, formed between 
Jutland and Sweden, and called Schaggerack or 


This province, in its general af 


Paovines pet, preſents only an hideous object 


„ the eye, and fills the mind with 


| HALLAND. | ideas of ſome terrible devaſtation of 


nature. For the ſpace of eight miles, 
che diſtance between the villages Morop and 


Oſſa, I could not perceive one tree, the humble 
juniper alone growing upon the little moſs which 


covers the rocks. Theſe villages are not leſs 


wretched than the country in which they are ſi- 
tuated ; z you ſee no habitations but thoſe of the 


peaſants, who are obliged to furniſh horſes to tra- 


vellers; : and beet no human being but lome mi- 


* ; 
| The diſtance from Hellngburg to Gothenburg i 15 general! ly e 4 
at. {went y-one Swediſh miles, or fit French leagucs. | 
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ſerable ſhepherds, whoſe ſheep ſtraggle among 
the rocks, in ſearch of the ſcanty moſs which is 
their only food. 


The five miſerable places in Halland, which they 
call towns, are now to be deſcribed. 


= | Halmſtadt, which has a manu- 
HALMSTADT. facture of cloth, and x celebrated 


fiſhery for ſalmon, contains about 
two thouſand inhabitants, and is the only one of 
theſe towns poſſeſſed of walls and gates. It is 


therefore honoured with the fine name of a capi- 
tal, and has a garriſon conſiſting of a company of 
huſſars, of the fame Tent: with thoſe at Hel. 


ſingburg. 
= At Warberg there is alſo a company 
: Was RBU RG. of huſſars, and near it a fortreſs, 


which defends the entrance of a ſort 
of port, into Which ſmall veſſels run for ſhelter. 5 
The inhabitants catch herrings and other fiſh in 
the North Sea; and I am aſſured that this port, 
which is now only ſufficient for a few ſmall pinks, 


would formerly have received the largeſt fleets. 
This decreaſe, as upon the other coaſts of Sweden, 


| has been gradually produced; and is attributed 


by many learned men to the falling of the ſea, 
which they believe to have retired from all the 


_ coaſts of this kingdom. I ſhall . take 1 


this ſubject hereafter. 


1 e Laholm, where L t the ruins of 
MH 9 1 0s Which had conſumed half the 
den : 


0 W 3 . : * a ++ 7 
R on $4 Xt; x 6 
av. Pf q 3 
> _ bo 
- * 7 * be T4 
£S, * 53 fan "a9 4 


EY 
5 £ 


5 W Mountain) a little hamlet "+ 


„ 


town before my arrival, I met the Swediſh colo- 


nel, Wrangel, who as well as myſelf, waited for 
horſes. He told me that he had ſerved in France 


in the war of 1744, and was at the taking of 
Bergen-op-Zoom, where he became very well 


acquainted with Dutch bravery. That after the 


peace he had taken a journey into Holland, to 
' which country he was ſo much attached, that he 
never received a greater pleaſure than when he 
Was fortunate enough to meet a Dutchman. . 
teſtimony of this good will, he made me partake 
of his proviſions ; and we drank together to the 
proſperity of a country which, at the age of 
more than ſixty, he profeſſed himſelf every day 
inclined to re- viſit. Upon our parting, he gave 


me ſome inſtructions for my journey, which * 


afterwards found very ſerviceable. 


At Kongſbacka (or King 


cu 


which I changed horſes, two 


miles on this ſide Gothenburg, met General 
Daniel, the governor of that city and of the 
province of Weſtragothia, of which it is the ca- 
pital. He was going, in quality of inſpector, to 
review ſome regiments in garriſon in Scania. 
When preſented myſelf to his Excellency, he 
received me with great politeneſs, gave me a re- 


commendation to the Count de Saltze, com- 


mandant of Gothen N and lamented that! 


| Diould 
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| ſhould come into his government at a time when 


he was unable to pay me the honours. 
During my whole journcy, the provi- 


Inxs. ſions put into my wallet at Droningaard 


by my friends the C... s were very uſe- 
ful; and prevented my complaining of a country 
which, at the places where you are obliged to 
change horſes, affords no other ſort of refreſh- 


ment than ſome excellent milk, and bread of 
the fort deſcribed to you in my letter from Fah- 
lun. I found the inns upon this road, as in all 
the other parts of Sweden, very miſerable. The 
| houſes, being all of wood, and never waſhed, 
abound, in ſummer, with every ſort of vermin ; 
and the little cribs without curtains expoſe you 
to the piercing ſtings of a moſt dreadful number 
of gnats, while the beds themſelves contain va- 


rious ſorts of inſets againſt which even the mat- 


treſs that I carried with me proved a very feeble 
defence. 


You are e recoinpenled,; however, far 


| Roaps.. the fare, and the beds at the 1 inns, by 


the excellence of the roads, which, 
though : a little rough in ſome parts of the moun- 


tainous country, may rival thoſe ſo much boaſted 
of in England, The bottom of theſe, except in | 
Scania, where there is a good deal of ſand, is a 
hard rock ; and their breadth is ſuch, that four 


voitures may eaſily paſs at a time, even in the 


lay 
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| lay upon the top, is alſo ſo beaten and compact- 


ed, as to have no where any appearance of a rut. 
This is to be underſtood, however, chieily of the 
high roads and thoſe they call royal; and upon 


theſe you may travel with great eaſe and rapidi- 
ty, the horſes, though N ſmall, „ being ſtrong 
and ſwift. 


The order eſtabliſhed 3 in this conduct 


Pos rs. of theſe, is very convenient to ſtrangers 


and travellers, but equally burthenſome 


3 the peaſants, and highly prejudicial to agri- 
culture. Of this you may judge from the fol- 
lowing account. In all the high, and even in 


the croſs roads, poſt-maſters are appointed (chi- 


 werhoors) who are alſo a ſort of innkeepers (ga/{- 


vry-hous and have under their direction a der- 


tain number of peaſants. The peaſants, in their 
turn, and according to the value of their farms, 
are obliged to provide one, or, ſometimes, two 
ſervants, with one, two, three, four, 6r more 
horſes, which remain in waiting for twenty-four 
hours, and are then ſucceeded by others. If any 
traveller arrives, they are paid for their time and 
trouble, if not, they loſe both. You muſt per- 
ceive that theſe ſervices are very oppreſſive, and 
cannot be performed without great detriment to 
the cultivation of eſtates, although they are not 
very rigorouſly demanded, eſpecially ; in the time 
of harveſt. The horſes are by no means aways 
in Waiting; ; and — you ſend forward a man 


=, and 
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and horſe, you may be detained a long time for 
each relay. I therefore took the precaution of 


diſpatthing a voorhoode (fo they call them) and his 
orders procured every thing to be in perfect rea- 
dineſs. Each poſt-maſter, who is commonly a 


peaſant himſelf, and obliged to furniſh horſes in 
his turn, has under him an inſpector (Hal kar!) 
who, upon the arrival of a traveller, enquires 
the number of horſes wanted, fetches them, and 


has them harneſſed. He then preſents a journal 


(dag bk) divided into feveral columns, in which OE 
the traveller, immediately before he ſets off, is 


required to write his name and character, the 


day and hour of his arrival, thoſe of his depar- 
ture, the place from whence he came and to 
which he is going, with the number of horſes he 
takes. One column in this book is appropriated 
to complaints, and, if the traveller makes any, 
there is another to receive the defence of the 
poſt- maſter, who, at the end of each month, is 


reſponſible to government for his conduct. 
Many patriotic writers have repreſented the 


grievance of theſe kind of fervices, and propoſed 


in their ſtead a ſmall tax upon the peaſants, that, 
with ſome aſſiſtance from the ſtate or the crown, 


would be ſufficient for the ſupport of poſt-horſes, 


and a great relief to agriculture, which cannot 
be too much encouraged in Sweden. Hitherto, 


_ however, e has not regarded their 


complaints, 
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complaints, though in many other reſpects agri 
culture has been greatly attended to and pro- 
: moted. 


I had forgot to tell you that the uſe of hired 
voitures is unknown here, and that at no ſtage 


can you find either a chariot or a poſt-chaiſe. The 
traveller muſt, therefore, take his own voiture, 
or be contented in the carriage of a peaſant, with 


two or four wheels, in which he may be jolted 
perhaps more than he defires. Indeed, the num- 


ber of travellers in this kingdom is too {mall to 


defray the expence of proper conveniences. 
| Upon my arrival here at eight 


GOTHENBURG: o'clock at night, I was ſtopped 


at the barrier, and aſked in Swe- 


diſh, Have you any thing prohibited by the 
« King?” but perceiving my ignorance of their 
language, they put the ſame queſtion to me in 
German, and I anſwered © No.“ Who is 
_ « Monſieur ?* ——© A Dutch officer, travelling 


< for his pleaſure.” —< Has Monſieur nothing?“ 
—* Nothing but his night-cap and a little li- 


„nen:“ to aſſure them of which, I dropped a 
billet for ſix daalders voper munt, and was imme 
diately anſwered by 1 Paſs, Monſieur.“ Having 
got over the bridge, I came to a gate, and was 
_ addreſſed by an officer, Who is Monſicur? 


„From whence comes he ? and Whither i 1s he 


60 going ! * am a Dutch officer, on my jour- 
© ney from - Copenhagen to Stockholm.“ 


* Monſieur will ſhew me his paſſport,” —I pro- 
| D * 3 
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4:88. 
duced it : Very well, Monſieur, this muſt 
<« be ſigned by the captain of the Grand Guard, 
e and you will pgs it at your inn.” © Officer 74 
your ſervant.” —* Good night, Monſieur.” A 
few ſmacks of the coachman's whip ſoon Trim 


me to my inn, where I wifhed for nothing ſo 


much as a ſupper and a good night's reſt, and 
was juſt ſtepping into bed, when I was ſurpriſed 
by the found of clarinets, hautboys, French- 
horns, and a trumpet. I ran to the window, 
and my ſervant, whom 1 had ſent to enquire 


what was the matter, brought me word that 


theſe were the muſicians of the Count de Saltze's 
regiment, who came to welcome the arrival of 


à Dutch officer, or, in plain terms, to beg by 


means of muſic. After liſtening to a few marches, 
1 diſmiſſed them with ſome money, and deſired 


they might drink to the health of the Prince of ; | 


Orange. This fort of ſerenade is common at 


Gothenburg upon the arrival of a ſtranger; but 
1 have ſince paſt through many garriſon towns 
without receiving ſuch an honour, for which 1 
have conſoled myſelf by the poſſeſſion of my 
daalders and plottes. The muſic was gone, and I 
had prepared to ſtretch out my limbs, almoſt 
diſlocated by a jolting of eight · and- forty hours, 
upon my uncurtained bed, when a tapping at "= 
the gate again prevented me. They opened 1 
and admitted a hero of about two pence a day, 
covered with feathers, and roſes of ribbands, 
ſomething 5 


6 RY 
ſomething in the faſhion of Henry the Fourth's 
time. My officer,” ſays he, I have brought 
4 your paſſport ſigned by the captain.” —< Ah, 
my friend, how comes it you ſpeak French?“ 
— Thank God, captain, I am a Frenchman. 
« A with to ſee the world leads me, by turns, 
<« into the ſervice of many powers: when I am 

tired, I deſert, and, as my figure is of the mi- 
= * litary height, I never want bread. I can, be- 
e ſides, dreſs hair, and ſhall be proud of ſerving 
Monſieur the Captain in that way.” I took 
the paſſport, thanked him for his offer, and diſ. 
miſſed him. He went, however, with a very 
lingering pace, and at laſt, with a certain ar- 
rangement of his fingers, — It is uſual, Captain, | 
© * upon theſe occaſions” —& * underſtand you, 
2 3 * my friend, here's ſomething'for you.” — — Oh! 
( Captain, Fabſolutely muſt enter once more in- 
< to the ſervice of Holland brave, generous 
Dutchmen !—but a good night to my moſt 
* noble captain. » He flew down ſtairs by leaps 
of four at a time, and I' ſtretched myſelf upon 
my crib, where, in ſpite of the muſic of the 
gnats, I ſoon fell aſleep. You are now, perhaps, 
willing to-do the fame; and, therefore, I con- 
_ elude, with aſſuring you, that, in every ſitua- 
tion, ED am, &c. &c. | 


* 
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LETTER V. 


Droningaard, rept. 785. 
1 My DEAR FRIEND, 


We will belleve that. 


4 did not long delay my examination of a city ſo 


celebrated for commerce, and ſecond only to 
Stockholm in point of beauty and grandeur. 


Gothenburg, then, is ſituated upon a bank of 


the river Goth, which iſſues from the grand lake 


Mennern '; and, at the diſtance of a great league 
below the city, empties itſelf into the Schagge- 
Tack, A canal, which communicates with this 
river, divides the city into two parts, and, with 
| ſome beautiful linden trees on each fide, gives it 
very much the air of a Dutch town. Behind 
theſe trees ſtand two rows of well- built houſes, 
and, among the latter, that of the Eaſt India f 


| Company, which i IS very large. 


5 This company was eſtabliſh- : 
rote Conax. 4 in the late reign by Henry 
EKsoning, a rich merchant of 
Stockholm, who. 4 in-the year 1731, obtained a 
grant of a an excluſive trade to India for fifteen 


* The lake Wenwern i is the ben! in Sweden,” bold reckoned fourteen 1 


miles in len Sth, and ſey en in breadth. 
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years. The grant was renewed j in 1746, and in 
1753 the company, which had been hitherto 
known under the firm of Koning and Co. aſ- 
ſumed the name of the Swediſh Eaſt India Com- 
pany. In 1762, another grant was obtained for 
twenty years, Which, however; the company did 
not begin to enjoy till 1766, 

During the firſt years, they ſent ſome veſſels 
to India, eſpecially to Bengal ; but their Teal : 


nually one or two veſſels, and receive from 
| thence as many in return. The goods are gene- 
rally fold in October by public auction, to which 
many foreign merchants reſort. 

1 I me merchants of Gothenburg, 
INTERNAL. as well as thoſe of Stockholm, have | 
COMMERCE, the advantage of circulating their 
cCcommodities through the interior 
5 parts of the kingdom; the ſirſt by the ſluices of 
Edet and Trohhelta, which open to them the 
navigation of the lake Wernern, the latter by 
| thoſe of Arboga, which afford an entrance into 
that of Hielmarn. Beſides the conſiderable trade 


has many profitable branches of commerce, 
among which is the ſole fiſhery of herrings or 
exportation. For more than a century, this fiſh 
deſerted the ſhores of Sweden ; they appeared 
*gan in 1749, and the quantity is now ſo great, 


a 


commerce 1s with China, whither they ſend an-. 


carried on by the India Company, Gottenburg 


„ 
as to form one of the moſt abundant articles of 
trade. The city itſelf is inacceſſible by large 
veſſels ; theſe, therefore, remain in the roads, 


and diſcharge their cargoes into others of leſs 
burthen, which come as far as à ſuburb, called 
Haga, very little fmalter or leſs populous than 


the city. In this ſuburb. are ſtocks for building 


veflels, and every thing ele relative to the ma- 
ritime department of their commerce. The 
goods are carried from thence to Gottenburg, 
by means of the canal above-mentioned, and un- 
laden at the very doors of the ware. houſes in 


5 which they are depoſited. 


Between the fiburb Haga, and 


| VauxHALL. the city, there is a ſort of orchard, 


which they call Vauxhall, with 2 


raiſed orcheſtra i in the middle, that nearly fills it 


and a circular row of boxes, in which the con - 
pany ſit and take refteſhments. The inhabitants 
of Gottenburg are as proud of this Vauxhall, as 
the Engliſh of theirs, although the difference is 
ſo great, that it ls abſurd to make 2 e 5 7 2 


: between them. 
The play-houſe, though wall, is bats and 


the performets, I am told, toterably good ; but 


of this, as they exhibit only 1 in the winter, I bad 
no o opportutilty of judging. 


The Count de Saltze, Echter 
Pana g of the garriſon, to whom 1 paid my 


 reſpedts, received x me with much po- 


 lteneſs, I 
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5 national troops. 
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liteneſs, and, after a walk to the parade, detained 
me th dinner. There, however, I could not help 
obſerving the unfitnefs of the national habit to 


WE: mnititary uſe, as it expoſes the leaſt defect in ſize 


or ſhape, and is only proper for light, well-pro- 


= portioned men. Theround hats, roſes of ribbands, 


yellow and blue ſcarfs, with plumes of feathers of 


the ſame colours, give the officers and foldiers 
an air by far too theatrical. | 
compoſed of the regiment of Saltze, which makes 


The garriſon. 13 


part of the levied forces. : 
The army is divided into levied forces and 


"Thiele are always marching : 
regiments, and are garriſoned 5 
in the towns ſituated upon 


1 the Sta; egerack, the Sound, the B Baltic, and the 
= Gulph of Finland, and in ſome fortreſſes of the 
” frontiers and Pomerania. They are compoſed of 


# & 4. & 


deſerters from all nations, and of apprentices and 


© ſervants of bad conduct, whom, as well as vaga- 
bonds, they enliſt by force. Theſe form nine re. 


giments of infantry, including the foot-guards 


nnd tlie artillery. There is alſo a regiment of huſ- 
= ſars, and 5 a body of light- horſe. The regiment of 
=_ guards is divided into two battalions, each bat- 
falion containing eight companies of inuſqueteers, 
and one of grenadiers, and each company 105 men. 
The Whole number of theſe forces i is as follows : 1 


| The 


„ ) 


Ihe regiment of foot- guards, 2 batt. 


18 comp. — — 
The regiment of e 3 batt. each 
blatt. 100 men — — 300 
Three regiments, each 1200 men 3600 
Four regiments, each 800 men — 3200 
A corps of chaſſeurtss — — 4e 
A regiment of huſſars, A ſquad. each 3 
ſquad. 150 men — _ 2 300 
| Light-horſe, 4 comp. oo in reach | — 400 
12, 0 


The regiments of guards and artillery are 
clothed once in two years, the others once in three. 
The whole is done by contract, at the expence of 

the crown, which - alſo pays to each ſoldier 32 


As | daalders f . lber munt annually. They are likewiſe Fe 5 
| lodged and fed, and have one pair of ſhoes in a 


year. The troops in garriſon 1 in Pomerania have : 
: ſomething more pay. 


| Drszarzzs. between Sweden and Denmark, 
5 deſerters are enliſted in each king- 
dom. When the Sound is frozen over they gene- 
rally ſind ſome means of eſcaping, notwithſtand- 
ing every precaution uſed to prevent it. At that 
time piquets from the garriſons of all the ports in 


5 Sweden and Denmark, are ſtationed upon the 1 ice 
at 


As there is no axe of exchange =_ - 


G 


| 4 at proper diſtances: They go out at the duſk of 
evening, form large ſemi-circles round all the 


places at which the ſoldiers can eſcape, and return 


F when the day appears, Immediately after the 


ſhutting of the gates they viſit the quarters of 
the men ; this 1s repeated every two hours, and 
as ſoon as a man is miſſed, they give notice by 
the diſcharge of a cannon ; upon this ſignal, the 
piquets gradually approach each other, and the 
poor criminal, thus ſurrounded, is immediately 
taken away to certain ſlavery. But the attempt 
is generally made in very dark nights, when it 
is common for the deſerters to paſs through the 
piquets, and ſo eſcape, And ſometimes the pi- 
quets themſelves deſert, with the inferior oflicers 
by whom they are commanded, | 
e The national troops are divided 
: NaTionaL into 21 regiments of infantry, not 
en | containing equal numbers, but a- 
Ee, mounting in the whole to - 
þ ,—S 3,000. men. 

| Seven regiments of cavalry — | 7,000 

And four regiments of een ; 3,000 : 


| 33,900 5 


Theſe men are levied war the alle velangio g 
to the crown, the holders of which are obliged to 
contribute, not only! to the — of the troops, 


of a horſe, 


i 
but of a great part of the clergy, and civil officers. 
The eſtates ( bemmanc) are divided into rottes, and 


each rotte is charged in a ſettled proportion, the 


beſt with the ſupport of ee the! others with 
that of infantry. 


An eſtate of fifty daalders f ber end! vant 44 7 
rental, is called a riſaboll, or hemman charged = 
with the equipment and ſupport of  horſeman ; 
and an eſtate of forty ſuch daalders conſtitutes an 
 hagſtebemman ;; or eſtate charged with the ſupport 
tes ( foerdels : 


There are other e 
bemmans) which contribute only a certain propor- 


3 pay, and ſome, called foermedlins hemmans, | 


which are liable to be charged in both reſpects. 


"They ought,. in general, to furniſh each ſoldier 
with a chamber and ſtove, a barn, a ſtable, a ſmall A 
| ſpot of ground for the growth of cabbages and | 
hops, with hay and ftraw for the ſupport of a cow, ny 
and a certain quantity of wood and charcoal. This 
ſort of eſtate is called a boſtelle. The ſoldier i, 
belides, entitled to an annual payment of ten 


daalders ſuber munt for à great coat, and receives, 


every three ears, one Pair of en, 1150 one of 


ſtockings. 


When new uniforins are 3 the crown 
ſupplies the cloth and materials, but the expence 
of making is diſcharged by aſſeſſments upon the 
eſtates; and, on the promotion of a ſoldier to 
the Wok of an inferior officer, the rotte to which 


; he belongs 1 is obliged to fupply another. 
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| This whole ſyſtem, being intended chiefly for 
F the encouragement of agriculture, each poſſeſſor 
ora baſelle is enjoined, 
EF if. To attend to the cultivation of, an 

adly. To clear annually, and for a ſtipulated 
price, a certain quantity of uncultivated land, if 
l there is any ſuch i in the eee of the — 
BE befelle. 
= 3dy. To grow, if poſlible, a limited number 
of hop. poles. And, 7 
— athly. To encreaſe each year, if i it can be done, 
Fo, the quantity of meadow ground. I 

Every third year, and upon each change of * 
tenant, tlie eſtate of the Igſtelle is ſurveyed by in- 
ſpectors, who make deductions from the pay of 
the occupier for any waſte that may have been 
* occaſioned by negligence ; and when there is no 
uncultivated ground to be cleared, the ſoldier is 
obliged, at a ſettled price, to aſſiſt his landlord in in 
the labours of the fiele. = 
The &9/elles of the oſſicers are of diferent lus 
in proportion to their rank; the colonel has his 
in the center of the diviſion, and that of each | 
captain is ſituated amongt thoſe of the officers in 
his company. The pay of a Colonel of Infantry 
is 600 daalders- filber munt, and of one of cavalry 
150 of a Captain of Infantry 200, of Cavairy 
30. An ordinary horſeman or dragon has 1 5, 
nnd a foot ſoldier 10  daalder s fu lber mint. 


The 
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The regiments are, in general, \ filled with | 
Swedes and compoſed of very handſome fellows ; 
the rottec, from which the levies are made, always 
chuſing their ſtouteſt and beſt proportioned men, 
who are afterwards ſubmitted to the colonel, with- 
out whoſe approbation they are not received. 

In diſtricts where the b9/#elles are not very re- 
motely diſperſed, the ſoldiers aſſemble by compa- 
nies every Sunday, to be exerciſed by their officers 
and ſerjeants. The whole regiment is brought 
together, once a year, in the ſpring, and is then 
encamped for three weeks in its own diſtrict. In 
every third or fourth year, encampments of ſe- 


veral regiments together are formed in ſome pro- 


vince, which is generally the center of many dif. 
tricts; and, for the reſt of their time, theſe mili_ 
| tary huſbandmen, who are enrolled for life, em- 
ploy themſelves in the ordinary labours of culti- 
vation. They are, however, frequently viſited 
by the officers and ſerjeants, who inſpect thei 
clothes, arms, and military accoutrements. 


The cavalry has no pike- men; their duty being 
5 performed by the inferior officers, who alſs teck 
the troops to ride; and each ſoldier is obliged to Wu 


dreſs and exerciſe his own horſe. 

Beſides the ſeven regiments of cavalry, there is 
a corps of horſe in garriſon at Stockholm, ſup- 
: ones by alſeſſments upon che diviſions of the 

eſtates. [7 


A 


N 


F 3 eſtates. This corps eſcorts the Royal family, and 
ES, contains 150 men, who have each the rank of 
Ws cornet. 


In time of war, theſe diviGons alſo contribute 


by certain taxes to the ſupply of forage, tran- 
ſports, and proviſions: the remainder of the ex- 
pence is defrayed by the crown. 


Allotments or diviſions of the crown lands were 


firſt planned by Guſtavus Vaſa, and the ſcheme 
was adopted and propoſed by ſeveral of his ſuc-- 
ceſſors, but Guſtavus Adolphus and his daughter 
Chriſtina, having by ſales, mortgages, or gifts, 
alienated the greateſt part of their domains, in re- 
Wards to the nobility, the execution of the plan 
© was for a time impoſſible. At length, Charles me” -- 
mn _ eleventh, having recovered, by different compen- 
© Afations, many of theſe eſtates, and diſtributed 
_ byjeelles to his officers, added ſeveral other hemmans 
and rottes for the ſoldiery; and in 1697, the 
whole affair of enen, or Aotments, 5 
was finally ſettled. 5 


A patriotic writer * undertakes to | prove. that 


theſe allotments, ſo far from being favourable to 
1 agriculture, are upon the whole highly detrimen- 
tal: © For the farms or boeelles, being held by 
| perſons who conſider them only as temporary 5 
poſſeſſions, every advantage is draiued from them 
for the F . * means which! in the 


0 


7 w. Faggot. 
end 


ders the abuſe of them very difficult ; that the 


e 
end may prove deſtructive to the land.” He there- 
fore propoſes = That, inſtead of allotments, 
_ quit-rents ſhall be eſtabliſhed, which the crown 
ſhall 25 and apply to the ſupport of the 
army.“ 

To this} it 18 s replied, a That the great attention 
g given to the ſuperintendance of theſe bo/telles ren- 


ſoldier, being, by this plan, rendered a landhold- 
3 conſiders himſelf as a citizen of his country, 
and max he ſuppoſed to feel the greater zeal for its 
defence; that this army, which forms the 
ſtrength of the ſtate, being never upon the march 
or collected in bodies, but when neceſſity requires 
5 it, not even appearing in regiments more than 
 ofice a year, is much leſs expenſive than if ſup- 

| ported upon the footing of levied or garriſon 
troops; and that, therefore, the advantages f 
the preſent method are much greater than the FR 
evils propoſed to be remedied.” They alſo urge 
the advantages derived from the preſent practice, 
on the ſcore of population, the ſoldier being now Mt 
enabled to marry and propagate coloniſts, tor diſ- i 
tricts yet uncultivated. an 
The corps de genie is divided into fix brigades, = 
_ reſiding at Stockholm, Gothenburg and Carl- WW 
ſcroon, and in Scania, Finland and Pomerania. 
In each place, the fortifications are entruſted to | 
their care, and each brigade contains, 5 
A Colonel of Brigade, àVß 55 
- mee Maſters „ Licutenant 


7 * * . 
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Lieutenant General, 
Captain Mechaniſt, 
Captain for tuition. 
Lieutenant Deſigner, 
Lieutenant Modeller, and ſome Conductors. 
The whole body is commanded by two Direc- 
tors General, one for Sweden, the other for Po- 
merania, each of whom has an Aide de Camp. 
A profeſſor belonging to the corps rehdes at 
Stockholm. 
An honourable and comfortable oroxificn. has 
alſo been made for military men, by a penſion 
bank, inſtituted in 1757, the ſubſcribers to which, 
paying annually fix per cent. of the value of their 


appointments, after twenty-five years of ſervice, 


and ſubſcription reckoned from the 2oth year of 


© their age, are entitled, upon re: ring. from the : 


army, to their full pay for life. ; 5 
The whole arrangement and management of 


the National army, is admirably adapted to a 


country in which troops are wanted chiefly for 


defence. The ſoldier who has cultivated the foil 


is its beſt and moſt natural defender; the ene- 
mies to his country he eſteems as enemies to his 


perſon ; and, having a mutual intereſt 3 in the pre- 


ſervation of the kingdom, with every other inha- 


bitant of it, he knows that when he expoſes his 
life for his king, he is taking the moſt eſſectual 


means to preſerve his family and his property. 


* bed, the kingdom of Sweden, in whatever 


| oF 5 naht 


ee 
light we conſider it, ſeems much better ſuite 
for defence than conqueſt ; and this feudal di- 


| tribution of the land ſhould be valued as a cir- 
cumſtance above all others en to promote 
its intereſt. e 
I.! return from this digreſſion to 
33 whole defence of this city 
eee on the ſouthern ſide, where the 
; port is ſituated, conſiſts of a wall 
of free ſtone, ſixed and cemented upon the rock 
Itſelf, and ſurrounded with a large ditch, into 
which they have contrived to bring the water of 
the Meindal, a river which empties itſelf into 
the Goth. The reſt of the city is built chiefly 
upon two rocks, and the entrance of the port is 
defended by a guardſhip, and a fort of ſome = 
ſtrength, called Elſbourg. 
Among the acquaintance which a reſidence of | 
| eight days at Gothenburg, enabled me to make, 
cannot omit to mention Mr. de Liſle, the French 
Conſul, and Mr. Aelftroom, a rich merchant. . 
had letters to them both from my friends the 
C. . 5, and found in the former a man of 
great information and amiable manners, who, 
by his readineſs to afford me a ſight of every 
thing remarkable, and his communications upon | 
_ variety of intereſting ſubjects, contributed much 
to my enjoyments at Gothenburg. The latter, 
an intelligent man of buſineſs, gave me an open 
invitation to his houle, where I. met with A 29 
5 hoſpitable reception . 
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11 i is now time that I ſhould conclude, by affur- 
ing you how much l am, &c. &c. &c. 


V 


Droningaard, Oct. 5 0.6 1785. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


+ ine Gothenburg at the 
TRoLnerT. A. opening of the gates, on Monday 

the . . . of May, and partly by fol- 
lowing the northern direction of tue river Goth, 
near a chain of rocks, whoſe horrid aſpect was 
ſingularly contraſted by the beauty of the oppo- 
ſite ſhore, partly by climbing over theſe rocks 


themſelves, upon the ſides of ſome very terrible 


precipices, I arrived at nine o'clock at night at 
the famous fall of the Gothe, at Trolhetta. = his 


ſpedacle, which it is ſo much more eaſy to con- 
ceive than deſcribe, is formed by the ſeparation 


of the river into two parts, of which one takes 
its courſe over a declivity of an hundred or an 
hundred and fifty feet; and the other, falling 
5 perpendicularly, forms a cataract of thirty-two 
feet in height. At the diſtance of ſome fpaces 
from the fall, a faw-mill i is turned by a part of the 
water; and the foam which, ariſing from the 


fall, ſpreads itſelf to ſome diſtance, the ſpray 


* 2 : from 


1 


from the innumerable caſcades of the other half 


of the river, the gulphs and whirlpools formed 


at the bottom, with the noiſe occaſioned by this 
mill, and by ſo many falls of water, preſent a ter- 
rible and magnificent ſcene, in the midit of which 
fome rocks ariſe, from whence you have an op- 


portunity of viewing the whole at once. This 
cataract interrupts the navigation of the grand 
lake Wennern by Wennerſburg, a ſmall market 


town Tituated upon the ſtraight, through which 


the river Goth iſſues from the lake, in its courſe. 
towards the Scaggerrack, below Gothenburg. 
Above Trolhetta, the navigation is performed by 
means of fome conſiderable Tuzxces, which. very 


Well . attention. 


In this journey | from Gothenburg to 


0 Ever, Trolhetta, Tpaſled through the ſmall vil- 


lage of Edet, where the river precipitates 
its Hae flood, but in a fall of inconſiderable 
height, and by no means ſo beautiful as that 
of Trolhetta. The village is, however, remark-_ 


able for a canal which they are hollowing through 


the rock, in order to give a paſſage, by means of 
ſluices, to a part of the river. Six or ſeven hun- 


dred men are employed upon the work, which, 


with the fluices at Trolhetta, form part of a 
grand plan for joining tlie Baltic with the North 


Sea, by means of a communication cut through 
the kingdom. Theſe fluices, which yet want 


much of being finiſhed, will afford an uninter- 
rupted | 
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= „ | : 1 
rupted navigation from Carlſtadt in NJ ernicland, 


at the northern extremity of the lake Vennern, to 
| Gothenburg ; and if ever the difficultics which 
oppoſe che junction of this lake with that of Hiel. 
marn by Orebro ſhall be overcome, they may then, 
by the communication of the latter with lake 
Malern, through the fluices of Arboga, tranſport 
all kinds of merchandiſes, in one veſſel, from 
Gothenburg, to Stockholm, and thus open 2 
_ paſſage between the North Sea and the Baltic. 


Having remained at Trolhetta about two hours, 


obſerving the ſpectacle of the cataract, which 1 
could not willingly quit, I again betook myſelf 
to the voiture; and, after a moſt haraſſing j jour- 
ney of that night and the next day, arrived about 


10 in the evening at 


my voiture effectually prevented ſleep; I there- 
fore thought Talkiöping a comfortable place of 


refuge, although, of all che towns of Sweden, 
this is perhaps che worſt, You are to imagine 2 
large unpaved ditch, in which they have ſtuck a 
row of wooden huts, with coverings of turf or 
moſs, and doors four feet high. T he chiverhous, 
or inn, at which I lodged, was the beſt houſe in 
the Place, to eee have given the name of : 


2 city, | 


A ſmall town of Weſtragothia, 
FaLxtorinG, The croſs roads by which 1. tra- 
velled, lay over the moſt difficult 
mountains and rocks, and the continual jolts of 
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a city, though it has neither walls nor gates, and 
is ſurrounded only by an encloſure of rotten ju- 
niper trees. To prove, however, that it is a city 
they make you pay for a double poli upon your 
-Geparture.--> 
Alfter ſupping upon boiled eggs, the only food 
to be obtained in the place, I ſtretched myſelf 
upon a bed, or rather crib, with all my uſual 
clothing, and the additiona al envelopement of my 
ſchantæ logper. 1 was awaked about three in the 
morning by a moſt tumultuous buzzing of gnats, 
flies and other inſects, iſſuing from the conveni- 
ent receptacle of my crib, from which they ſoon 
drove me, to employ myſelf in writing, till the 
arrival of my horſes delivered me from this kind 
of purgatory. 
„ tool the: road to Marieſtadt, rated upon = 
the lake Wennern, and there, at ſeven o'clock at 
night, again entered upon the great royal road, 
. = which runs from Gothenburg by Trolhetta to 
Wennerſburg, and from thence, after coaſting 
| the lake, reaches Stockholm through Orebr6 and 
=: Arboga. I had quitted this route at Trolhetta, 
to gratify a curioſity which I was ſoon made to 
| repent by the inconveniences of croſs- roads. From 
Falkiöping, however, though ſtill upon one of 
theſe reads, my journey was FJornewhat more eaſy, 
and I was again gratified by the ſight of a level 
country, diſtributed into beautiful meadows and 
well cultivated fields. 1 * EC 
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At Kliftret, a ſtage four 


RCIMENT of miles from Falkiöping, I heard 
CAVALRY of an encampment of this re- 
oF , giment, near Bolum, a village 


WESTROGOTHIA. about half a league diſtant. 


There I arrived about nine in 


the morning, and, leaving my voiture and ſer- 
vant upon the high-road, walked alone towards a 
large plain, where the encampment was formed, 
and the regiment at that time drawn out to be 
5 manceuvred. I was in uniform, with a white hat, 

; my ſword under my arm, and in boots, but 
5 without ſpurs. After about a quarter of an hour, 


an officer on full gallop rode up, and, politely 


accoſting me, enquired who I was. I deſcribed 
| myſelf as a Dutch officer, who, travelling from 5 
curioſity, and hearing of the encampment, came 
to ſee it on his way,—* Would Monſieur chooſe 
to ride?” I thanked him for his politeneſs, and 
as he rode away, his cane diſcovered him to be 
the adjutant. In a minute afterwards he return- 
ed with another oſlicer, the Major, to whom I. 
paid my reſpects, and who made me the ſame 
offer of a horſe. Having neither the proper hat 
nor any ſpurs, I would willingly have been ex- 
cuſed; but the Major” s politeneſs prevailing, he g 
conducted me to the Colonel, and, after a for- 
mal introduction, preſented me a horſe. When 
Thad tollovwed the © through all its ma- 


5 | ncuvres, 


3 Ga 
nceuvres, the colonel gave me an invitation to 
dine with ſome officers, a pleaſure which I could 
not accept, having difpatched a voorboode with or- 
ders for horſes at all the ſtages 28, far as Ma- 
rieſtadt. The Major attended me to my voiture, 
and juſt before my departure enquired my name 
and rank. Ile then gave me his name, the Baron 
de Clovet; and added, that he had been par- 
ticularly intimate with Mr. de Haepten, dur- 
ing the reſidence of the latter at Stockholm, 
as Envoy Extraordinary from the States Ge- 
. 
You are without doubt « curious to ; Ene ſome- 
thing of this regiment, It is national, that is, 
raiſed from the allotments, and contains A thou- 
ſand men, which, as in moſt of the other regi- 
ments of cavalry, are divided into eight ſqua- 
drons. The manceuvres were, in general, by 
no means brilliant, and the ſoldiers, though of 
good appearance, were badly mounted; yet, 
conſidering the length of their front, they went 
through ſome changes of the line, and develope- 
ments of the column, with tolerable execution. 
When about to retreat, the flanking parties are 
5 ranged! in two lines upon the flanks, where they 
remain *mmoveable, continually loading and dif. 
charging out their lines. But their grand attack 
Was neither ſpirited nor regular; and indeed very 
little ſkill is to be expected in troops, who, ex- 
cept during their encampments. of ee weeks, N 


. 


. 


1 
are never brought together i in arms, nor accuſtom- 


ed even to the mounting of a guard. 
Monſieur the Major and myſelf having ex- 


changed ailurances of remembrance, I purſued 
my journey, and, as the diſta ance from Falkiöping 
increaſed, found the roads more even, and the 
rocks and precipices leſs tremendous. At length, 
at about two leagues from -Marieſtadt, the ſoil 
became an entire flat, and paſſed through one 
of the moſt beautiful plains I had ever beheld, 2 
covered with a delighefdl crop of rye. 


During this whole | journey, as in the preceding, 


T ſhould have been condemned to preſerve a per- 
fect faſt, but for the wallet which my friends had 
ſo well furniſhed in Denmark. | Knikkebroe, milk, 
and ſometimes eggs are the only proviſions to be 
found in the houſes of the peaſants, where even 
the uſe of wine is unknown, its place being ſup- 
_ plied by a ſort of bad beer brewed by themſelves. 
But the wild ſtrawberries, which were then ripe, 
often made a part of my repaſts: : theſe, though 
mall, are well flavoured, and the woods contain 
them in ſuch quantities, that at every ſtage the 


children for a trifle are ready t to bring gyoun baſket 
full. 


by | am, &c. 1. 
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LETTER V 


U 
Droningaard, GG. 18% 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


NManiksrapr. r is a pretty 


town, ſituated, as J have already 


told you, upon the Lake Wennern. It was built 
5 by Charles IX. who gave it the name of Marieſtadt, 
in honour of his Queen, Anna-Maria. The fitua- 
tion, which is very beautiful, is the moſt remark- 
able thing to be told of it, except, indeed, that 
there ] paſſed a comfortable night. Having view- 
 ed.the whole neighbourhood at my leiſure, I ſet 
dodut on the afternoon after my arrival, and reach- 
ed Or2zbro, the capital of the province of Nericia, 
between four and five the next morning, 1. he 
diſtance is eleven miles. 


The road from Marieſtadt to Orebrs i is the 


great royal road, and my Journey upon it Was 


very agreeable. 
Some miles from Marieſtadt, ata ſmall village 


called Hows, you enter the province of Nericia. 
Here I was detained by the aſtoniſhing perſe- 


verance of an officer, who refuſed a bribe of ſeve- 


ral daalders lber munt, and perſiſted 1 in 0 8 
my cheſt and Pormzuteau. | 


e There 
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There is ſome hardſhip in being thus ſearched 


at the entrance of every province, after having 
paſſed through the ſame ceremony upon the fron- 


tiers of the kingdom. The provincial officers are, 


However, ſeldom rigorous, and the affair gene- 
rally ends in a bribe of a few daalders, which I 
found a ſufficient protection in every other part 
of my journey, Prohibited commodities having 
been circulated in the interior parts of the king- _ 
dom, they take this method of checking a traffic, 
which, by the inflexibility of a few ſuch officers | 
as that at Howa, might indeed be ſoon annihi- 
lated. But I have been informed that he expected 
a good ſeizure, Whether I am indebted to my 
countenance or my voiture for excitingfuſpicions 
: = oi ſmuggling, I know not. 1 
VODrebrö is a town of confiderable 
Harz RO,  fize, and built, like all thoſe of Swe. 
den, entirely of wood. The houſes | 
are re painted of a reddiſh brown colour, and uni- 
formly covered with roofs of turf, which are 
ſometimes mowed and ornamented with flowers, 
ſo as to give one a notion of the gardens of Se. 
miramis. The utility of ſuch roofs, in checking 
the progreſs of fire is very obvious, and on this 
account, in parts where turf is not to be had, 
the houſes of the peaſants are covered with moſs, 
that ch being every where rejected, as too dear 
and dangerous. But before the turf or moſs is 
85 laid on, oy ſpread over the timber-work of the 
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roofs large ſquares of birch bark, which prevents. 
the rain from penetrating into the houſes. In all 
Orebrö there is but one houſe covered with tiles. 
This is an ancient ſcat, built of freeſtone at one 


corner of the town, andin it the governor of the 
province reſides. A ſmall river runs before it, 


and empties itſelf into the lake Hielmarn, upon 


the bank of which the town is ſituated. From 
the top of a fine ſtone bridge, built over this 
river, there is a view of a fall, at the diſtance 
of ſome toifes, down which it pours its whole 
breadth; and from the tower there is another 
charming view, compriſing the parterres upon 
the houſes of the town, the lake, a rich plain co- 
vered with cottages and ſtanding corn, and the 
| heights behind, crowned with woods, and cloſing 


the horizon. In the population of this plain, 


the traveller finds ſome recompenſe for the con- 
: tinual ſolitudes which he paſſes rough. to arrive 


- Suck ſcenes, 1 occur but too Gldom 3 in 


sweden, there being at leaſt four leagues of 
- wretched deſerts, for one of a opens and well 
cultivated country. 


The whole country from Marieſtadt to Orebrö d 


is almoſt entirely covered with wood, but there are 


ſome intervening and uncultivated ſpaces, filled 


with herbs of ſpontaneous growth, The grounds 
in the neighbourhood of Marieſtadt and Orebroare 
well cultivated; and, for three or four leagues 


round 


(03-4 

round each, there were crops of Wheat, oats, and 
flax, with rye as high and as copious as I had ever 
ſeen any. About ſome villages, and upon the 
banks of the rivers, I faw allo very beautiful paſ- 
tures; and it is not to be doubted that Sweden, 
with more inhabitants, woutd ſhew a much 
greater quantity of cultivated ground, notwith- | 
ſtanding the rock of which it fo much conſiſts. 

It was my intention to remain at Orebrö one 
whole day, both for the ſake of reſting myſelf, 
and of viewing a place ſo much recommended by 


the beauty of its ſituation, and its own remark- - 


able neatneſs. But, upon the arrival of my 
Horles according to orders, the next morning, 1 
was ſeized with an illnefs, produced by fatigue 
and ſome other cauſes, which made it i impoſlible 
for me to proceed. Here, however, in a poor 


and miſerable inn, I had the happineſs to find an : 


hoſt whoſe care and attention I ſhall for ever re- 
member, though I may perhaps never be able to 
1 the wretched ſoup he continually made 

Gooſe broth, garniſhed with raiſins, cur- 
a peas, garlic, and apples, was the omnipo- 
tent reſtorative which he preſeribed, and admi- 
niſtered with an honelt zeal, always to be rc- 
collected with gratitude, A bottle of excellent 
wine, the remnant of my n provi- 
ſions, had, however, a much better eſſect than 
the inn-keeper's |; s remedy ; 100 in the afternoon, 2 
Was able to dreis myſelf and walk out. Upon my 


retu! II. 


\ 
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return, juſt as I was about to make myſelf ſome 
tea, a gentle tapping at my door introduced an 

officer in the Swediſh dreſs, with the blue ſcarf, 


yellow feather, and little order of the ſword at = 


his button-hole. He approached me with a lively 
air, and, as I roſe, ſaid in very good French— 
that being informed there was a Dutch officer de- 
tained at an inn by ſickneſs, he had thought it 
his duty to come and offer thoſe ſervices which 
all military men ought to render each other. I 
anſwered this civility as well as I was able, and 
| he proceeded “ You are going to drink tea, 
<« Monſieur, and by the little cheſt, I perceive 
© the tea is your own—a Dutchman's tea muſt 
: good; permit me, therefore, to introduce 
4 ſome company, to whom ſuch will be very 
acceptable.“ He ran out, and in a moment 
after returned with two agrecable young ladies. 
had ſeated them, and was proceeding to make 
the tea, when he interrupted me “ There is an 
5 « old lady in a coach below, very much afflicted 
wich the gout, but who is notwithſtanding 
very deſirous of becoming acquainted with 
* Monſieur and his tea. How ſhall we manage 
this?“ I propoſed that we ſhould take the 
table to the coach door, and there drink our tea 
together. Immediately the Chevalier took the 
tea - pot and cream-jug, the ladies the cups, my- 
felf the tea-cheſt, and my ſervant the table. We 
_ flew down ſtairs, laughing like mad folks, and in 


al 


cc 


e 
an inſtant ſeated ourſelves round the table by the 
fide of the coach, in which fat the good lady, 


very much diverted to ſee us in the open itreet, 
ſurrounded by all the gaping blackguards of the 


town. My company however, ſoon drove away; 
the ladies with their ſervant in a coach and itx» 


| and Monſieur, the Lieut. Colonel de Lejonanker 
in a chaiſe and four, accompanied by a man 


whom I took to be his valet-de- chambre. 1 w 


informed that they came from Stockholm, x | 
were travelling to their eſtates; but the inn- 


| keeper having told them that he had a Dutch 


officer in his houſe, detained by ſickneſs, the 
Chevalier immediately ran up ſtairs to make his 


compliments, and offer me his ſervices. The good 


old lady, in return for my tea, invited me to 


paſs ſome time at her ſeat. 4 favour which I was 


obliged to decline, having yet a very long jour- 


They then gave me ſome recom- 


ney to make. 


mendations to their friends at Stockholm, 
1 afterwards found very uſeful. 


From what paſſed at the encampment in Weſt- 
rogothia, and from this adventure with the 
_ Lieut. Colonel and his family, you will be able 
to form ſome opinion of Swediſh politeneſs and 
good humour, of which 1 have yet ſome more 
Being now infinitely better, 
and very able to continue my journey, I ſet out 
on the wein after this viſit, intending to 


Proceed : 


; traits to give you. 


which 
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proceed only to Smedby, diſtant ſeven miles and 
a half, where they told me I might fleep at one 


of the belt inns in Sweden. On leaving Orebro, 


the road lies through a populous and well culti- 
_ vated plain of two leagues in extent, after which. 
it runs entirely through the woods as far as Fal- 
lingbrö, a large poſt-houſe, and the firſt place in 
Weſtmannia. I here met the old Count de Schef- | 
fer, with his lady and a grand ſuite, upon a jour- 
ney to their eſtates. While their horſes were 
changing, I had a wiſh to be preſented to his 
Excellency, and for this purpoſe applied to a 
large well-looking man, who ſoon informed me 
he was the family cook, and very graciouſly con- 
| ſented to perform the office of chamberlain. 
The Count and his lady received me with great 
politeneſs, and aſſured me of their wiſhes to be 
ſerviceable to me at Stockholm. They enquired 
fror whom I had letters, and recommended me to 
4 ſort of private lodging-houſe, where the accom- 
modations were much better than at the inn to 
which I had been directed. The Count de Schef. 
fer has a very majeſtic air, and is, I am aſſured, 
much regretted both by the King and the nation, 
| whoſe councils he for a long time wiſely directed. 
He retired from office laſt year, and now reſides 
upon his eſtates in the country, univerſally beloved 
for his attachment to the King, and his concern 
for the welfare and proſperity of the rene His 
place 
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place i is now held by the Count de Creutz, for- 


| merly the Swediſh ainbaſſador i in France. 


My ſecond ſtop was at Arboga, 
Ak BOGA. the reſidence of the governor, and 
4 government of Weſtmannia, of 


which it is the capital. The town is famous for 


ſome conſiderable fluices, communicating with 


the lakes Hielmarn and Mälern, the latter of 
| which extends as far as Stockholm. It is, how- 
ever, a very mean Place, conſiſting of low wooden 
| houſes, arranged in very narrow ſtreets. That 
of the governor alone is built of ſtone. 


J ſoon left Arboga, and arrived in very good 


time at Smedby. The whole province of Weſt- 
mannia is very beautiful. Rocks and woods 
there are, indeed, here as every where in Swe 
den; but in many conſiderable diſtricts, grain 8 
all ſorts, eſpecially rye, flouriſhes admirably, and 
upon the whole this may be reckoned one of the 
moſt populous and beſt cultivated provinces. 


The peaſants, in general, wear the frieze habit, 


large hats, large breeches, and ſhort jackets, all 
black, except the little facings upon the ſleeves. 


At Smedby, three miles from Arboga, I paſſed 


the night. This is only one very large houſe, 
ſtone- built, and entirely inſulated i in a charming 

valley, in the midſt of many beautiful landſcapes. 

5 The 1 inn is the beſt and handſomeſt in Sweden. 


The next day, at about half a league from 


RT entered  Sudermania. Several well 


. cultivated 


„ 
cultivated plains appeared from the road, and at 
Sudertalia, a ſmall town upen the lake Mälern, 


about four miles from Stockholm, I ſaw a tole- 
rably beautiful country. But from thence you 
find only rocks and Om even to the very 


gates of the capital. 8 
I went a league out of my way 


C ASTLE OF FC to ſee Gripſbolm, a royal ſeat, plea- 


_ Gk&1esHoLM. fantly fituated near the little town 


—. 


of Manfred, and upon the bank of 


A 4 fall lake, which communicates with the Mi- : 


lern. It is of great antiquity, and ſurrounded 
by four towers, but is beſt known in hiſtory as 


the priſon of the famous Eric the XIVth, ſon of 
_ Guſtavus Vaſa, Here the court ſometimes re- 


| ſides in the Spring, and there are ſome very ele. 4 
gant, well ornamented yachts, * which "Oy: — 
; arrive and return. L 


Pe At the little 1 of Tro- 
TROSHALLA. ſhalla 1 ſtopped to obſerve Aa 
magnificent fall of water. A 


river which paſſes there, running with amazing 


rapidity amongſt large fragments of rock, makes, 
in the ſpace of three or four hundred feet, above 
a thouſand caſcades of two, three, four, and 
even ſix feet in height, of which there is a per- 


fect view from a bridge of ſix arches, built about 


the middle of the fall. 


. Kumla, where 1 arrived at night, n= 4 
| KuMLa. is a ſmall neat town, built upon an 
oy eminence five miles from Stockholm, 


0 7 
at which 1 conſoled myſelf for the iniferable inn 
and meagre ſoup, by the hope of an ample recom- 
penſe on the morrow. My meal was indeed ſome- 
thing animated by a conteſt between myſelf and a 
warm of flies as formidable as thoſe which at- 
tacked Gulliver at Brobdignag. Theſe inſects 
are, perhaps, larger and more numerous here, 
than in any other part of the world, and their 
buzzing is abſolutely terrible. An uncurtained 
crib, to which I was ſhown, afforded a poor pro- 
ſpect for the night, but my fatigue at length pro- 
: cured me a few hours ſleep. _ | 
I ſet out at four in the morning, and, having 
changed horſes at Sudertalia, I bid adieu once 
more to the beautiful part of the country, and 
began my journey through the rocks and de- 
ſerts, eight leagues of which ſeparate Sudertalia 
From the floating gy that i vou into 
Stockholm. 
HFalf way along this road, there is a little aſ- 
ſemblage of three or four houſes, at which you 
change horſes. This they call Fitzia, and it is 
ſituated upon the bank of a ſmall lake, round 
which the pictureſque arrangement of woods and 
rocks, forms one of the moſt romantic views I 
ever beheld. Here the inhabitants of Stockhblm 
come upon fiſhing parties in the ſummer, and 
live upon the produce of the lake. Before, how- 
ever, I deſcribe the capital of Sweden, let me 


conclude this letter, by alluring you how much 
Lam, &c. c. 
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LETTER VIII. 


Copenhagen, Nor. 1785. | 


My DEAR FRIEND, | 8 


. 
AIL, rain, ſnow, froſt, and 


ſhortened days have obliged us to change the 
country for the town, and we are now eſtabliſhed 


at Copenhagen for ſix months. Aſſemblies, con- 
certs, ſhows, and meetings for play, have taken 
place of walks, failing parties, hunting, and fiſh- 


ing. Libraries, cabinets and manufactures ſuc- 
ceed to the culture of flowers, trees and plants. 
Each mode of life has its uſe, and it is well that 
- each has alſo its turn. In the country, the beauty 
and grandeur of nature fills the mind, and an in- 
dependence analogous to the primitive ſtate of 
man aggrandizes our ideas. Imagination riſes 
from the earth, which we cultivate to that infi- 
nity of matter, where all that our feeble eyes 
can perceive convinces us of the exiſtence of that 
Great Being, who connects us with himſelf by 
an everlaſting chain, the links of which are far 
more perceptible amongſt country occupations, 
than in a round of tumultuous pleaſures, that 


check or extirpate the powers of thought. In 


the city, however, we ſtudy men, their know- 
ledge, their induftry and manners; and obſerve 
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the contraſted effects of regulated and unre- 


ſtrained paſſions. But no more philoſophy Vu 
are impatient to accompany me to Stockholm. 
In my laſt letter I brought you to the floating 


bridge ;—it is now time that you ſhould paſs it. 


This I was not permitted to do till my baggage 


had been very e ſearched for contraband 
goods. 


VVVͤ SL Gone s Scheſſer had direded 
STOCKHOLM. me to the Dutch quarter of the 
15 city ( Dulſte Bue) exactly oppo- 


ſite to that by which I entered it. I therefore 
traverſed its whole length, which is about a 
league, beſides paſſing through a large ſuburb, 
where the rocks and houſes ſeem to contend for 
pre-eminence. The buildings, which were at 
| firſt entirely of wood, improved as I advanced 
towards the heart of the city, and at length, in- 
ſtead of theſe, I could perceive only houſes of 
brick or free ſtone, covered with tiles, ſlate or 
copper, and arranged in broad ſtr aight ſtreets. 


At Duthhe Bue I found the houſe recommended 


by Count Scheffer; and a very portly handſome 
| boſtefs, who 3 told me in bad German, 
that her huſband being from home, ſhe could not 

promiſe me a lodging there. She, however aſked | 
me to walk in; and her huſband, when ſought 
for, was ſoon band. This was a little ugly toad- 
8 looking low, who, having ſurveyed me ONCE or 


* 


twice 


/ 


( 70 ) 


' twice from head to foot, began the following con. 
verſation in German—* Well, Sir—your ſervant 


hat would you pleaſe to have?“ I want 
& lodgings”—* Ay, but there are none empty.” 


I then expreſſed my diſappointment, the Count. 
de Scheffer having mentioned them as very wor. 
thy people. The Count de Scheffer?“ “ Yes, 
„ the Count de Scheffer.” “ The Count is a 
very worthy man, but it is impoſſible he can 
„know whether I have any room for lodgers.“ 


J was upon the point of going ſomewhere elſe, 


when J thought of ſaying, © His cook alſo told 
me ſo.” Upon theſe words they both exclaim- | 
ed, The cook!—what, our beſt friend the 
„ cook! O! Monſieur, without doubt you ſhall 

ce be accommodated,” He then called for valets, 

| lacqueys and hoſtlers, one took my portmanteau, 
another my trunk, and he ſhewed me in triumph 
into a large and ſplendid chamber, where I was 
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admirably lodged, and ſoon became very well 


contented with my hoſts. The Count, however, 
wovld be diverted to find how much more is to 
be done by his cook's name than his own ; but 
would, perhaps, ſoon diſcover that the cook and 
the landlord keep up their intimacy at his ex. 


pence. 


e morning after my arrival, my firſt care 
was to ſee Monſieur the Baron v.. D 79 


our miniſter. This nobleman relies himſelt 
in my welfare with i ſomething more than Polite- 


neſs, : 


4 
neſs. He propoſed to have my baggage brought 


and, when I would not permit that, offered me 
the free uſe of his table, whenever I was not 


panies. 


Mr. Wahrendorf, a very conſiderable merchant, 


mamarried to Count Roſen, maſter of the horſe to 


L introduction, I became known, amongſt others, 
2 to Meſſrs. Grill and Pyll, the principal owners 
2 and workers of the famous mine at Danneniora, 
4 at whoſe eſtate, after my departure from Stock- 
3 Holm, I paſſed ſeveral days. 

; The derivation of the word Stockholm has 
= been ſufficiently diſcuſſed by travellers ; and the 


foundation of the capital is already fo well 


| known, that I ſhall not trouble you with any re- 


N of the * The city. is built upon 
8 ſeveral 


to his houſe, where he would have had me lodge, 


obliged to dine elſewhere. He alſo preſented me 
to all the foreign miniſters, to moſt of whom 1 
had letters from thoſe of Copenhagen, ſhewed 
me every thing worth ſeeing in Stockholm, and 
gave me an introduction to ſeveral ſelect com- 


Of all my letters of recommendation, that for 1 
was the moſt uſeful to me. His daughter is 


the Queen; and beſides the numerous civilities 
2 received from his family, and the many valuable 5 
= acquaintances which! acquired through his means, 

he furniſhed me with directions and recommen- 
= dations for all the mines and forges, and for ſe- 
= veral towns where I propoſed to ſtop. By his 
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(983 
ſeveral heights, formed into iſlands by rivers, or 
rather arms of the ſea, and connected together 
by floating bridges, From many points of view 
the ſcenery is highly pictureſque ; rocks, houſes, 
trees, water and ſhipping being frequently col- 
lected together in the ſame coup-d'cil, and pro- 
ducing a very extraordinary and pleaſing ef. 
1 „ „„ 
A canal of ſive miles in length, formed na- 
turally in the midſt of rocks, joins the Baltic 
Sea and the lake Milern, and makes in the centre 
of the city one of the moſt beautiful ports ima- 
ginable. The Baltic ſhore is covered with an 
immenſe number of illands, or rather rocks, 
Which they call ſcheeren, and by which the na- 
vigation is often rendered very dangerous: on 
this account, although between the iſlands there 
is ſufficient depth of water for the largeſt men of 
war, the whole buſineſs of the Admiralty has 
been transferred to Carlſcroon, where the port is Y 
larger, and the entrance very commodious. A 
ſingle frigate guards the entrance of theſe /chee- 
ren, but in the port of Stockholm there i is a Reet 
of fifty galleys. 
y the canal, juſt mentioned, the city is ſepa- 
rated into two diſtricts, of which the northern 
(Nordermalm) is ſituated in Upland, and the 


ſouthern (- Sudermaln ) in Sudermania. 
The palace, which is ſquare and very large, — 


ſtands upon the eh part of an iſland in the 
TE mi dſt 


Narva als All one entire hall. 


8 


73) 


midſt of this canal, and commands the whole city. 


It is at preſent a modern building, the old one 
having been burnt and rebuilt in 1743 and the 
following years. A large rough baſement, hol- 


lowed in the ſhape of caverns, ſupports the ſin. 
gular union of the Ionic and Corinthian orders, 
with that ſort of ſigured columns called caryatides. 


It exceeds in ſize the palace of Copenhagen, but 


yields to it in magnificence of furniture and ele- 


gance of internal decoration. 


An intereſting ſpectacle is Pere 


ARSENAL, formed by an amazing collection of 


trophies of all ſorts, of which thoſe of 


Such monu- 
ments to the bravery of Guſtavus Adolphus, 


Charles Guſtavus, and Charles the Twelfth, fil! 
the mind with a ſort of emulous admiration of 
their glory, which is ſoon loſt when we remem 
ber, that all theſe colours, drums and ſtandards 
are but the records of victories, obtained at = 
q expence of blood and treaſure, of which the loſs 
zs ſtill viſible in the poverty and deſolation of 
Sweden. Vet I could not look without venera- 
tion upon the ſtuffed {kin of the horſe that car- 

ried Guſtavus Adolphus at the battle of Sutzen, 
in which he was ſlain; or upon the coat, hat, 
gloves, ſword, belt and boots worn by Charles 
the Twelfth upon the night of his death. 

The {pots of blood upon the right glove and 
ſword belt al remain, and oe: him to have 


put 


d 
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put his hand firſt to the wound, and after warde 
to his word. The cloth of the coat is ſcarcely ſo 


5 good as that now worn by a corporal. Here 


alſo is a curioſity of another ſort, and which 
_— a very diſſerent kind of admiration ; this 
is a ſmall floop built by Peter the Great at 


5 Ae with his own hands, and taken by the 
Swedes upon the road to Peterſpurgh. 


This relic immediately produces a compariſon, 
in which the Swediſh heroes ſoon yield to the ſu- 


perior character of the Ruſſian Prince. The for- 
mer, ſparing neither the blood nor treaſures of 


their ſubjects, gratiſied their ambition by a few 
temporary conqueſts, while the latter fought in 


foreign countries the means of improving a bar- 
barous people, whom he afterwards eſtabliſhed 
among the rank of reaſonable beings. 


Ina large hall, to which they next led me, 
there 4 3s a repreſentation of all their kings, from . 
Guſtavus Vaſa, completely armed according ta 


the faſhion of their times, as large as life, and 


cach mounted upon his favourite horſe, the ſkin 


of which is preſerved and ſtuffed. I felt ſome awe 


upon the ſight of this ſingular cavalcade, which 
they render more intereſting, by affuring you 
that the faces are all exact hkeneſles, having been 


moulded from the originals after their death. A 


ſimilar ſpectacle to this you may probably re. 
member in the tower of London, but there is 


this difference between them, that in x the latter 
the 
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ſome taſte and muſical Kill. 
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the horſes are of wood, and were all made in 
Holland. 


In another room are the Jrelites: ſaddles and 
bits uſed at coronations from time immemorial ; 


they are, as you may ſuppoſe, much e 
and, indeed, very little better than rags and 
rubbiſh. 


The churches of Stockholm are all inferior; to 


the cathedral at Upſal, except t he palace chapel, 
which is very large, and abounds in marble. 
They are, in general, very full of monuments of 
which the nol remarkable are thoſe of Deſcartes, 
in the church of St. Claire, and of the celebrated | 

General Steinbock. The Kings and Royal fami- 


lies are all interred in the Knights church, upon 


the iſland of the ſame name, except Guſtavus 
Vaſa, who lies under a ſuperb monument at 


Upſal. This iſland ( Ridderholm ) forms one of 


the quarters of the city. 


The Opera houſe is a magnificent 


OpRRA. building, entirely new, and raiſed at a 


great expence. The company is ſaid to 


be a good one; but as they never perform in 
ſummer, except upon extraordinary occaſions, I 
had no opportunity of aſcertaining their merits. 
Their firſt man, Ka/ſen, whom I have heard at 


a public concert at Copenhagen, is a Swede. He 
has a good perſon, and an agreeable voice, with 
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At the Comédie Fran. 


: ConEDIE FRANCOISE. goiſe J was much pleaſed. 
MN The King has been at 
great expence for performers, and their ſirſt actor a 
Monvel, is no doubt known to you by ſeveral 
pieces of his own compoſition. His figure is far 
from good, but is fully recompenſed by his talents. _ 
His Majeſty, with whom he is a favourite, has be- 
| ſtowed upon him the office of reader, and the pri- 
vilege of wearing the court dreſs. Here, alſo, 1 
ſaw our old heroine Madame Prevot, whom you 
may recolle& at the Hague in the firſt line of 
tragic and comic characters. She is here doomed 
to perſonate old women, while her huſband; Mr. 
| Baptiſte, plays the violoncello in the orcheſtra 
and to ſuch a ſize is ſhe grown, that I did not 
| know her till ſhe was pointed out to me, when I ! 
at length diſcerned the well-known features 
through the load of fat by which they are op- 
preſſed. Their daughter adds to the muſical and 


theatrical talents of her father and mother, 2 


very extraordinary agility in dancing ; ; but, not- 
withſtanding this, and the excellence of her 
figure, the girl has the misfortune to be more ugly 
than I thought any woman could be. A little 


while after my arrival, Mademoiſelle Baron, 


who left the theatre at the Hague about three 
Fears ago, in endeavouring to avoid a coach, fell 
under the horſes, and was lo much bruiſed as 
to ſurvive only a few days. 


The accident hap- : 
pened 


ES; 
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1 


1 
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pened juſt as ſhe was upon the point of making 
a brilliant fortune by her connection with a very 
rich Swediſh nobleman. This theatre is a bad 
one, and reminded me of nothing ſo much as our 
| dear Caſuar! rraat. 


Of the acting I was un- 


; able to judge, having no knowledge of their lan- 
guage; the company, however, ſeemed to praiſe 
it. The firſt actreſs is a Daniſh woman, called 
Walter, the daughter of a common ſailor, and 
educated at Copenhagen by a private perſon. 
She is handſome, and has many admirers, whom 
ſhe delights herſelf with tormenting by a variety 
of caprices. A very ſingular inſtance of her in- 
ſolence is told here. Thinking herſelf not ſuſſici- 
ently paid for her performances, ſhe petitioned 
for an increaſe of ſalary, and one day ſpoke to 
the King about it with rather more ſpirit than 
uſual. His Majeſty bid her be content with the 
preſent payments, and told her very politively 


they ſhould never be increaſed. — Very well; 


* then I demand my diſmiſſion. “ You mall 
neither be diſmiſſed nor better paid. 3 
O! then I ſhall make my eſcape — fly from the 


** country—and never ſet my foot in it again,” — 


3 


The National play- 
NATIONAL Turan. | houſe is tolerably pretty. 


You may try—but will probably not find it 
very eaſy to eſcape from the kingdom if I forbid 
Bs A little while after, notwithſtanding the 
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63700 
watch kept upon her, ſhe did eſcape, and at the 
laſt port wrote in the dag-bok—* Sire, it is much 
« eaſier to eſcape from your kingdom than you 
„ ſuppoſe.” She defired this book might be 
| thewn to the King, and, as a curioſity, they ſent 
it. She then went to Denmark, and ſettled her- 
ſelf at Copenhagen, where ſhe was known, and 
received with great applauſe, when the King made 
her propoſals to return. At firſt ſhe treated them 
with diſdain, but having at length obtained the 
OE ſum demanded, ſhe returned to Stockholm, to 
enjoy the triumph and congratulations that 
awaited her. Beſides theſe three exhibitions there 
is a fourth, ſimilar to that of the Boulevards, at 
Paris, where they perform only detached ſcenes 
of ſmall operas and farces. This is open only in 
| ſummer, the actors being drawn from the inferior 
part of the French company. 7 They perform in a 
pavillion built by Queen Chriſtina, in the midſt 
of a large garden at a corner of the town. Here 
he is ſaid to have diverted herſelf in ſecret with 
her favourites; and as it was originally dedicated 
to pleaſure, it has never been perverted from the 
purpoſe of its inſtitution. They exhibit twice a 
week, during the nights on which there is no 
performance at the theatre. The company aſſem- 
ble in the walks towards night, and when they 
are wearied, retire into the pavillion, where they 
purchaſe refreſhments, and are entertained with 
ſongs and humourous repreſentations. 


Acapary 


4 55 
F 13 

F- The Academy of Sciences was in- 

3 Ac abu ſtituted in 1739 and holds its meet- 

5 or tings at Stockholm. Their memoirs, 

= - SCIENCES. as the celebrated tranſlator obſerves, 


prove them to have directed their 
attention © to every thing that could contribute 
« to the good of their country.” Agriculture 
and mechanics, two ſciences eminently inte- 
reſting to this kingdom, have been the chief ob- 
jects of their reſearches. The depopulating 
wars of preceding centuries had prevented al! 
Progreſs in the former, and the ignorance of the 
inhabitants, nearly approaching to barbariſm, 
was to be conquered only by vigorous and able 
endeavours. For ſome years the moſt beneficial 
effects have ariſen from their exertions : and ſeve- 
ral individuals encouraged by the prizes of the 
« Patriotic and Agricultural Society,” have given 
great aſſiſtance to the general deſign. 
VF This collection contains an im- 
| Rerocrrory menſe number of models of new or 
„„ a improved inſtruments and ma- 
Macnines. chines, and proves the ſociety to 
. have made/ſome laborious and ſuc- 
ceſsful advances in the ſcience of mechanics. 
hBeſides thoſe of agricultural inſtruments, here 
are many models of very curious machines uſed 
In the operations of the mines. One Pulheim, an 
able engineer and mechaniſt, has rendered him- 
felt very eminent throughout the kingdom for 
| His 


WE A 


ther mechaniſt, called Thunberg, a man now 
above eighty years old, has invented many mills 
and curious hydraulic machines, both for agri- 
cultural purpoſes and the ſervices of the mines. 
The ſtupendous works at Carſſe mon, which I 
hope ſoon to deſcribe to > you, are under his direc- 
tion. 


The Obſervatory i is 2 


Tre 488 lofty and beautiful build- 


ing, raiſed upon a rock at 


the extremity of the city, and furniſhed with a 
great number of excellent aſtronomical inſtru- 
ments of all ſorts. Here the Academy of Sciences 
hold their meetings. 


: Acarany oF by Count Teſſin in 1739, and an 


PaN TN ax p exhibition is every year made of 
Score TURE. their performances. I ſaw many 

paintings which had obtained f 
the premiums, and which appeared to me tole- 


rably good ; but my admiration was moſt excited 
by ſome pieces of ſculpture, executed by a Swede 
named Sergel, who forms his taſte by ſtudying 


the chets-d'ceuvres of antiquity at Rome, and 
thoſe of modern times in France. The King took 
him laſt year to Italy, that he might perfect him- 
ſelf by a ſecond view of thoſe remains of antiqui- 


ty, which had more than once ſerved him as mo- 


dels. He is*the pupil of a Frenchman, named 


Arcbeveque, Who has left at Stockholm two fine 
Tpecimens 


his 1 ingenious inventions of this fort. And ano- 


This academy 1 Was inſlituted 
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5 
ſpecimens of his performances; the one a pedeſ- 
trian ſtatue of Gu/tavus Vaſa, in the ancient habit, 
and with a long beard, placed before the hotel of 


the knights of the equeſtrian order; the other an 


equeſtrian ſtatue repreſenting Guſtavus Adolphus 


in the Roman habit. Both theſe are of bronze, 


and the laſt, which I ſaw in the workſhop, is in- 


tended to be placed in the center of a large ſquare 


fronting the palace. Of this ſquare, which is not 


yet finiſhed, the opera-houſe will form one fide, 
a palace, which they are now building for the 
. princeſs Albertina, another, and a third will be 
formed by the caſtle, ſeparated from it by a ca- 


nal with a bridge of ſeveral arches. 


But, however elegant theſe ſtatues may be, the 


connoiſſeurs ſpeak much more highly of an equeſ- 


trian ſtatue in the ſquare of the four palaces, ſo 
called hecauſe each ſide is formed by a ſingle 
palace. This is a bronze ſtatue of Frederic the 


Pifth, father of the preſent king, erected at the 


expence of the India Company, and modelled by 
2 French ſculptor, named Sally, brought bither 


to execute it at a great price. 
Their moſt eſteemed painters are a young man, 


named Pech, who ſucceeds tolerably well in por- | 


traits; and Mr. Rofaline, who by a long and la- 
borious ſtudy at Rome, has raiſed himſelf much 
above the rank of common artiſts. He gives a 


great deal of grace to his figures, and a charming 
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colouring to the whole; but his chief excellence 


is in the draperies. The portraits of the Royal 
Family, done by his hand, rather give one an 
opinion of his ſkill as a painter than of any for- 
tunate power of obtaining a likeneſs.—The paint- 
ings of an old man, whoſe name I have forgot, 


are alſo much commended. 
In an apartment of thejcaſtle I was ſhewn buſts 
of the King, Queen, and Ducheſs of Sudermania, 


all great likeneſſes, and a Venus done after that of 


Medicis, by the Serge! whom I before mentioned. 


The Venus has this ſingularity, that the head is a 
portrait of one of the fineſt women in Stockholm. 


A curious miniature painted by Hoyer, a Dane, 


ornaments the King's private cabinet. It repre- 
ſents the interview between his Majeſty and the 
Empreſs of Ruſſia in Finland in 1783. The whole 
compoſition was deſigned by the King, and the 
Sure are laid to be e likeneſſes. 


4 am, &c. dc. 


LETTER I 


| Copenhagen, Nov. 1 1785. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 1 


Arr the bullied 4 
Gverſions of this place, I am happy to find op- 


portunities of en to You, i in continuation of 
thoſe 


4 
thoſe accounts which you have already favoured 
with ſo flattering a reception. 


The quay which lines the port of Stackliole i is 


of extraordinary breadth, and about a quarter of 
a league in length. It is bordered by many beau- 


tiful houſes, and by one ſide of the caſtle, while 
an immenſe number of veſſels, ranged along its 

ſides, and the Iſle of Admiralty, of which there 
1s a view, contribute to make it a very intereſt- | 


ing ſcene. 


The ifland is Seel as a Sort of the city, 
and contains a dock-yard, docks and magazines 
for the reception and equipment of the galleys, 
caſerns for the corps of marines, and the elegant 
| houſes of the Admiral North-Anker, commander 
of the port and dock-yard, and of the other prin- 
cipal officers. On one fide of it is a very high 
rock, upon the top of which ſtands an old caſtle, 
formerly the defence of the port, but now ſuf- 
fered to remain in a very ruinous ſtate, a new 
one having been built at the entrance of the 
Scheeren. My friend Monſieur V... D.. B. 
introduced me to Admiral North-Anker, a very 
meritorious officer, to whom the marine is in- 
debted for ſeveral excellent regulations, and for _ 
an able work printed at Stockholm in 1774, en- 
titled, © A Treatiſe upon the neceſſity of ſup- ; 


* porting a Navy, and exerciſing the Scamen.“ 


Ue permitted me tg take a view' of every thing 
remarkable! in the iland, and appointed an officer 
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who had ſerved in our navy, and ſpoke Dutch, 
to attend me. 

Ihe gallevs are uſed upon the lake Malern, 
amongſt the rocks called Scheeren, and on the 
coaſts of Finland. They are ſafe only in favour- 
able weather, as they can by no means bear a 
high ſea or a ſtrong wind. Their principal uſe 
is in tranſporting troops, who are frequently 


exerciſed and inſtructed to row them, the num- 
ber of ſlaves being far from ſufficient. The mo- 


del upon which they are built was brought from 


Ruſſia, and they are ſo conſtructed as to be taken 
in pieces by the ſailors, and placed on board men 
of war, in order to be launched in ſhallow ſeas, 
and parts where the navigation is rendered dan- 


gerous by rocks. I went on board one, which 
had ſometimes carried the King in his voyages to 


Finland. This was made for fifty oars, and was 
then in the dock. yard to be refitted. The others 
were in their ſeparate docks, and, I therefore, 
did not ſee them ; but they are of 28, 32, 36, 
40, and 44 oars, of which the largeſt carries a 


twenty-fout pounder in the bow, and the ſmalleſt 
a twelve pounder. They are in all 58, and four 
of them are ſo conſtructed as to ſerve either for 
frigates or galleys as occaſions require. Io the 
Whole leet belong ſeveral prames armed with 


cannon, a couple of brigantines, a bomb-ketch N. 


and ſome Loops for the purpoſe. of reconnoi- 
1 tring. 55 \ 


G eneral 
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General Count Frenſwird, ſo well known for 
his fortifications 1 in Finland, ſuggeſted the ſtruc- 
ture and uſe of theſe galleys, which he has admi- 

5 rably adapted to the difficult navigation of the 
We Swediſh coaſts. . 

They ſhewed me here a yacht, called the Am. 
phion, in which the king makes his paſſages to 
Finland or Carlſcroon, when galleys are not to 

be uſed. It is a beautiful veſſel, ſomething re- 
ſegpbling our Buyten-yatchts, but without the raiſed 
| awning : the dining-room, bed-room, and writ- 
ing cloſet richly ornamented, and furniſhed with 
an elegance very uncommon, _ 

The garriſon is by no means ſtrong at Stock. 
holm, being compoſed only of the foot- guards, 
light-horſe, a part of the regiment of artillery, 
and a corps of horſemen ſelected from the youn- 
ger branches of the firſt families, two of whom 

| always eſcort the royal family. In this capital, 
as in all cities at which courts reſide, ſhows, balls, | 
aſſemblies, and gaming prevail in the winter. 
Notwithſtanding the ſhortneſs of their ſummer, 
the Swedes are very fond of the country, and 
delight much in the pictureſque appearance of 
their provinces, to which they fly from Stock- 
holm as ſoon as the ſeaſon perniits. On this ac- 
count, I ſaw only few people of faſhion, the 
— greater part having retired to their eſtates, or to 
ſome of the mineral waters with which Sweden | 
abounds, A . party of the nobility were 
this 
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this ſummer at Medivi, a place celebrated for its 


Waters, where the Princeſs Albertina then reſided 


for the benefit of her health. 
The king, when at Stockholm, "NY very fa. 


miliarly with his ſubjects, - frequenting the aſ- 


ſemblies of the nobility, and even of the Bour- 


geois, and viſiting in all reſpects like a private per- 
ſon, in which character, upon theſe occaſions, 
he is deſirous of being received. No expence is, 
however, ſpared to render the court brilliant. 
His Majeſty gives particular encouragement to 
public ſpectacles, and there is an opera now in 
preparation, entitled Guſtavus Vaſa, compoſed 
upon a plan ſuggeſted by himſelf. The muſic is 
by Nauman, maſter of the chapel to the Elector 

of Saxony, and a painter has been obtained from 
E Italy to execute the decorations. | | 


The Queen is a perfect Daniſh beanty; with 2. 


Ba tür complexion, blue eyes and blond hair. Her 

perſon is ſtately, and there is no reſemblance be- 
tween her and her brother the King of Denmark. 
= 55 ſees no company during the abſence of the 


g, 1 had not the honour of being preſented; 


a, 1 ſaw her at the comedy, ſurrounded by the 
whole court in the national dreſs, and have fre- 


quently met her upon the promenade, accom- 


|  panied only by one lady, and followed by a lac- 


quey. Her manners appeared to be very amiable, 


and | the | is "any much beloved. —I was pre- 


ente 


. 


DN 


„ 
tented to the Prince Royal, then about ſeven 
years old. He is of a very weak conſtitution, 


but e to have made conſiderable ad- 
vances for his age. Our converſation Was in 


French, He was " dreffed in the national habit, 


which ſat very becomingly upon him. The Ba- 
ron de Spaar, his governor, is a very well-bred 
man, and has the reputation of poſſeſſing all the 


qualities requiſite for the education of a prince 


deſtined to the throne. A young prince whole - 
robuſt make ſeemed to indicate a longer life, 
died much regretted, in the laſt year, Since his 
death, the Prince Royal alone remains to the 
hopes of the nation, the Duke of Sudermania 


having no children, and Prince Frederic being 


unmarried. Theſe two brothers were upon a 
Journey into the country, and I had, therefore, : 


no opportunity of ſeeing them. 


The habit of the court, both Fa gentlemen : 


and ladies, is black, with facings of flame colour- 


5 ed ſatin. On gala days every body appears in 
ſatins of this colour, and white ; but thoſe who 


do not go to court, or have not been preſented, 


wear any colour indifferently. No ladies of 
Stockholm wear the national habit, but thoſe 


who rank with nobility, or have been preſented 


at court by virtue of the employments of their 

| huſbands. All the others are dreſſed in the 
French faſhion, as in the other parts of Sweden. 
This national dreſs is conſtantly worn only by 
the men ; ; the women have wage at tlie de- 


crce, 
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cree, and the habit, if adopted a at all, , has ſince 
been generally rejected. 
There are ſome public walks at Stockholm, in 
which the gay world aſſembles towards evening. 
Beſides that of Queen Chriſtina, there is another 
of great beauty, being formed of large alleys and 
arbours of linden trees, under the ſhade of which 
a vaſt number of people are continually paſſing 
without diſtinction of rank. Along theſe alleys 
parterres of flowers of all ſorts offer their ſcents 
to the paſſengers, and thoſe who are weary of 
the crowd, may enjoy the retreats of many 
5 ſhady bowers, enlivened by the ſongs of nume- 
rous birds. The nightingale alone, of all the 
birds known in Holland, is not found here: her 


viſit extends no farther than Scania, and even 


there, the ſong is by no means fo e as in 

more ſouthern countries. 

-: incloſure of a ſuburb on i the deli of ; 
the city, the King has a ſmall pleaſure-houſe, de- 
lightfully ſituated upon the bank of a canal, con- 
nected with the lake Milern. Here the woods are 
divided into charming walks, terminating in pic- | 
tureſque points of view. The admirers of rural 

| ſcenery are much attracted to this ſpot, which the 
| King has permitted to be opened for the reception . 

of the public. It is called Carſberg. 

I muſt not forget to mention a ſuperb park at 

d the gates of Stockholm, in which alſo the inhabi- 

tants enjoy ſome charming walks. It is upon the 

banks 


Ws 
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| hanks of one of the canals of Scheeren, and be- 
tween the trees you catch a tranſient view of all 


the veſſels entering or going out of the port, 


which are obliged to double the points of theſe 
illands. Here there are ſeveral houſes of enter- 
tainment, at which dinners, and all forts of re- 

freſhments are to be had. The park is very large, 


and planted with trees of various kinds, the roots 


of which ſeek their nouriſliment in the ſiſſures of 
the rocks. In an incloſure of this park is a pavi- 


lion, or rather pleaſure-houſe, the uſe of which 


the King has given to Mr. de Sprengporten, who 
fo much diſtinguiſhed himſelf in his favour, at 
the head of the Finland corps, on the day of the 
revolution; he is aged and infirm, but has two 


brothers“, one in the ſervice of Holland, the 


other envoy extraordinary” to the court of Den- 
mark. 


At the extremity of another rd there 1 is a 


mineral ſpring, to which they attribute ſome good - 
qualities. I faw ſeveral drinkers, who were ap- 
parently of the inferior claſſes, and unable to bear 
the expence of more diſtant remedies. You 
would be ſurpriſed to find how much a cool ſitua- 


tion is ſought after here, and will ſcarcely believe 


me, when I tell you, that in the months of June 
and Juby, the heat is almoſt inſupportable. At 
that time the ſun is almoſt always above the hori- : 


'» The firſt i is now in the Ruſſan Revs. and the inter  reccived the ap- ; 
pointment of amballador-i in 1788. | 
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zon, and the natural warmth of his rays is in- 


creaſed by reflection from the rocks. But, not- 


withſtanding the heated ſtate of the atmoſphere 


in the day time, the nights are exceſſively cool, 
and, I think, colder in proportion to the heat of 
the days. The obliquity of the ſun's courſe at 


this elevation of the pole, occaſions him to re- 


main long about the limits of the horizon, and 
then the air begins to cool. 


Such is the clearneſs of the nights, that during : 
the whole time of my remaining at Stockholm, 1 
could have read by midnight the ſmalleſt writing; 

a ſort of continued day, which is of great aſſiſtance 


to thoſe who are induced to traverſe the country 
at this ſeaſon of the year. 


The King, when in Sweden, 


DroTRINGHOLM. uſually paſſes the ſummer at 


n Diroiningholm, a ſeat about two 
miles from Stockholm, upon the banks of the 


lake Malern. The voyage is made in ſmall ſailing 


boats, there being no acceſs but from the lake, 
which is here very narrow, at moſt not above a 


quarter of a league in breadth. This ſhort navi- 
gation, however, in windy or rainy weather, ex- 


_ cites a great deal of diſcontent among the foreign 
- miniſters, and others who are obliged to pay their 
attendance at court two days in a week. fa order, 2 


therefore, to ſpare them this inconvenience, a 


bridge 18  conftruQing at immenſe expence and 


trouble. 
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1 
trouble. The road is to be made by blowing 
away rocks, and muſt afterwards be ſecur ed from 
the waters, by large dikes. 
I be ſeat is very beautiful, and contains many 
richly furniſhed apartments. In it are a library, 
a cabinet of natural hiſtory, another of ancient 
and modern medals, with a collection of original 
Flemiſh, Dutch, and Italian paintings. The whole 
was brought together by the Queen's mother, ſiſ- 
ter to the great Pruſſian Frederic; a Princeſs who 
united an hereditary elevation of ſoul, with a 
fondneſs for the ſtudy of the ſciences, and a taſte 
for the fine arts, At a conſiderable expence, ſhe,. 
made ſeveral elegant and complete collections, 
and inſtituted an academy of belles lettres, which, . 
during her life, held its meetings at Drotning- | 
Ron. 
The gardens are os. and the walks well laid 
out, though with ſomething too much attention 
to uniformity. In one quarter, called Canton, the 
Chineſe manner has been exactly imitated. A large 
pavilion, ſurrounded with a dozen ſmaller ones, 
_ each fitted up, and deſtined for ſume ſeparate uſe, 
has very much the air of a Mandarin's reſidence. 
One of theſe contains a compleat forge and work 
ſhop, with the neceſſary apparatus for making 1 
locks, an art in which the late King was ſaid to 
excel, and which, with ſome of his favourites, he | 
frequently exerciſed here. The other pavilions 1| 
are furniſhed as s bed-rooms, or rooms tor ſupper, | 
EE dancing, 
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dancing, or cards. The furniture was brought 
from China, and is the moſt ſplendid that could 


be obtained. Here the King ſometimes gives fetes, 
and then the valets, pages, and lacqueys are dreſſ- 
ed entirely in the Chineſe taſte. 

But what ſtruck me as moſt admirable at Drot- 
ningholm, was the ſingular contraſt of trees and 


flowers, with the barren rocks by which they are 
ſurrounded. 


Jam, &c. 
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Nr DEAR FRIEND, 


ys ch writable nftitutions N 
eſtabliſhed at Stockholm do honour to human na- 
ture. They boaſt two houſes for the reception of 
orphans, a foundling hofpital, and one for gra- 


tuitous inoculation. Of the firſt, one was found- 


ed in 1732, at the expence of the city, and the 
other in 1755. That for foundlings was eſtabliſu- 
ed in 1753, by the free-maſons. There are alſo 
two lying-in-hofpitals, of which one was founded 
in 1774, by Ramftrom, a phyſician, but was ſoon : "i 
after adopted by the patriotic ſociety, who have 
| charged themſelves with tsſupport; and the other, 


in 


2 


. * n e F e 


. 
IJ 
Ny 
"Na 
E. 
Tt 
1 
* 
3 
I 
Ne 
5 
9 * 
* 
* 
- 5 : 
9 
* 
8 
4 8 
> 
r 
THE 
1 - 
* 
* 
. WS 
5M 
8 
BO! > 
ke 8 
8 
$4 
+ 
bes 
9 
7 Ny 
— 
* 
4 
i = 
SEM 
. 
Fox 
5 
x. 85 
2 
AY 
5 
4 aL 
BY 
3 Bo 
4 * 
1 » : 
7 
9 
ag” 
as * 
54 
* 
£8 
2 
MH 4 
9 
2 4 
ER > 
bd + 
1 
,> 
* 

5 
OY 
7 

92 

< "x 
* 
— 

» 
ha + 
* 
* 
. A 
* U 
3 
1 
x 
"UL 
£ 2 
ifs 
"YA 
+ Ge 
1 * * 
. „ & 
„ e 
3 
he ns 
2 
RBI 
5 
A 
8 
A 24D 
1 
— 
85" 
Peet 
n 
. 
420 
3 
2 xs 
n 
15 Fs 
8 
98 
Pk 
4 a2 
2 wy 
7 
1 5 
9” 4 
* 
1 
5 7 g 
+ PL 
"05; 
42 
N 
88 
8 
_ 
Mc” 
2 

* 
e 
Fo; 

Br” 3.x! 
3 
"Bo 
2 
* 


un 

3 
a >) 
Wa" 
. 


. 
Is 
By 
85 
„ 
$4 
. 
xa 
uh 
82 * 
3 5 
art : 
* 4 
Jon 
_ 


* * 


1 8 
in imitation of ſo good an example, by the ma- 
giſtrates of the city. In theſe a certain number of 


women are received during their illneſs, and care 
is taken of thoſe children whoſe mothers are una- 
ble to nurſe them. Beſides theſe inſtitutions, 
| there. is another, called the College of Medicine, 
- whoſe general utility and benevolent purpoſes can 
never be ſufficiently praiſed. It was eſtabliſhed 
by government in 1698, and 1s compoſed . 
preſident, fix aſſeſſors, three profeſſors, two aſſiſt- 
ants, a ſyndic and ſecretary, who all reſide in the 
capital. Forty phyſicians, deputed by this col- 
lege, and paid by the ſtate, are ſent into the dif- 


ferent provinces, in order to give attendance to 


the poor gratis. The fund for the ſupport of this 
Inſtitution is raiſed by a ſmall exciſe upon wine 
and brandy, and a cuſtom duty upon the imparta- 
tion of coffee, Out of this fund all neceſſary _ 
- medicines are ſupplied, and, in general, the whole 
expences of illneſs defrayed. An eſtabliſhment, 
formed in 1774, for the benefit of thoſe afflicted 
by the Cyprian diſorder, is not to be paſſed over 
Without its ſhare of praiſe. Mr. Halman, one of 
the phylicians of the court, is appointed to the care 
of patients of this claſs, and three apothecaries are 
engaged to furniſh medicines at coſt price. Stock- 


holm has alſo its hoſpitals for the cure of the 


uſual diſorders, and ſome houſes for the relief of 
the Poor. f 
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Your obſervations upon the hoſpitality of the 


Swedes are exceedingly juſt. This country, on 
account of its ſoil, ſituation, and climate, is not 
likely to become the reſidence of ſtrangers, or, 
indeed, to be often viſited by travellers. A jour- 
ney into Sweden, undertaken for the mere pur- 
pole of ber the country, is almoſt a phæno- 
menon; on which account they are very little 


ſubject to be the dupes of thoſe adventurers ſo 


common in places of public reſort. Hoſpitality is 5 
one of the firſt virtues of mankind, and can ne- 


ver be deſtroyed but by treachery and diſtruſt. 


It is here univerſally practiſed, and amongſt people 
of diſtinction is rendered {till more pleaſing by 


their agreeable eaſineſs of manners and great na- 


5 tural politeneſs, . 


Vou have, indeed, ſome nd for ſuppoſing | 
That the barrenneſs of the country muſt take 


much from the pleaſure of travelling.” At 
| firſt, the unuſual breadth of the roads, the foreſts 
of lofty firs and enormous birch- trees through 


which they are cut, and the frequent views of 
woods, lakes, rocks, and rivers, ſtrike the ima- 


gination, and raiſe the mind; but the tedious = 
length of theſe foreſts, the per petudl ſameneſs of 
verdure and ſolitude, and the proſpect of a deſo- 


ate uninhabited country ſoon ſubſtitute ſadneſs 


for ſublimity, and make you ſeem as if you was : 
alone in the world. Although theſe foreſts, eſpe· 
_— thoſe of Dalecarlia, abound with wi. ani- 


5 

mals, I ſaw very few in my journey: the elks, 
bears, and foxes, to avoid the attacks of hunters, 
remain in the higheſt and moſt inacceſſible places; 
but herds of hinds, and ſtags are ſometimes ſeen 
| at a diſtance, feeding between the trunks of the 
firs upon the ſcanty moſs which grows upon the 
rocks. Twice alſo I ſaw ſome foxes, nearly 
white, and ſome hares of the ſame colour. 
J left Stockholm about three o'clock in the af. | 

ternoon, having firſt dined Wich Mr. .. . 

B.. . who, to fave me the trouble of being ex- 

amined as a traveller, politely took me in his car- 
riage beyond the barriers of the city. 1 
5 That night I ſlept at Upſal, the 
Province capital of Upland, and the ſeat of a 
or celebrated univerſity. It ſtands at the 
UrLAxp. diſtance of ſeven miles from Stock- 
Ursar. holm, and the road to it lies through = 
_ a cultivated country, in which great 

quantities af excellent corn, eſpecially barley and 
rye, are annually grown. U arrived there at about 
eleven o'clock at night, and happily avoided a 
terrible ſtorm which came on immediately after- 
wards. At my inn I found a good bed and ſup- 
per, provided for me by Mr. V. D.. B. 
who had ſent an ns ara from Stockholm to 

„„ To 

1 had a letter to Mr. Menanderhielm, profeſſor 

of 5 onomy, from Monſieur Muſchin Puftin, the 


Ruſſian 


( 


Ruſſian miniſter in Sweden, whom you knew at 


the Hague, and whoſe ſon is a ſtudent in the uni- 


_ verſity; to Profeſſor Linnæus, ſon of the cele- 
brated Linnaeus, Mr. Afeelius, experimental lec- 
turer in chemiſtry, and the librarian Mr. Vilenius, 
had alſo letters from . Wabrendorf, Mr. Grill, 
other perſons. 

J had much pleaſure, on entering Upſal, to 
think that I was then in a place which had been 
honoured by the reſidence of the celebrated Lin- 


næus; and from which, as from a center, the 
rays of his knowledge expanded over the whole 
_ circumference of the globe. In this there Was 

alſo a mixture of national feeling. I recolle&ted 


how much my country had contributed to the 
perfecting this great man; and that under the 


famous Boerhaave he had ſtudied all the plants 
and herbs of Holland, Mr. Clifford having fur- 
niſhed him with the opportunities and conveni- 
encies of ſtudy. On this account, I perſuaded 
myſelf that the Swediſh nation in general, and 


this univerſity in particular, muſt feel a ſort of 


gratitude which would enſure a favourable re- 
ception to every Dutchman who ſhou'd arrive 


at Upfal. 


The morning after my 8 1 diſpatched my : 
letters, and deſired to know when I might pay 
my reſpects to the ſeveral gentlemen. Mr. Afzelius 
and Mr. Menanderhielm, jun. came to me, imme- 


. Mr. Afzelius * aſſured me that his ; 
time 


(09-3 = 
time and endeavours were at my ſervice; and Mr. 
Menanderhielm told me that his father, being in- 

diſpoſed, had taken the opportunity of a vacation 
to drink the mineral waters at Saterbronn, in the 
OD of Dalecarlia. He then joined with 
Mr. Afzelius in offering me his ſervices, and they 
; beg by conducting me towards the library. 
We had before ſent a meſſage to Mr. Vilenius, 
the librarian, with the rank of profeſſor, by whom 
we were met and conducted into two large apart- | 
ments, in which the books are depoſited. 
: This, according to Mr. Vitenius, 
5 LIBRARY, contains 40,000 volumes, diſtributed 
Into clafles, of which that of philoſo- 7 
phy! is the moſt complete. At the two ends of 
theſe apartments, are placed the ſtatues of Guſta- 
vus Adolphus and Charles the Eleventh, the 
principal reſtorers and protectors of this univerſi- 
ty, which was firſt founded in 1478. After re- 
ceiving ſome endowments and privileges from 
Guſtavus Vaſa, it had been neglected for ſeveral 
ſucceeding reigns, but was at length reſtored by 
Guſtavus Adolphus, who preſented it with the 
| libraries taken in his wars, which he always carc- 
fully preſerved from the pillage of the ſoldiers. 
From Charles it alſo received ſome benefits and = 
privileges. 
In a large coffer, filled with manuſcripts, I was 
ſhewn the Codex Argenteus, ſo called becauſe the 
letters upon the parchment are all lyered. This 
H - ru 
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is a manuſcript of the fourth century, and con- 


tains a tranſlation of the four evangeliſts into the 
Gothic language, by biſhop Ulphilus. Here alſo 


is preſer ved the manuſcript journal of Eric XIV. 


{on of Guſtavus Vaſa, who was impriſoned and 
poiſoned by his brother in the caſtle of Gripſholm. 
Alis ſuperſtition, which increaſed almoſt to mad- 
neſs, is rely recorded by this journal, where, at 
the head of each day of the week, he has placed 
tome ſigns of the Zodiack, and ſeveral hierogly- 
phic figures. Ihe firſt book printed in Sweden, 
dated anno 1483, is ſhewn here; and a fine cabi- 
net made at Ratiſbon, which that city preſented 
10 Guſtavus Adolphus. It is compoſed of inlaid 
work, and the workmanſhip, conſidering its date, 


appears to be well executed. In it is a fine agate, 


curiouſly painted on both ſides, and ſome curio- 
ſitics, which would be more properly preſerved 
in a convent than in an univerſity library. Such 
are Judas's purſe, one of the pieces of ſilver re- 
ceived by him for betraying our Saviour, and the 
{:;ppers of the Virgin Mary. Remarking my ſur- 
priſe to the librarian to find ſuch things in ſuch a a 
place, he laughed, and confeſſed the circumſtance 


was e e enough; but, ſays he, theſe things 


were received in the cabinet, and, therefore, can- 

not well be ſeparated from it. He then took | 
from a little drawer a carved cherry-ſtone, con- 
taining a coach with ſix horſes, a coachman, pol- 


800 and lacqueys, and two perſons ſeated in the 


inſide , + 


E 

inſide; a work entirely executed in ivory by the 
famous general Baner*. The apartments are or- 
namented by a complete hiſtorical collection of 
Swediſh medals in cabinets, and by ſeveral por- 
traits, amongſt which I diſtinguiſhed that of Arch- 

| biſhop Trolle, the ſtrenuous oppoſer of Guſtavus 
ä -- During the -ablence of; My-- - 
Oxzrevalory Menanderhielm, the Obſerva- 

ED tory, than which none was ever 

- worſe furniſhed, was under the direction of Mr. 

| Proſperin, who has the title of Obſervator. A 

1 pendulum by Graham, a quadrant, a Gregorian 

3 teleſcope, and a perſpective of twenty feet in 
<= length by Dollond, are the only inſtruments tot 
ſeen here, except three tin tubes uſed by Meſſrs. 
Maupertuis, Celſius, Outhier, &c. in the famous 
operation of meaſuring a degree of the meridian 
at Tornes. They are preſerved here in memory 
of theſe great men, who, by uſing them in an 
important and difficult diſcovery, have entitled 1 
them to ſome degree of veneration. _ 1 
| My two Kander i intro- : | 
8 GARDEN. duced me to Mr. Lin- | 

| „„ = naus}, to whom I preſent- 
ed my letter. He received me with much polite- 
neſs, and led me into the garden, the arrange · 


* The es is generally Baker: 
#1 He ied in the Sen of the tame Fear: 
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5 e 
ment of which, he ſaid, was the ſame as in the life 
of his father. Having very little knowledge of 
botany, I was unable to eſtimate the merit of this 
collection; but as the plants are all preſerved as 
in the time of the late profeſſor, its value is 
probably very great, and recompenſes them for 
the uncommon attention they beſtow upon it. 
Moſt of the plants which live abroad with us, are 
here kept in green-houfes, and never re N 
to the open air. 3 —_— 
The garden is entirely laid out in "the Dutch _ 
taſte, being ſurrounded with linden trees, and | 
divided by hedges properly cut. It is about 
twice the ſize of the botanical garden at the 
Hague. Of the preſent profeflor Linnaeus, I 
have not much to ſay; he was in Holland about 
two years ago, and you probably ſaw him. He 
is here thought much below his father in abilities; 
but there is a fiſter who ſtudies botany, and has 
publiſhed ſome obſervations that are e highly pokes 
of. 7 
Near che botanical garden is the cabinet 1 na- 


tural hiſtory, which is in n great diſorder, and very 
ill furniſhed. | | 


i This collection Was 3 by 
Caper Mr. Bergmann, the late profeſſor 
or of chemiſtry, whoſe death is much 

CnymisTRY. lamented here. It is very curious, 
1 and worthy of its —— whom he 
Swedes 


101 e 
Swedes deſervedly praiſe, and place amongſt the 
firſt rank of learned men. I heard much alſo of 


Profeſſor Menanderhielm, whoſe acquaintance 15 


afterwards obtained at Siterbronn. | 


VUpſal, when I was there, contained about ſeven 
or eight hundred ſtudents, amongſt whom I per- 


ceived many Ruſſians ; the number varies in dif- 


ferent years; and, as in all other univerſities, 


depends much upon the character of the | ag 


5 feſſors. 


Of the three Universities of Sweden this i 1s the 
chief; the others are Abo in Finland, and Lund in 


Scania ; the latter chiefly celebrated for theologi- 


cal ſtudies. I vifited this in my journey through 
Scania, and propoſe t to give you ſome account 


of 1 it hereafter. 


The antiquities of Upfal and? its oelghbourhood 
are very remarkable. 'F:!ll the 13th century, this 
was the reſidence of the Swediſh kings; and upon 


a height i in one corner of the city, are the runs 
of a palace, which appears to have been of con- 


{iderable fize, and was probably in the days of its 


erection a monument of gothic taſte and magni- 
Hcence. Great part of it was accidental! ly burnt in 


the beginning of the preſent century ; they have 


rebuilt one fide with ſtone, and in this is the re- 
0 ſidence of the provincial governor, 18 well a 
ſome dungeons uſed for priſons. ” 


The cathedral, which is the ſineſt 3 in 
Sweden, well deſerves notice. For merly the ce- 


De emony : 
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(10) 
remony of coronation was performed in it, but 
Vlrica Eleonora, younger ſiſter of Charles the 
Twelfth, was the laſt who received a crown here. 

Her huſband Prince Frederic of Heſſe, was the 
firſt king crowned at Stockholm. Amongſt the 
vaſt number of tombs with which the church is 
decorated, I obſerved that of Guſtavus Vaſa, who. 
18 repreſented in an ancient habit reclining between k 
his two wives. Here alſo are the tombs of the 6: 
celebrated chancellor Oxenſtiern and of Catherine Y 
of Jaquellon, daughter of a king of Poland, and 
wife of John the Third, ſon of Guſtavus Vaſa, 
The aſhes of Eric the Ninth, ſurnamed the Saint, 
repoſe in a ſilver ſhrine repreſenting the cathedral, 
and placed: on the right hand of the altar behind 
a large iron grate. He was ſlain in a battle with 
the Danes near Upſal, anno 1160, and was at. 
firſt interred at Gamle Upſala, which I ſhall ſoon 
 defcribe to you, from whence his bones were re⸗ 
moved to this cathedral. 5 
An old trunk of a tree, reſembling rather a 
club than a ſtatue, was ſhewn me as the image of 
Odin, who was formerly worſhipped in Sweden 
under the name of Thor. It was brought here, 
after having fallen from a niche in the ſteeple of 
the church at Gamle Uyſala, and is a mere block 


of wood, carved at the er part into the re- 
ſemblance of a face. 
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1 looked long and anxiouſly for ſome monu- | 
ment expreſſive of the reſpect due to the memory _ | 
of Linnæus, and, not perceiving any, enquired | 


of my conductor where it was. He told me there 
was no monument, and he did not know in 
What part of the church Linnæus was buried. 
We, however, began to ſearch for it, and read all 
the inſcriptions upon the pavement. At length, 
upon a ſmall ſtone, half hid by a bench, we dii- 
covered, . Hic facet Linnæus Prafeſſor.“ There was 
no characteriſtic epithet or hiſtorical inſcription, 
and the grave was not to be diſtinguiſhed from 
that of a common bourgeois. Happily. however, 
his fame is already diffuſed by his works, and 
neither monument nor epitaph are neceſſary to 
prolong it: a conſideration in which I loſt the 
To pain at firſt occaſioned by ſuch groſs neger. 
„ | Gamle-Uſala, or Ola Upſal. 
Ord UPpsAL. c Gamle being the Swediſh word 
33% I old) 1s at the diſtance of A 
kague from the city. I went thither in a ſmall 
country calaſh drawn by one horſe, the driver of 
which places himſelf behind. Aboat twenty pea- 
{ants houſes compoſe the village, which is ſituated 
upon an eminence ſurrounded by an immenſe 
number of round twnuli * of different ſizes, and 1 
no doubt formed by the hand WI man. The tra- — 


The original has enfculee. 
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( 104 ) 
ditional account of theſe tumuli is, that ſome con- 
. tain the bones of their ancient kings, and others 
were uſed as places of facrifice to the gods. A 
village, the reſidence of theſe kings, is alſo ſaid 
to have exiſted there before the birth of Chriſt; 
but there are no veſtiges to confirm the report. 
About a century before the Chriſtian æra, theſe 
countries were ſubdued by Odin, at the head of 
a people iſſuing from the banks of the Don or Bo- 
riſthenes : a low ſquare tower, built of commen 
ſtones, which ſtill remains, is attributed to him, 
15 and to this a church is added of the ſame mate- 
Wy rials, but of more modern conſtruction, hav- 
8 ing been built ſo late as the eleventh cen: 
tury. 
In a ſield, at the diſtance of half a league from : 
| thence, I faw another monument of antiquity, | 
called Mora/teen : this is a heap of broken ſtones, 
1 upon which the ancient kings ſtood to harangue 
wdtee people, who bore them upon ſhields from 
1 thence to their palaces. The ſtones are now pre- 
ſerved in a hut, and upon them are the half obli- | 
terated marks, which you are told, formerly ex- 
preſſed the names of theſe kings, and exhibited 
their coats of armour, 
In the church of Game Upſala, I was tow 
- the place from which the bones of Eric the Saint 
were removed to the cathedral of Upſal. Near 
this place, they ſhew you upon a wall under a 
vault, an ill. e ſtatue, with ſome old gilding 


upon 


1050 
upon it, ſaid to be an ancient repreſentation ot 
this ſainted king, but which I ſhould have taken 
for ſome chef dewore of modern awkwardnels, 
rather than the production of ancient devotion. 
Here alſo I was ſhewn the niche from which fell 
the curious 5 of Oh, before mentioned to 
you. 
It is now time that I ſhould give you tome 1 
count of the city of Upfal itfelf. This is ſoon 
done. It has neither walls, ramparts, nor gates, 
and all the buildings are of wood, except only 
the churches, the Obſervatory, the town-houſe, 
and the houſes of the archbiſhop, and a few 
others. It is ſmall, containing, perhaps, three or 
four thouſand inhabitants, and is ſituated in a 
beautiful well cultivated plain, upon the banks 
of the ſmall river Tyris, by which it is divided 
into two parts, the northern called Up/al, and 
the ſouthern Fierding. Having no trade, it is in- 
debted to the univerſity, the governor and the 
colleges which form the government of Upland 
for its ſupport. TWO very remarkable cuſtoms 
prevail in it: one is, that, as a reſource in caſe 
of fire, the inhabitants are obliged to keep on 
each fide of their doors, a large barrel filled with 
water, the freſhneſs of which is preſerved by the 
_ continual ſoaking of fir branches, whoſe verdure 
gives a cheerful appearance to the town. The 
other, that through the whole day as well as 
oy there is a man Walking upon the top ot 


A tower, ; 


616 

a tower, to give the alarm upon the firſt ſymp. 
toms of fire; and that he may be known to be 
upon his poſt, he is obliged to announce by a 
ſpeaking-trumpet, every hour and half hour, as 
ſtruck by the clock. An excellent precaution in 
a country where the houſes are of wood, and 

the progreſs of fire ſo terrible and rapid. _ 
Having fatisfied | my curioſity at Upſal, I ſet 
out for the mines, of which 1 propoſe to give 
Jou an account in my next letter, + 

1 am, tee, 
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my DEAR FRIEND, 


Arms leaving Upfal, 1 
took ths road for Ofterby, an eſtate, and forge 
about eight miles from the city, belonging to 
Meſſrs. Grill and Pyll, from whom I had received 
an invitation. 1 arrived there at ſeven in the 
evening, and leaving my ſervant and voiture at 
the inn, walked to the manor-houſe, in which 
Mr. Pyll refides. He received me with much po- 
liteneſs, inſiſted upon ſending for my voiture and 
ſervant, and introduced me to his lady, whom I 
found engaged at tea, with about twenty perſons 
rn? pt Tos Mmm mem Ela 
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of both ſexes entirely dreſſed in black. Theſe 1 


was informed, were ſome of the oflicers and per- 
ſons employed in the mines, who, with their 


wives, came every Sunday in this ceremonial 
dreſs, to paſs the day with their Patron*., After 
tea, Mr. Pyll led me to the apartment intended 
for me, and from thence to the garden, in which 
I found all the company aſſembled. There 1 
was ſurpriſed to ſee in cheſts, the moſt beautiful 
orange. trees, citron- trees, and other productions 
of warm climates, which, however, I was told 
were only thus expoſed for about fix weeks of the 
pear, being preſerved at other times by the arti- 
ficial heat of green-houſes. The garden is very 
beautiful, and the Dutch taſte has been exactly 
imitated in the arrangement of it; but I could 
perceive neither peach nor apricot in the open 
air. The gardener, who, like moſt of thoſe of 
| Sweden, had learned his trade in Holland, told 
me that, by heating the green-houſes in winter, 
it was eaſy to preſerve them, and even to make 
them bloſſom, but that no means had yet been 
found of obtaining the fruit. The ſupper was 


cheerful, and an air of good-nature prevailed, 


highly preferable to the artificial politeneſs and 


elegance of higher ranks. You know I have 


ſome 


Patron of the Mines, is a name given in Sweden to any individual, who, 


with a ſhare in the mines, has allo a forge eſtabliſhed upon his own eſtates. 
It is alſo ſometimes beſtowed as a title of honour, and ſach are the terms 


Fiſcal of tbe A, Counſellor 2 | the Mines, 9 ſome others. 
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ſome reliance upon my ſkill in phy ſiognomy, and 
I confeſs to you, that, though my ignorance of 
their language prevented my taking a part in the 
conversation ror theſe miners, I had no ſcruple to 
believe them amongſt the worthieſt of mankind. 
They were cheertul, and I thought the goodneſs 


of their hearts made them alſo happy. The mi- 


niſter of the place ſpoke German, and his wife a 
little French; I was ſeated between them, and 
they joined in giving me a moſt enthuſiaſtic de. 


ſcription of the happineſs of theſe good people, 
which they attributed to the paternal attention 


of their lords and patrons, in fuch a manner as 


to afford me the higheſt idea of my hoſts. When 
the clock ſtruck ten they all retired, Mr. Pyll tell- 
ing me that the next morning at ſeven, the hall 


in which we had then ſupped, would be the ge- 
'neral rendezvous for breakfaſt. I flept, as you 


may ſuppoſe, very well contented, and at the 
appointed time was received by Mr, and Mad. 


Pyll, with a gentleman who has the rank of COUN- 
ſellor of the mines, and his fon. 

Mr. Pyll politely accompanied me in his voi- 
ture to the mine of Dannemora, which is about 


a mile diſtant. Here the firſt object which ſtruck 
my notice was, the wheel of an hydraulic ma- 
chine, uſed to ſecure the mine from inundations, 


Of this the diameter is forty-four feet, and the 
fall of water by which it is acted upon, only one. 
It moves a lir chain of 6000 feet, which, after 

drawing 


( 199 ) 
drawing the water from the mine, forces it 
through an aqueduct 5090 feet long. 

The mine is entirely open at top, and through 


the aperture, which is near'y a quarter of a league 


in circumference, one may view every tranſac- 


tion at the bottom, though at the depth of more 
than zoo feet. The whole opening is ſurrounded 
by machines, each of which is furniſhed with 
pivots and pulleys, and is put in motion by four 
| horſes. Theſe are intended only to raiſe and 
lower the utenſils and neceſſary materials, but 
the work-people, both men and women, gene- 
rally uſe this mode of conveyance, although the 
barrels are liable to frequent accidents, and ſtair- 
caſes, as well as ladders, have, on this account, 
been formed for their protection. It is, indeed, 
ſo familiar to them, that they never place them- 
ſelves at the bottom of the barrel, but remain 
upon the rim, holding the rope with one hand, 
and uſing the other to prevent the barrel from 
being broken or caught by the rock, which might 
otherwiſe overturn it. To me, however, the 
very ſight of people thus ſuſpended between hea- 
ven and earth was terrible; and notwithſtanding 
my curioſity to examine the bottom of the mine, 
I could not be prevailed upon to riſk the danger 
of the paſſage. A ſtory which I had juſt heard 
encreaſed my fears, Not long before my arrival, 
a young girl attempted to aſcend by the uſual 
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way; being alone, and unable to direct the bat- 
rel, it was caught and overturned by a point of 
rock, and the girl, thrown off it, fell upon the 
edge of another rock, where ſhe was ſuſpended 


at the height of an hundred feet. There ſhe re- 


mained for half an hour, in a ſituation where 


the leaſt motion muſt have precipitated her to 
the bottom. She had, however, ſufficient pre- 
ſence of mind to preſerve exactly the ſame atti- 
tude; and was at length delivered by ropes and 


ladders prepared for her aſſiſtance by the work- 


men. The common number of perſons who 


aſcend by theſe barrels is three, but there are 
often four, and ſometimes five; and as the bar- 
rel is always full of ore, it has happened that the 
rope has proved unequal to the weight, and the 


_ wretched paſſengers have been daſhed in pieces. 
Theſe accidents are by no means unfrequent, yet 
the labourers are not at all deterred, and the lad- 
ders, which require a little more time and trou- 
ble *, are ſtill unuſed. Thoſe who work at the 


bottom of the mine, are expoſed alſo to other 
evils. In a deſcent of three hundred feet, the 
ſmalleſt ſtone, detached from the top, acquires 


conſiderable force, and becomes an inſtrument of 


deſtruction. Broken limbs, and even death, are 


ſometimes the effect of accidents of this ſort, 


which 5 


. The perpendicular a aſcent is uſually performed in about four or fire 
minutes. 
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| which even the cripples who have ſuffered by 
them ſeem not much to apprehend. 


The labourers appeared contented and cheer- 
ful, although their pay is exceedingly ſmall, be- 
ing in ſome inſtances ſo low as 7 ſols per day. 
Lodging, however, and a certain proportion of 
bread and brandy are provided for all. On Sun- 
days there is no work performed in the mine, 


but fires are lighted to ſoften the ſtone and faci- 
litate the labour of the other days. Exploſions 
of gun-powder are uſed every day at noon, dur- 
ing the repaſt of the workmen, to ſeparate the 
rock at the bottom of the mine. 


Round the top of the opening, cafoldings, or 


; bridges of ſome feet in length have been made 
to project, for the convenience of receiving the 


ore, and to aſſiſt the workmen in their aſcents 
and deſcents. From one of theſe I ſaw diſtinctly : 
every tranſaction at the bottom of the mine, and 


was alſo witneſs to the ſtrange effect produced 
by an exploſion of gun-powder. At this time 
the abyſs reſembled the entrails of an inflamed 
' volcano; the ſcaffolding upon which I ſtood 
hook, the whole mountain trembled, and I ſeem- 
ed to be ſurrounded with ſtones, flame and ſmoke. 
The ſhock was ſucceeded by the long rollings of 
| ſubterraneous echoes, which, with a ſound like 


that of thunder, repeated the craſhes of the 
rocks and the noiſe of the exploſions. I now 


trempled for the workmen, who were cating 


their 


„ 
their meal at the bottom of the mine, but was 
aſſured that care had been taken to provide them 
with apartments, by retiring into which, they 


might avoid the danger. The operation itſelf is 


abſolutely neceſſary, no tools being able to pene- 
trate the rocks, which by theſe means are eaſily 
blown into pieces. The ore, when obtained from 
the mine, is piled up in large heaps in places ap- 
propriated for its reception; there it remains till 
winter, and, when the ſurface of the earth is 
well covered with ſnow, ſledges are uſed to tranſ- 


port it to the forges, at which it is ſmelted, and 


the other neceſſary operations performed. 
Twelve hundred men are daily employed, either 
in the mine, or at the different exterior works. 


The mines are worked at the joint expence of 
many individuals, but the forges are private pro- 
perty. In the latter the metal is entirely finiſhed, | 
and rendered fit for its removal to magazines, 
where it is depoſited for exportation or home con- 


ſumption. 


Fifteen forges, moſt of which 3 to „ Meſſrs. 


Grill and Pyll, or to the Baron de Geer, are ſup- 
plied with ore by the mine of Dannemora alone. 


Fach forge employs a vaſt number of men, that 
of Ofterby alone requiring fifteen or ſixteen hun- 


dred labourers, and ſeveral officers. 
Upon our return from Oſterby, we again walk- 


ed in the garden, whos, notwithſtanding the ri- 
Sour 
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1 
gour of the climate, I ſaw melons and ananas, as 
fine as any produced in Holland. 

Dinner was ſoon announced, and I expected 
we ſhould immediately ſeat ourſelves in the par- 
| lour where it was ſerved. A little ceremony, 
however, which I could well have diſpenſed with, 
was firſt to be gone through. They led me into 
an adjoining apartment, in which ſtood a ſide- 
board, well covered with glaſſes, and plates of 
| bread and butter, a flice of which, with a glaſs 
of brandy, was taken by each perſon before. go- 
ing into the dinner parlour. The cuſtom is com- 
mon throughout all Sweden; but in the houſes 55 
of perſons of high rank, /iqueur 15 e 
ſubſtituted for brandy. 
After dinner my hoſt conducted me to the 
forge, and explained every operation with great 
patience. Under this name (fralſe bruk) are 
_ compriſed all the buildings erected for the dif- 
ferent operations through which the mineral paſ- 
ſes, before it is formed into the lumps which 
they call guenſe. It compriſes alſo all the houſes 
of the workmen and officers, which, with the 
buildings, form a village diſtributed into ſeveral 
ſtraight ſtreets, each ornamented with a row of 
beautiful trees. The village is called Ofterby, and 
it is a very pleaſing, cheerful place, containing 
perhaps two thouſand inhabitants. The houſes | 
of the workmen are ſmall neat habitations, ar- 
ranged between thoſe of the officers, which are 
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larger, and built at the extremities of the ſtreets. 
At the diſtance of half a gun. ſhot from the vil- 
lage ſtands the manor houſe, which, like all the 
others, is a wooden building, but has a ſtone 
foundation and a handſome cupola. Two wings 
contribute to the noble appearance of the whole; 
the one containing a ſet of apartments for ſtran- 
gers, and the other a very beautiful church. If 
my curioſity was gratiſied by a view of the dif- 
| ferent works carried on at the forge, I had a ſtill 
higher pleaſure in obſerving the good-humour, 
candour, and friendſhip, with which Mr. Pyll . 
treated his people, and the confidence which, in 
their turn, they repoſed in him. At the work 
ſhops, he appeared like a father paying a viſit to 
his children, rather than a maſter ſuperintending 
his workmen. The little tour which I took with 
him raiſed my ſpirits, and filled my beart with 
_ admiration. 
After tea we went to ſee che i iron formed into 
pigs; an operation which is performed at ſtated 
times, when all the heterogeneous matter has 
been ſeparated from the metal. It is then made 

to run from the furnace in which it has been 

ſmelted, iſſuing like a torrent of fire through a 
hole opened at the bottom, into moulds of ſand 
prepared to receive it. Great care is taken to 
Keep the moulds dry, as the leaſt damp makes 

them liable to ſplit ; and before the metal is per- 
mitted to run, they ſeparate from it the /corie, 


or. 


( 11 
or groſſer parts, which riſe in a foam above the 
liquid maſs. Through another hole, contrived 

above that by which the metal agar” the ſcoriæ 
is made to iſſue from the furnace; and it is then 
formed by moulds into the ſhape of bricks, in- 
ſtead of which it is afterwards uſed by builders. 
The next morning I accompanied the gentle- 
man, whom I before mentioned as a counſellor 
of the mines, to ſee the preparations making fox 
a wall, to be conſtructed between the mine of 
Dannemora and a lake about a quarter of a 
league diſtant. The water that turns the great 
hydraulic wheel is obtained from this lake, which 
there is ſome reaſon to fear may one day pene- 
trate through the interſtices of the rock, and 
drown the whole mine. To guard againſt this N 
evil, they have made, partly by exploſions, partly 
by hewing the rock, an excavation of an aſto- 
niſhing depth, in which they intend to place a 
wall made of ſcoriæ piled up and mixed with 
lime. The walls of this ſort are thus made. 
When the /corie are piled up, and the moiſtened 
lime has been properly intermixed, the wall is 
preſſed between planks ſo placed, as to form a 
ſort of double incloſure of the height and dif. 
tance deſired ; the compoſition is then left to dry 
between the planks, and when theſe are removed 
the wall is finiſhed. The garden of the manor- 
houſe is encloſed by ſuch a wall, and Mr. Pyll at- 
| ſured me, that by experiments made for ſeveral 
| ig N 1 2 : a | years, 


1 
years, the ſcoriæ of iron are proved to be more 
proper for this purpoſe than thoſe of copper. 
I remained at O/erby that day and part of the 
next, employing myſelf in viewing a ſecond time 
the operations of the forges, of which I took a 
very exact account. My hoſts ſtrove to detain 
me with them for ſeveral days: but. the mines 
of Fahlun and Sahla, the dock of Carlſcroon, &c. 
were ſtill unſeen, and I recollected that I had yet 
a long journey to make. On this account I re- 
| fuſed myſelf the pleaſure of a longer ſtay. 
A few miles from Oferby there is a foundery 
of cannon, belonging to Mr. Wahrendorf. From 
thence our republic received a great quantity in 
the laſt war, and I ſaw there an officer of our 
artillery, who was ſtill cxmpoyed to examine and 
receive them. 
I left Oſterby on the third 45 aſter my arrival, 
and parted with great regret from my worthy 
hoſts, whoſe kindneſs I can never forget, and 
whoſe attention to my convenience extended be- 
yond the time of my ſtay amongſt them. With- 
out my knowledge, they had placed in the boot 
of my voiture, ſome bottles of excellent wine, 
and a variety of good proviſions, by which for 
ſeveral days I was kept trom ee the mi. 
ſerable fare of the inns. 
juſt before my departure I dined once more 
with Mr. and Mad. — and ſome of their neigh- 
| | bours, 
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well educated. I arrived ſoon after at Löfſta, an 
eſtate and forge belonging to the Baron de Geer, 
to whom I had been recommended, but who was 
unfortunately from home, upon a viſit to his 
brother at ſome eſtates poſſeſſed by the latter near 
Stockholm. | 
Of Löfſta, however, Iintend to give you ſome 
account in my next letter. In the mean time I 
75 remain, &c. &c. 8 


LETTER 1X 


| Copenhagen, Dec.. . . 1785. | 
MV DEAR FRIEND, 


1 have yet ſomething to 


55 tell you of the mine of Dannemora, in addition 
5 to what you have already read upon the ſubject. 


You are aware that nature has enriched this 


kingdom with a vaſt number of mines of iron, 


which metal, even in its pure ſtate, is alſo found 
in many of the rocks of Sweden and Lapland. 85 
The richeſt of all theſe mines is that of Danne- 
mora, which often yields at the rate of 60 per 
cent, while the others afford only 30. The iron 
obtained from it is known in Europe under the 


name of Oe grund iron, (a port of the Baltic 
Sea in the north of Upland) and Is chiefly uſed 


by 


bours, whom I found very cheerful, amiable, and 
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by the Engliſh, who manufacture it into the 
ſteel ſo celebrated for'its elaſticity, ſtrength, and 
beauty of poliſh, which they alone know how to 
give it. 

The mine vas firſt ne b in 1470, and che 
ore was then ſold in its rough ſtate, and unſmelt- 
ed, to the merchants of Lubec, who fetched it in 

their veſſels. Forges and hammer. mills were af- 
terwards conſtructed under the reign of Guſtavus 
Vaſa. 
The iron obtained from Sweden undergoes 
three principal operations. 
i iſt. The ore is extracted from the mine. 
| 2dly. It is {melted in the great furnace; and, 
Zzaly. The iron is perfected by the labours of 
the forge. 

Largc quantities of wood and chavecal 3 are con- 
ſumed in theſe operations, which could not be 
* carried into effect, or even ſubſiſt together in the 
5 ſame country, but for the abundant ſupply of its 
foreſts. The perſons concerned in working the 
mines, are for the moſt part able to ſmelt the ore, 
and form the metal into pigs; but this they are 
ii never permitted to do, unleſs their own foreſts _ 
— are ſufficient to ſupply them with fuel. Even 
* thoſe forges, which do not belong to the pro- 

prietors of mines, are obliged to receive their 


= iron in pigs, only from the mines to which they | 
„ * 2 . and to make into bars no more than 
| a certain —_— 


(1190 
a certain quantity e to the wood they 
are able to obtain. 
Theſe pigs are oblong maſſes, the weight of 
which is limited to three /chiſþp*. The annual 
produce of all the iron mines is computed at 
| 400,000 ſchiſp, of which a tenth part, or 40,000 
ſchiſp, is ſaid to be furniſhed | in bars by that of 
Dannemora alone. 


The whole quantity is forged and hammered 


by 566 hammer-mills, and 1007 of the ſmaller 


| forges. Three hundred thouſand ſchiſp are an- 
nually exported, and the remainder conſumed 1 in 


domeſtic manufactures. 


The mines, ſmelting-furnaces, and forges, af- 


ford employment to 25,600 men. Of theſe 
4,000 are employed in digging the ore, and i in 
the internal labours of the mines. 


10, 800 in felling, cutting, and carrying wood, 


and making it into charcoal. 
2, ooo in ſmelting the ore at the furnaces; al- 
lowing 250 days, or forty weeks for 
imelting alone. 
1, 800 in removing the iron 1 from the ſmelting- 
furnaces to the forges. 
| 600 in the carriage of fand , gravel, and timber. 


* The ſohifp is a Swediſh weight, which is greater or leſs in proportion | 


to the Iyblances weighed. That here meant is Is equal to 16 ib, 
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4,009 in the carriage of 1,400,000 laſts of char- 
coal, made from 1,260,000 cords of wood. 

2, 400 in forging the iron. 


25,600 * 


At Löfſta, which is five miles to the north. 
ward of Oſterby, 1 arrived about midnight, and 
_ found a tolerably comfortable inn. The landlord 
had been maitre-d' hotel to Mr. de Geer, whom you 
knew at the Hague in quality of Envoy from 
Sweden, and he here added to the employments 
of innkeeper and poſt maſter, that of ſub-inſpec- 
tor of the forges. He addreſſed me by name im- 


mediately upon my arrival, gave me an excellent 


ſupper, profeſſed a great eſteem for the Dutch, 


and ſhewed me by his bill the next day, that he 


| had at leaſt an equal fondneſs for their money. 
Throughout all Sweden, but eſpecially in the 
northern provinces, apartments are appropriated 
in the manſions of the nobility for the reception 
and accommodation of travellers recommended to 
their care. Even the abſence of the owners does 
not at all prevent viſitors of this ſort from taking 
up their reſidence in theſe apartments; and they 


are at thoſe times received and ſupplied with 


* Theſe accounts are all taken from an Academical Diſcourſe, written by 
the ſenator Count Sterlenſtrom, entitled Om Suenſta Jacrnbrulu-næringen. 
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after my arrival, I was invited to lodge at the 


family ſeat by the intendant of Mr. de Geer. 
The houſe is inferior in appearance to that of 
Oſterby, but the gardens, which are the moſt 
northerly of Europe, are much larger and more 
magnificent. Moſt of the fruits are obtained by 
artificial heat; and even the mulberry-tree, the 
marſhmallow and virgin's bower, which with us 
endure the cold of the whole year, are here pre- 
ſerved in orangeries during the ſummer, and in 


the winter in hot-houſes. Yet the verdure was 


very pleaſing, and there were ſome beautiful 
flowers, ſuch as I was aſtoniſhed to ſee in a coun- 
try, which, for eight months of the year, is co- 


vered with ſnow. Adjoining to the gardens is 


the village or forge, exceeding in beauty any that 

I faw in Sweden, except that of Oſterby, which 
is larger. It conſiſts of one long ſtreet, and is 
entirely inhabited by the workmen, clerks, 
and directors of the forges. 


Here, as well as at Ofterby , the iron 15 worked 


and formed into bars, in a manner practiſed by 


the Walloons, a colony of whom have been eſta- 
bliſhed at both places for above two centuries. 
The German method, which is uſed at moſt of 


the other forges, is leſs expenſive, but the iron 
is ſaid to be of inferior — 


At 


neceffaries by an intendant, called verwalter. This 
cuſtom was obſerved at Löfſta, where, on the day 


„5 
| At Suderfors, an eſtate belonging to Meflrs. 
Grill and Pyll, there 1s a forge at which the iron 
= of Dannemora 1s worked, and a conſiderable ma- 
" nufactory of anchors carried on. The village, 
; though inferior to the other two, has ſome beauty, 
| and, like them, 1s entirely inhabited by the work- 
men. The manor-houſe, which, as well as all 
l the others in this country, is built of wood, is 
1 large, commodious, and well furniſhed; and has 
( a ſmall tower, or cupola, at the top, with a very 
4 e extenſive and charming proſpect. Mr. Grill, 
1 jun. and his lady, here paſſed a part of the 
| ſummer, and afforded mea very gracious \ wel. 
ll RR OT 
From Suderfors I went to Gelle, ſituated ON 
the gulph of Bothnia. The port is a very good 
Z oo and the town, which is the capital of Gaſtri- 
| cia, is the reſidence of the provincial governor. 
To arrive at it you are obliged to paſs the ri- 
ver Dahl, at a ferry about two leagues from the 
town, half a league above which, near a ſmall vil- 
lage named Elfearſleby, the river makes a ſuperb 
and pictureſque fall. Of this a very accurate 
and able deſcription has been given by Mr. 
Wraxall, who erroneouſly made this the extent of 
his tour, leaving the copper mine at Fahlun, and 
the works of Carlſcroon unſeen. lt is formed by 
A large rock, crowned with high firs, which, oc- 
cupying the middle of the river, occaſions the 
waters to riſe in two ſpouts, or cataracts, that at- 
terwards 
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terwards unite and fail into the gulph, a few 
| leagues below Gefle. One of theſe has a deſcent 

of about fiſty feet, and the other, though of leſs 
perpendicular height, precipitates its waters from 

rock to rock by a thouſand caſcades, of which the 


foam is ſo copious, and riſes to ſuch a height, as 


to be perceptible even at the diſtance of a league. 


In the middle of the perpendicular fall, a black : 
rock projects it{elf, and, with the ſingle fir-tree 


which grows upon it, increaſes the effect of this 
very ſingular view. 
Salmon is taken here in great quantities, eſpe⸗ 
cially about the iſland or rock which ſeparates the 


river into two parts. Thither, however, the ſiſh- 
ermen never venture but at theriſk of their lives, 
the lower part being inacceſſible on account of the 
agitation of the waters, and the upper, to which 
they are obliged to have recourſe, expoſing them 


to be precipitated over the rocks by the current, 


whenever accident or neglect brings their veſſel 


within its reach. 


The river Dahle, which is the largeſt in Sweden, 
has its ſource amongſt the mountains of Norway. 
From thence it runs through the whole length of 


Dalecarlia, and, after watering one part of Weſt- 


mannia, and, dividing Catridia from Upland, 


falls into the gulph of Bothnia near Gefle. 
At Gefle, where I went unprovided with any 


letter of recommendation, I had a freſh inſtance 
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( 124 ) 
of Swediſh hoſpitality and politeneſs. I arrived 


during the night, and the next morning at break 


faſt received a viſit from an officer of a provin- 
cial regiment, who offered me his ſervices in the 
moſt obliging manner, and conducted me over 


the whole town. In this ramble I ſaw a conſi- 


derable repoſitory of iron in bars, intended for 


exportation to England, and by him I was intro- 
_ duced to one of the firſt families, who gave me 


an invitation to dine and ſup. Gefle is ſituated 


upon a ſmall gulph within that of Bothnia : the 
little river Hazuna runs through it; and pouring 


its waters into a large and deep canal, affords an 
entrance for veſſels into the town and dock. A 


dreadful fire, which happened in 1778, deſtroy- 
ed two-thirds of the place, and the inhabitants 


have not yet obtained _ enough to repair 
the damage. FCC 
| At a little diſtance from Gefle I 


: Province ent ered the province of Dalecarlia, 


oF of which Fahlun is the capital. 
DALECARLIA. The inhabitants are diſtinguiſhed 
by the names of black and grey 


Dalecarlians, the former of whom are alſo ſome- 
times called iron Dalecarlians, from the number 
of iron nails in their ſhoes. Theſe inhabit the 
northern and mountainous parts of the province, 
where the number of inhabitants ſo much exceeds 
the means of ſubſiſtence, that they are ſeen de- 
4 N in oops for the more cultivated pro- 


vinces, 


( 1250 


viaces, in ſearch of labour and food. Their 


peaceful jtruptions are uſually made about the 
time of harveſt, and, as they are accuſtomed to 


live with great temperance, they often return 
into their own country, with ſome fruits of their 


labour and ceconomy. The Dalecarlians make 


good ſoldiers, and are, in general, an active, 
brave, and laborious people, jealous of oppreſſion, 
and much attached to their ancient cuſtoms and 
conſtitution. 


LK T TEN Xi. 


Copenhagen, Dec. . . . 1735. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


; my journey from Fallun 
to Aveſta, which I expected to finiſh in a few 
hours, I was delayed by the want of poſt-horſes, 
and obliged to ſtop, about two hours after mid- 
night, at a ſmall town called Sater. At the inn 1 
found the doors open, and the rooms empty ; and, 
being unable to rouſe any perſon by my ſhouts, 1 
{tumbled from one chamber to another, and at 
length diſcovered the landlord and his wife, faſt 
aſleep upon a crib, and without any clothes or 
covering but their linen. The woman, who 


oſe upon my lirſt entrance, appeared much aſto- 
- mifhed, 


I 1 &c. | 
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niſhed, and to my queſtions, expreſſed to her 
in German, replied with a torrent of words 
which I took for Dalecarlian abuſe, but luckily 
did not very well underſtand. At length we be- 
gan to comprehend each other's meaning, and ſhe 
put on a ſort of under-petticoat, while her huſ- 

band remained upon the crib; and, having once 
opened his eyes and ſurveyed me, turned himſelf 
round, and again fell aſleep. With the landlady, 
however, I ſoon made my peace, and was ſhewn 
by her into a ſmall room, where I ſpread my mat- 
treſs upon the floor, and got A comfortable nap: 
of two hours. 
The emptineſs of the houſe was owing, it ſeems, 
to the hay-harveſt, which, at this ſeaſon of the 

year, employs all the ſervants both by day and 

night. But through the greateſt part of Sweden, 
eſpecially to the northward of Stockholm, the 
doors of the houſes, and even thoſe of the inner- 
rooms, are thus left open during the night, both 
in the towns and in the country; an inſtance of 
confidence and ſecurity, in which the inhabitants 
are very well juſtified by experience, thieves be- 
ing unknown in Sweden, except in garriſon- 
towns, and amongſt the regiments of raiſed troops. 
Haif way between Fahlun and Säter, I viſited a 
place celebrated for the protection which Guſta- 
vus Vaſa there found in the houſe of a clerg gyman, 
after eſcaping from the treachery of a Dalecarlian 
4 gentleman, named Peterſon, who intended to de- 
| liver 


„ | 
liver him into the hands of Chriſtiern . He was 
ſaved by the wife of this gentleman, © who, 
touched by compaſlion, or, perhaps, by a yet 
more tender motive, ſent him in the night in 
e company with a domeſtic and two faithful Da- 
« lecarlians, to the houſe of this clergyman, from 
 * whence he was conveyed and hid in the church. 
The ſecret was faithfully kept, and the Danes, 

e by theſe means, loſt all traces of Guſtavus.” 
Z The place is called Orniis, and is entirely inſu- 
lated amongſt mountains and woods, at the diſ- 
— tance of half a league from the great road, upon 

the banks of a ſinall lake. "The church has been 
ſince converted into a houſe, of very ſingular 
ſtructure and appearance, the ſtair-caſe being on 

the outſide. It ſtands conſiderably above the reſt, 
and is at preſent inhabited as a country reſidence, 

by an officer of the mines at Fahlun. 1 

A large hall upon the ſecond floor, is conſe- 

crated to the memory of this event. There they 
have erected a ſort of throne, with a canopy of 
blue filk, worked with golden fleurs de lis, and 
under it is placed a ſtatue of Guſtavus of the natu- 
ral ſize, armed completely from top to toe, and 
in the very armour which he wore upon his arri- 
val at Orniis. By his fide ſtands a figure of his 
_ domeſtic, in complete armour, and the door is 


A. D. 1520. 


*Vertot's Revolutions of Sweden ; vol. i. p. 173 of the French edit. 
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guarded by his two faithful Dalecarlians, habited 
according to the faſhion of their country, and 


| adorned with long beards. Each holds in his 


hand a croſs-bow, and at his fide has a quiver 


filled with arrows. They are alſo provided with 
ſabres of a tremendous ſize, and the whole room is 


ornamented with pieces of ancient armour, uſed 


by Guſtavus upon different occaſions, and pre- 
ſented by him to his faithful hoſt. Amongſt 


ſeveral little articles of furniture is ſhewn his 


watch, which is made entirely of thick cop- 
na. e mt DIO: 


On my journey from Aveſta to Siiter, at the 
diſtance of ſeveral leagues from the latter, I went 
to the mineral watering-place called Saterbronn, 
where profeſſor Menanderhielm of Upſal then re- 


| ſided. This is nothing more than a little hamlet of 
wooden houſes, built, like thoſe of the common 
_ peaſants, of the trunks of fir-trees laid horizontal- 


ly upon each other, and joined at the interſtices 


by layers of moſs. In a large ſquare, formed by 
ſuch houſes, I was received by a number of 


curious perſons, who ſurrounded my voiture, 
enquiring my name and buſineſs at the place. 
From them I learned, that with reſpect to lodg- 


ing and food, the whole hamlet was under the 
direction of a medicinal profeſſor from Upſal, who 


ſoon after aſſigned me a lodging for the night in one 


of theſe little houſes, which was fortunately vacant. 


My 


1 . 
. ** 
1 


for my own uſe, and a cloſet for my ſervant, a 
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My reſidence contained two very neat chambers 


{mall bed without curtains, four chairs, a table, 
a looking-glaſs, and a bureau with drawers. 1 


had ſcarcely taken poſſeſſion before I was viſited 
by a nobleman, decorated with the enſigns of an 
order, who, in quality of grand huntſman to his 
Majeſty, the Baron Oxenſtiern, came to do the 


honours of the place. He welcomed me to Siter- 


bronn, and, when he found I had a letter for 

Mr. Menanderhielm, inſiſted upon my ſtaying a 
couple of days with the company, to whom, as 
well as to Mr. Menanderhielm, he offered me his 
introduction. As I arrived after the uſual time 


of dinner, I was ſerved in my own apartment, 


and, afterwards, this gentleman conducted me to 
the general promenade, which conſiſts of one large 


alley of linden-trees, elms, and poplars, bordered 


on both ſides with meadows and paſtures, beyond 

which the view terminates in ſome woods of fir- 
trees. The mineral ſpring riſes i in a beautiful fa- 

1oon at the top of this alley, where we found many 
walkers, who all lamented the effects of ſome diſ- 
order, while their countenances wore an appear- 
ance of health which belied their complaints. Mr. 


the Baron introduced me to the whole company, 
and particularly to Mr. Menanderhielm, whoſe 


| converſation made my ſtay at Siterbronn highly 
agreeable. Our walk continuedtill the clock ſtrik- 
ing fix gave the fignal for. OT when we all 


K 8 aſſembled 


| aſſembled in a hall furniſhed with benches, where 
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the miniſter was waiting for us in a fmall pulpit 
about four feet high. After a hymn, he gave 


us a diſcourſe for a few minutes, and a prayer; 
another hymn concluded the ſervice. We then 


returned to our walk, from whence, at ſeven 
o'clock, the found of a bell ſummoned us to ſup- 


per, which was ſerved in three ſmall wooden 
houſes, the price of eating differing at each. 1 
ſupped in the beſt of theſe with the Baron, and 


Mr. Menanderhielm, who both ſpoke French, and 
with ſome very pleaſing Swediſh ladies, whoſe con- 


verſation I unfortunately could not underſtand. 


The uſe of wine is prohibited, but was per- 


mitted to me, as a ſtranger, by the Profeſſor, who 


has here the government of the company. At 


eight o'clock the ſame profeſſor announced that 
the hour of refection was expired, and each per- 
ſon immediately aroſe to enjoy the beauties of the 
evening. At nine the ſound of a bell gave notice 
to the water-drinkers that it was time to retire, 
the efficacy of the waters depending much upon 
a due obſervance of regimen. I was ſomewhat 
fatigued, and, therefore, very gladly conformed 0 


to the ſame rule. 


At four o'clock, I was 1 Toute by the found of 
2 bell, which had been before noticed to me as 


the ſignal for opening the ſpring to the peaſants 


and poorer people, who are not permitted to mix 


with 


_ 


e 
with the better ſort. At ſive the ſame bell warns 


them to depart, and the company then iſſue from 


their cabins, each taking the doſe preſcribed un- 


der the direction of the Profeſſor, who is preſent. 


After this, each perſon walks or returns home as 


he pleaſes, and, an hour afterwards, when the 
doſe is ſuppoſed to have taken effect, breakfaſt is 
ſerved in the ſeveral cabins. The bell is not heard 
again till twelve, when the company aſſemble 

to a frugal dinner, which Mr. Profeſlor almoſt re- 
duces to the ſtandard of a Baratarian repaſt. 1 


was, however, very glad to ſtay another day in a 
place where I was received with great politeneſs 
by perſons whoſe converſation and manners were 


highly agreeable. 


The next morning at five 1 les to the 


ſpring to take my leave of the company, and 
with an intention of diſcharging my ſhare of the 


expences; this, however, the Profeſſor would by 


no means permit me do, adding to the many other 
civilities ſhewed me here, his thanks for my viſit, 
and a preſſing invitation to prolong it. 
The mode of life at this watering place, is uni. 
formly ſuch as I have deſcribed it; their days are 
not diverſified by play or public ſpectacles, but 
the company are, at the ſame time, free from 


| tharpers and dupes, cach perſon reſorting thither 


for the cure or prevention of ſome diſorder, not 


with a deſire of increaſing his fortune. Nearly 8 
the ſame manners and habits prevail | in all the 


. 5 - mineral 


* 2 1 3 Zo — 
* — „ * 
4 p Yr 8 = 


«ttt 7 


: (- 132 ) 


mineral watering: places of Sweden, except that 


at Medivi, plays are repreſented, during the reſi- 


dence of the King's ſiſter, or of any branch of 


the royal family. 


Dancing, which Mr. Profeſſor conſiders as pro- 
moting the effect of the waters, is the only amuſe- 


ment to be enjoyed at Saterbronn, and this is per- 
mitted but once in a week, between the hour of 
On 
that day the hall, which in the morning ſerved 
for a church, is in the afternoon prepared for a 
ball room, and the puJpit eee for an or- 


dinner and ſeven o'clock in the evening. 


cheſtra. 


When all the company have retired for the 
ſeaſon, the public and private buildings are ſhut 


up, the Profeſſor takes the keys, and the place is 
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abandoned till the next year, when, a few weeks 
before the commencement of the ſeaſon, the Pro- 


venrent. 


fedſſor takes thither a number of workmen, exa- 

mines what repairs are wanted, -and takes care 
that the whole place is rendered habitable and con- 
Thus is always done at the expence of 


the province, and is a very great public benefit. 
From Aveſta, where I arrived in good time, 1 


- fet out for the mine of ſilver at Sahla. 


road I changed horſes, and obſerving a very ſteep 


| deſcent, at the bottom of which was a floating 


On the 


bridge, over an arm of the river Dahl, 1] was un- 


d 


W illing to be driven down It by the intoxicated 


beaſt 
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beaſt who was allotted me for a coachman, and, 


therefore, directed my ſervant to take the reins. 


By ſome accident they fell from him, and the 
leaders, haraſſed and provoked by the ſhaft-horſes, 
ſoon threw the feeble poſtilion, a child of ten or 


eleven years old, and the whole ſet flew down the 


deſcent with a velocity which I cannot now re- 


colle& without horror. At one moment the car- 
riage ſeemed ready to ruſh into the river, towards 


which the road at firſt directs itſelf, but the horſes 
with great dexterity turned the corner, and paſſed 


the bridge, exactly in the middle, with the ſwift- 
neſs of lightning. The bridge, which was com- 
poſed only of the trunks of fir-trees, bent beneath 
the action and weight of the carriage, while the 
ruggedneſs of the flooring increaſed the chance of 
an overturn, and a paltry railing, which ran 


along it, ſeemed a very flight defence againſt any 


— kind of accident. A fteep aſcent on the 1 44 
| fide of the river conſiderably checked the fury of 


the horſes, and, with the aſſiſtance of the coach- 


man, whom the fright had ſobered, I ſoon reſtored 


every thing to its proper place. In the mean time 


we were joined by our little poſtilion, who had 


received only a light contuſion from the fall. 
Sahla, a town of a moderate ſize, is-built en- 


tirely of wood, in ſtraight ſtreets, which all ifſue 
from a large opening in the centre, It is, however, 


a very dirty, diſagreeable place, and the ſtreets are 
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having been the refidence of the royal family,in the 


tential diforder, which carried off 20,000 perſons. 
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io over-run with graſs, that, every evening, before 
the ſhutting of the gates, cattle are drove in to 
feed till the morning. The town is celebrated for 


year 1710, while Stockholm was ravaged by a peſti- 


In a fmall mountain, at the 

StR Mixes. diſtance of half a league from 
the town, is the famous ſilver 

whe. The deſcent into it is at firſt by ladders 


placed in an opening of about ten feet in diameter, 


there being no large excavation, as at Dannemora 
or Fahlun. In one of the firſt galleries, at the 


depth of about fifty-feet, you arrive at the bottom 
pf thefe ladders, and the deſcent by buckets be- 


gins. Here, however, the exceſſive cold, and the 
danger of this mode of travelling, checked my 


progrefs. The buckets are worked in the fame 
manner as the barrels at Fahlun and Dannemora, 

and the mechanifm of the pumps is exactly ſimilar, 
except that there are here two large wheels, each 


of the diameter of 44 feet. This mine, which is 


the moſt ancient and the richeſt of all thoſe of 
filver in Sweden, was firſt worked in the year 


1188, and through the whole of the fourteenth 


century yielded 24,000 marks per annum. In the 


fifteenth century the annual produce ſunk to 
20,000 marks, and under the reign of Charles 
the Tenth to 2,000; at preſent the quantity is 
ſtill leſs, the ore W 0 little as tw o lots of 
pure 


larly upon the vein. Formerly the lead uſed in 
precipitating the filver from the ore was brought 
from England, but the mine itfelf now affords 


| inſpectors. Here the ore is brought from the 
mine, and the filver is obtained dy the e 
proceſs. 


from it thoſe parts which are mere ſtone, and they 
afterwards waſh it in a tub, over which __ _—_ 
2 coarſe nes: cloth. 


3 
pure ſilver per quintal. The principal es: 
from which the richeſt ore is extracted, is entirely 
fallen in, and they are at preſent employed in mak- 
ing new openings, in order to arrive perpendicu- 


enough for the operation. _ 
Half a league from the town is the forge, under 

which name is compriſed a large town inhabited 

entirely by the workmen and thoſe employed as 


iſt. They pound the ore, in order to ſeparate 


2dly. The maſs, thus cleanſed, undergoes a fort 


of calcination in a vaulted furnace, the heat of 
which makes it unite and form one body, but 1 
not ſufficient to produce fuſion. 


3dly. They add to this calcined maſs, ſome = | 


| ſecret matter or preparation of their own, which 
has the property of attracting the filver and lead 


contained in the maſs, while the ſulphur is made 


to evaporate; both bodies ar fuſed before they = 
are ſuffered to cool. 


Athly. The Catia, Which contain iron, are 


taken of, and the lead, united ! in fuſion with the 


ſilver, 
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-filver, runs through a hole made for that pur- 


_5thly. This maſs (werkbly Ji is afterwards refined 
in the refining furnace ( trib-herd) and ſent in 
lumps to the moneyer's office in Stockholm. 

The mine was formerly worked for the ſole 
profit of the crown, but in the year 1682 it was 


undertaken by a ſociety, whoſe ſtock is divided 
1nto 200 ſhares. 


At the houſe of the nſpettor, [ was fhewi the 
buckets i in which the kings Charles the Tenth and 


Eleventh deſcended to the bottom of the mine, 


and alſo three others uſed by his preſent Majeſty, 
when Prince Royal, and his two brothers. The 
dreſſes worn by them in their deſcent are alſo 


. preſerved; they are made of black ſilk, and faſhi- 
oned entirely like thoſe of the miners. 


It is now time that I ſhould conclude this letter, 


with alſuring you how much 


2 1 am, &c. &c. 5 


LETTER XIV. 


r Jan. ... 1586. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, - To 


Me journey from the 


mine to erden carried me through Enkiöping, 
2 wretched town, worſe even than Sahla, and into 


which 5 


(299-3 
which cows, ſheep, hogs, and geeſe, are drove 
from the country every night to graze upon the 


herbage that over-runs the ſtreets. It is, however, 


celebrated for its antiquity, having been one of the 
reſidences of the kings, before the times of Odin, 
and is very well ſituated upon the lake Mälern, 
which enables it to carry on ſome traffick 1 in the 
interior parts of the country. ” 
Weſteris, or Aroſen, the firſt place in Weſt- 
mannia, is a very ancient city, the reſidence of an 
archbiſhop and of the governor of the province. 
It is fituated upon the mouth of the river Swarta, 
which, after dividing the city into two parts, falls 
into the lake Milern. Of this ſituation its name 
is ſaid to be deſcriptive; Ar, ſignifying a river or 
lake; os, a mouth, and WWetra relating to Upſal, 
which is ſometimes called Oefter-aros, The ca- 


thedral is remarkable for its beautiful tower, and 


for a number of tombs, amongſt which is that of 
Eric the Fourtcenth*, and thoſe of many arch- 
biſhops: and the city is celebrated in the annals of 


Sweden, the government having herebeen changed 


from an elective to an hereditary monarchy f. 
Stömſholm, a royal ſeat at the diſtance of a few 
leagues from Weſteris, is a very ancient and rut. 


Eric XIV. after an impriſonment of eight years at Gripſholm, took 
2 draught of hemlock in 1577, by command of King 3 John, his brother. 


+ The crown of Sweden was declared e A. D. 1544, in favour 
of the male deſcendants of Guſtay us Vaſa. 


nous 
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1 nous building, which the king never uſes except 
by dining in it when he comes to view his ſtud. 


The ſtallions are much boaſted of, but I ſaw only 
ſix, of which two from Spain, one from Tartary, 
and another froia Denmark were the fineſt, The 
brood mares and foals were then at graſs at Kong- 
for, a village at the diſtance of a few leagues, 
where there are ſome beautiful paſture grounds 
upon the banks of a canal, running from the lake 
Mälern to Arboga. They were all ſhewn to me 
by the perſon who has the care of them, and Ifaw 
none that formed an exception to my general re- 
mark, that the Swediſh horſes, although ſtrong 
and hardy, are by no means beautiful, and are, 
in general, liable to the ſpavin. | 
In the afternoon I embarked with my voiture in ; 
a large boat, in order to make the paſſage of the x 
lake Hielmarn. A perfect calm ſoon made it ne- 
ceſſary to row, and the oars were plied by two 
men and four women; the firſt in rags and half 
. naked, the latter covered only by their ſhifts and 
ſhort under-petticoats. Indeed the exceflive heat 
made ſuch ſort of clothing a luxury; and though 
Il was ſheltered from the ſun by the hood of my 
voiture, and had a moſt delightful proſpect of the 
veſllels and iſlands upon the lake, I could not avoid 
longing for the moment of landing, when I might 
enjoy the ſhade of the woody mountains, which 
bounded the proſpea on the oppolite thore. The 
| . i | CET 7 


„ 
paſſage, however, was not made in leſs than four 


hours“, and it was night before I arrived at 


Malnir, a village compoſed of about a dozen 


buts, at the foot of a mountain called Malmar 


baka, Or mountain of Malmär. 


had been warned of the danger of alin this 
mountain, which abounds with heights and de- 


ſcents, bordered by ſteep rocks and horrid pre- 


cipices. But the other road makes a circuit of 
four miles, and, therefore, after taking the pre- 
caution of ordering ſome peaſants to follow me 
in a waggon, I began my aſcent of the mountain, 
and arrived at the top about half an hour before 


midnight. The ſun was already below the hori- 


zon, and though the moon ſhone very clearly, the 
enormous wood of ſir- trees through which I tra- 
velled, was almoſt impervious to its feeble beams. 
As the peaſants had exerted themſelves conſidera- 
| bly in the aſcent, it was neceſſary to top, and af. 
ford them ſome refreſhment; I had excellent bran- 


dy and knikkebroe, which foon reſtored their cou- 


rage, while the promiſe of a farther reward, re- 
vived the induſtry of thoſe who, already wearied 
with the undertaking, began to talk of return- 


ing home. We then commenced the deſcent, 
which was of fo much difficulty and danger, that 
ſome of the peaſants were obliged to walk upon 


the edge of a precipice, ſupporting the carriage 


* The lake i is there about two leagues in breadth. 
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with their ſhoulders, and others were employed in 
reſtraining the fury of the horſes, who, provoked 
by the continual jolting of the carriage againſt 
their hams, could ſcarcely be prevented from ex- 
erting their ſpeed. While I was thus travelling, 
for a great part of the time, in utter darkneſs, 
my voiture every moment likely to be daſhed to 
pieces by a rock, or hurled down a precipice, I 
added to the real evils which ſurrounded me, the 
pains of apprehenſion; I knew myſelf to be in the 
power of the poſtilions and peaſants, who might 
have robbed and murdered me without danger of 
diſcovery; and, notwithſtanding my endeavours, 
1 found my fears upon this account unconquer- 

able, till the riſing ſun ſhewed me the beauties of 
A more leyel country, with the towers of Nord- 
kiöping in perſpective. At length we arrived at 
the bottom of the mountain, and I rewarded my 
- ann for their honeſty and labour. 
| A magnificent road, making 
Nos DRIGPIN G. part of that called the royal one 
from Stockholm to Nordkiöping, 
conducted me to the latter place, where, after a 
ſew hours reſt, I delivered my letters to Mr. SHA, 
a merchant, who received me with great hoſpita- 
lity, and ſhewed me every thing remarkable in the 
city. Nordkiöping is fituated upon a gulph, called 
Brawiken, making part of the Baltic Sea, into 
which the tiver Motala, after traverſing the city, 
pours its waters. It is one of the largeſt and moſt | 
mercantile 
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mercantile places in Sweden, having a manufac- 
tory of articles in braſs, and a conſiderable com- 
merce with France, of which theſe are the chief 
ſupport. . | 
Braſs, you Kue, 18 5 made by Wing copper ang: - -- | 
lapis calaminaris together in large crucibles, from | 
which the melted maſs is made to run into flat 
moulds formed in the ſhape of double tubs. After 
this, the plates of metal are here cut into ſtripes 
by ſciſſars, and theſe ſtripes are drawn, by means 
of ſtrong pincers, through five different holes, 
1 under which rollers are kept continually turning, 
0 ; in order to give the wire its proper ſhape. The 
7 ſciſſars, pincers, rollers, and hammers, by which 
the plates are rendered more perfectly flat, are all 
put in motion by an immenſe wheel, that turns 
5 ſeveral others, and is itſelf acted upon by the 
river, the primum mobile of the whole. By this 
1 | means alſo the large bellows uſed at the furnaces 
are worked. | 
Beſides this manufactory, Which is the property 
of an individual, there are others of guns, cloths, ; 
paper, &c. 
Nordkiöping, though not ths capital of Oftro- 
gothia, is by far the moſt conſiderahle city in the 
province, both with reſpect to its buildings, and 
the number and riches of the inhabitants. Its 
extenſive commerce gives it an air of activity and 
opulence, which alſo appears in the e of 
the 


wr 


gunner une + 


. 


= 3 93 — - © ma * 


1 * , 


in 

the houſes, and the magniſicence of the enter- 
tainments. From Nordkioping I went to Lind- 
kvping, the capital of Oſtrogothia, and the refi- 
dence of the governor of the province, ſituated 
upon the river Stang. It is one of the moſt anci- 
ent cities in Sweden, but very ſmall and ill. built. 
The moſt remarkable object is the cathedral, which, 
after that of Upſal, is the largeſt in the kingdom. 
In it are ſome very handſome tombs belonging 
to the families of Blicke and Löwenhaupt. The | 
houſes, as in the other towns of Sweden, are of 

_ wood, but badly conſtructed, and with a mean 
appearance. The town-houſe, the chancery-office 
and the caſtle, or ſeat in which the governor re- 
ſides, are the only ſtone- buildings. | 

Not far from this city is a ſmall lake, of which 

a very extraordinary circumſtance is related. It 
is faid that from time. to time a ſmall iſland ap- 

pears upon the ſurface of the lake, which, after 
remaining viſible for, perhaps, the ſpace of a year, 
| ſuddenly diſappears, and is not ſeen again for 


four, five, and often for ſix years afterwards: | 


It is covered with herbs, ſtones, and the roots 
and trunks of trees. The phænomenon, what- 
ever may be the cauſe of it, has been ſeen by 
the King, as I was told by the commandant of a 
marine regiment at Carlſcroon, who aſſured me 
that he had walked with his . upon the 
Wand. 


l went 


. 


80 
Il I went four miles out of my road to view the 
celebrated antiquities of Wadſtena, a ſmall city, 
ſituated upon the banks of the lake Herſern. There 
I arrived about night, and, after a wretched ſup- 
per, which very well correſponded with the ap- 
pearance of the inn, I wrapped myſelt in my 
Schant/looper, and endeavoured to get a nap upon 
my mattreſs. ' From reſtleſs ſlumbers, and the 
company of a whole brood of inſects, I was very 
glad to be rouſed by the rays of the ſun, which, 
with the delighttul appearance of the morning, 
invited me to walk and view the town. A fine 
alley of trees led to the lake, upon which the ſun 
now roſe with all his ſplendour, while its ſurface re- 
flected the bright clouds that fwam lightly through 
the atmoſphere, and a beautiful iſland, riſing in 
the middle, formed an amphitheatre of meadows 
and cultivated grounds. Unwilling to quit ſuch 
a ſcene without a full enjoyment of it, I ſeated 
myſelf upon a little eminence, which commanded 
the whole, and there involuntarily fell afleep. 1 
ſhould not have mentioned this circumſtance, if 
it was not rendered extraordinary by the total 
want of recollection and abſence of mind which 
_ enſued upon my waking. I found myſelf ſtretched 
upon the earth, entirely ignorant of my ſituation, 
unable to remember even the name of the place, 
and without any knowledge of the circumſtances 
which brought me thither. Whether my late 
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fatigues ſufficiently account for it, I know not, 
but I remained in this Rate for a quarter of an 


hour, and it was only by repeating frequently to 
the paſſengers the word chivergoor, that I was able 


to obtain a direction to my inn. 


While I was breakfaſting upon ſome bad coffee 
| and hnikkebroe, I was viſited by four gentlemen, 
who, after bowing very reſpectfully, began to ac- | 
coſt me in the Swediſh language, of which, ina 
few. words that I had learned to repeat on ſuch. 
_ occaſions, I ſoon informed them I was ignorant. 
They then went away, and in about half an hour 


returned with an officer, who by his grey hairs, 


and the order of the ſword, with which he was 
decorated, appeared to have ſeen ſervice. He 
told me, in very good French, that the gentle- 
men, his companions, were members of the re- 
gency, who had commiſſioned him, a heutenant- 
colonel of engineers, to expreſs their good 
| wiſhes, and make me a tender of their ſervices 

during my ſtay at the place. I expreſſed to lieu- 


tenant-colonel Eillehok my ſenſe of this polite- 


neſs, and, after accepting an invitation to dine at 
the houſe, of one of theſe gentlemen, I was con- 


ducted by him to ſee the curioſities of the place. 
The cathedral was built by St. Bridget in 1348. 


Near it ſtands a building, the remains of a monaſ- 
tery eſtabliſhed by the ſame perſon, but now con- 
verted to a more u ieful purpoſe, having been en- 


dowed | 


r 
72 8 
Ws. 
a ©. 
4 W q 
2 200 
"a4 
"8 . 
r 
bY. 
Wb 
4 1 
Wt: 
3 
8 
Y 
" 
_ 
2 
8 
- 
75 
Fu 
. 
1 
\\ 1 
Bf 
1 
" 


: 
> 
Y. 
\ 
I. 
* 
£8 
2 
42 
6 
— * 
9 
5.44 
2 
* * 
ca 
78 
3 
wr 
A 
3 
ax 


7 (-. 143 
dowed by Queen Chriſtina, with A fund for the 


ſupport of wounded and aged ſoldiers. Mr. Eille- 


hok has at preſent the ſuperintendance of this in- 


ſtitution, which admits only a limited number. 
In the cathedral the ornaments of the altar, the 
crucifix, the ſtatues of male and female ſaints, and 
that of St. Bridget herſelf, are exactly the ſame | 
as in her time. A ſon of Guſtavus Vaſa, known 
in hiſtory by the name of Duke Magnus, lies in- 
terred here. Of feeble intellects from his ear- - 
lieſt childhood, his father aſſigned him a reſidence 
in a large gothic ſeat, that ſtill remains entire, 
the facade of which is a beautiful ſpecimen of this 
ſort of architecture. It is built of ſtone, and 
ſtands cloſe to the town, upon the bank of the 
lake. The inſide is now entirely deſtroyed, and 
has been fitted up for a diſtillery: of N and 5 
8 manufactory of linen. 


— 


After viewing the cathedr al, Mr. Fillehok con- . 


ducted me to another church, of leſs ſize, but to- 
lerably handſome, where were depoſited. the re- 
liques of St. Bridget. She died at Rome, and 
ſome Pope, I know not who, ſent her bones hi- 
ther, where they lay in a line coflin, covered with 


red velvet, and ornamented with inſcriptions 


and devout. 


From this diſmal ſcene 1 Was very glad to bi 


ſummoned to dinner, where the lady of the coun- 


I. „ ſellor 


upon plates of ſilver. A ſmall chapel, in which 
they are placed, receives the viſits of the curious 
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ſellor did the honours of the table, and, by her 
politeneſs and attractions, intereſted me much 
more than all the venerable antiquities which 1 
left behind. Afterwards we walked towards the 
lake, Which I was aſſured, ſometimes exhibits a 
phænomenon ſtill more curious than the appear- 
ance and diſappearance of the iſland near Lindkiop- 
ing. In the ſtilleſt and moſt delightful weather, 
it becomes on a ſudden, violently agitated, and 
the waves riſe to ſuch a height as to make naviga- 
tion dangerous. The phyſical cauſe of this effect 
has been long ſought for, and that to which it is 
now attributed is very ſingular. It has been ob. 
ſerved, that the lake is never thus agitated with- 
out an apparent cauſe, except when that of Con- 
ſtance in Switzerland is diſturbed by ſome tem- 
peſt, and, vice verſa, that whenever the wind raiſes 
the waters here, thoſe of Conſtance are moved i — 
the ſame ſudden, and wonderful manner. From 
theſe circumſtances a communication has been 
ſuppoſed to exiſt between the two lakes, and the 
conjecture is further ſupported by the appearance 
of ſome plants in each lake, known to be peculiar 
to the neighbourhood of the other. At Wad- 
ena they make no ſcruple to account for the 
phænomenon, by dae it to ſuch a commu- 
nication ; but you willconfider how far a circum- 
ſtance 00 improbable i is proved by the facts here 
mentioned. I am, &c. Kc. 1 
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Copenhagen: Jan. . . 1786. 


MV DEAR FRIEND, 
EE i LEFT Wadſtena at fix 
o'clock at night, and, after a continued journey 


of two nights and a day, arrived at Carlſcroon. 
My road lay through Smoland, three-fourths of 
which conſiſt of immenſe woods and barren rocks, 


ſometimes ornamented with heaps of ſtones that 


| ſeem to have been piled up by the hand of man, 
but very ſeldom exhibiting any ſigns either of in- 
habitation or culture. There are, however, ſome 
mines, and, amongſt them, one of gold it Adel- _ 
fors; but this is chiefly remarkable for the ſpirit 
which induces the adventurers to continue their 
operations, notwithſtanding the unprofitable la- 
bour and expence at preſent beſtowed upon it. 


The inhabitants of Smoland are large and ro- 
buſt, and have the reputation of being deſcended, 
with leſs corruption than thoſe of the other pro- 


vinces, from the ancient Goths. . They always 
intermarry with each other, and from time im- 
memorial no ſtranger has been known to ſettle 


amongſt them. „ 
OE 1 5 1123 | Carlſcroon, 
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Carlſcroon, the capital of the province of Blek- 


ing, and the reſidence of the governor, is fitu- 


ated upon the ſhore of the Baltic ſea, and built 


upon a large inſulated rock. The road to it is 


over two other iſlands, which are joined to the 
main-land by three large bridges, and contain two 


ſuburbs of conſiderable ſize, but dirty and ill 
built, being inhabited only by the lower ſort of 
people. The city takes its name from its founder, 


Charles the Eleventh. The houſes, though moſtly 
of wood, are very well built, 


and many are 


raiſed to the height of three ſtories, ornamented 
with ſculpture and colonnades, and painted ſo as 


to have a very beautiful appearance. A“ hand- 
ſome church, which is now building at one of 
the extremities near the dock-yard, is intended 
to form the center of a large {quare; compoſed of 
many elegant houſes. 
were employed in levelling the ground for the 


While I was there they 


ſcite of this ſquare, by frequent exploſions of 


gun- powder, 


an operation which was alſo per- 


formed] in ſeveral ſtreets, where the rock roſe in 
pointed projections ſo as to make Walking 
inconvenient, and travelling i in A voiture impol. 


places very fruit ful, 


ſible. 
1 inhabitants of Carlicroon evalider Bleking, 
as the fineſt province in the kingdom, and, al- 
though I was not quite of the ſame opinion, it 
muſt be admitted that the country is in many 
and contains many ſine 
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eſtates and ſeats of the nobility. The province 


ſupports no ſoldiers, but is obliged t to furniſh a . 


_ regiment of marines; a ſort of militia, which, 
when the whole number is muſtered from the 


different eſtates, amounts to 143,000 men. Of 
theſe ſeldom more than a thouſand are employed, 
except in time of war, and during their meetings 


to exerciſe. The garriſon of Carlſcroon conſiſts of 
1,600 men, vided into three companies. - | 


I had two letters of recommendation, one for ; 


Mr. Pyleardt, a rich merchant, honoured with 
the title of Patron of. the mines, the other for Vice 
Admiral Chapman, director of the dock, yards, a 
man of very ſuperior talents, to which he owes 

his fortune, and much eſteemed among theSwedes. 
He has particularly diſtinguiſhed himſelf in naval 
architecture, having invented a new ſection, and 
executed a model upon which the faſteſt failing 
_ veſſels in the Swediſh ſervice are ſaid to have 
been built. A work written by him upon the ſub- 
ject of the navy, is allo well known and re- 
ceived. 


The next day I was condudied: by an officer, 


who had been in our ſervice under Mr. Dedel, to 
the port, This is very large and convenient, be- 


ing almoſt ſurrounded with docks, and having a | 


| long bridge, on the two ſides of which veſſels not 
in uſe are kept at moorings. I reckoned here 
twenty-cight veſſels of the line, and frigates, 
amongſt which were one of 100 wan one of 96, 


One 


4 ©) 
one of 84, two of 74, and ſeveral of 60 and 50 
guns. be whole fleet, including five veſſels now 
equipping, conſiſts of 37 veſlels of the line, and 
9 frigates. The five veſſels thus fitting out, and 
four others, which were in the water, but un- 
rigged, were built in the courſe of four years. 
There were ſeveral upon the ſtocks, either wholly, 


or almoſt in ſkeleton, and I was ſhewn one of 


_ theſe veſſels, which was conſtructed in fix weeks, 
all the parts having been prepared before- hand. 
The plan of reviving and increaſing the naval 
force was concerted about four years ago; one 
part of 1782 was ſpent in preparing and collecting 
the materials, and in 1783, they began to build. 
It is intended to build four veſſels annually, till 
the fleet ſhall be reſtored to a reſpectable ſitua- 


tion; and, to defray the expences of this plan, 


the Kin has ſuſpended the execution of half the 
works at the new dock. Theſe works are, in- 
deed, ſtupendous, and exceeded all the high- 
wrought expectations which I had conceived 
from the accounts given of them. Twenty-nine 
years have been already ſpent in forming them, 
and they yet want much of completion. At the 
entrance is a baſon hollowed in the rock, of about 
fifty feet in depth, and ſurrounded by quays of 
free itone, at which four men of war may at the 
ſame time receive or diſcharge their ſtores. From 
this baſon canals of communication are formed, 

1 chat, 91 65 means of Age h afford a a paſſage for 
each 


E 
cach veſſel into its own dock, of which there 
are twenty for ſhips of the line, and ten for 
frigates. 5 . 
One of theſe ſeparate docks, with its canal and 
lock, is entirely finiſhed. The bottom is com- 
poſed of free-ſtone, joined and cemented with 
pouzzolane, a ſort of cement, brought for that 
purpoſe from Italy, and laid in a bed, which has 
been hollowed in the rock, exactly of the ſhape 
of a ſhip's keel. Along the whole length of this 
dock, they have contrived two ftair-caſes * of 
None, by means of which they erect the beams or 
ſcaffoldings, when the veſlel is rendered entirely 
dry, in order to be repaired. The walls, which 
| ſupport the roofs and ſeparate the docks from each 
other, are formed of the ſame free ſtone and ce- 
ment, and are at leaſt of the thickneſs of twenty 
feet up to the height of the veſſel's upper deck. 
There platforms are conſtructed for the reception 
of the guns of each veſſel, which are delivered 
and received through large arched openings com- 
municating with the platform, and with the in- 
fide of the dock. Eh 5 5 
Ihe root is of timber, W © on the outſide 
with f iron, and ſo contrived as to bear all the le- 
vers uſed in loading and unloading the veſſel. 
When the dock is to be rendered perfectly dry, 
: the water is ſuſfered to run through a vent in the 


o Galleries are 5 PER Es 


OE bottom, 


N 
bottom, which they open by a machine prepared 
for that purpoſe; it is then received in a baſon 
hollowed immediately under the dock, and from 
thence is forced, by means of a windmill, into 5 
the other baſon before mentioned. Fe 

Theſe covered lodges, when the plan is per- 
feed, will form a large ſemi-circle ; but the ſe- 
condi is yet unfiniſhed, and, from the immenſe ex- 
pences of the undertaking, it ſeems doubtful 

whether the whole number will ever be com- 
pleted. At preſent they are chiefly employed upon 
the improvement of the ancient dock, which will, 


probabiy, be not leſs uſeful than the new one. | 


Indeed, it is by no means certain that veſſels can 
be preſerved by this method longer than by thoſe 
, now in uſe; and, even if this is admitted, it will 
ſtill remain to be enquired, how far the millions 
expended in forming the docks, ſluices, baſons, 
= and canals, are likely to be 85 by the ſavings 
DS propoſed. ER 
This new dock Was s begun | in the "FE reign, | 
upon a plan ſuggeſted by one T hunberg, now 2 
very old man, who has the direction of the works 
3 upon the river Gothe. The ancient 
dock whichis a ſort of canal of 350 feet in length 
and zo in depth, was hollowed in the rock, and 
entirely completed between the years 1715, and 
1724. It was planned by Polheim, and is ſitu- 
ated between the port. and the new dock, com- 
5 municating, on one ſide, with the dock yard 
and 
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and port, and; on the other, with the ſea, by 
means of two canals of ſuch ſize as to admit the 
paſſage of firſt rate men of war. Both canals are 
encloſed by very large flood. gates, and before that 
which opens towards the ſea, they have placed a 


moveable dam of very ingenious conſtruction, in = 
order to protect the ſluice from the violence of 
the waves. When a veſſcl has entered the dock, 
in order to be calked, they ſhut the gates, place 
the dam before them, and an immenſe pump is 


put in motion, either by men, or horſes, Which 
in twelve hours renders the dock entirely dry. 


The port of Carlſcroon, which is very deep, 
and caſy of entrance, is capable of containing an 
hundred ſhips of the line. It is defended by two 


_ ſtrong forts, whoſe fires croſs each other, and are 


undoubtedly able to fink any flect that ſhould at- 
tempt to force a paſſage. They are both built 
upon rocks | in the ſea; the one called Kong ſholm 


(King's Iſland) the other Arg ior: or 1 $ 
Rock. 


Within a quarter of a league of Runneby, a 
large and flouriſhing town three miles from Carl. 


ſcroon, is a mineral ſpring, at which the nobility 
of Bleking, and the polite inhabitants of Carl. 


ſcroon, aſſemble for their health and amuſement. 


The ſcaſon had expired before my arrival, but ! 
was received by the phyſician, who has the care 
of the place, and ſaluted, as ſtrangers uſually 
are, by a battery of lix pieces of cannon. From 


thence 
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_ thence I went to Carlſham, a place of conſiderable 
trade, and a fort of the Baltic, which exports 
great quantities of iron, and is defended by a fort 
built upon a rock in the open ſea, The town is 
very irregularly ſituated, and, in ſome parts, the 
inhabitants on one de of a ſtreet, have their view 
of the oppolite houtes inter copted by high and 
ſteep rocks. 1 

In my road to C wiktianſtade, I patled tha ough 
a {mall and wretched hamlet, called Hembrobull, 
which attracted my notice, as the birth-place of 
Linnæus, whoſe father here c- cecuted the dutics | 
of a pariſh Prien for forty years. A com- 
plete collection of indigenous plants formed 
by him, firſt excited in his ſon a tate for 
botany. . 
Chhriſtianſtadt is a fortreſs 3 upon the 
ſmallriver Helga, which, after ſupplyingtheditches 
of the fortifications with water, falls into a lake 
that communicates with the Baltic. The bridge 
and ramparts, at that time, furniſhed employ- 
ment to a party of criminals, conſiſting of de- 
ſerters, and of perſons whoſe ſentences have been 
changed from death to llavery. "Theſe unhappy 

wretches are chained together in couples, and 
each coupleupon their route to and from their cells, 
15 faſtened to a long chain; one, or, ſometimes, 
No overſcers, armed with ſtaffs, guard the whole 
party, and drive them forward rather hike 
3 ; | beaſts 


3 
beaſts than men. Each criminal is allowed for 
his ſupport five Swediſh ſols per day. 
The town has a manufacture of gloves, much 
_ eſteemed for the ſoftneſs of the leather and the 
ncatneſs of the workmanſhip. It is a well forti- 
fied place, built in the form of a long ſquare by 
Chriſtian IV. King of Denmark, in 1614. In 
the wars between the Swedes and Danes it has 
often been beſieged and taken, and is now a gar- 
riſon town, defended by a part. of the King” s OWN. 
: regiment. 
Scania, both in appearance and value, much 
_ excceds any of the other provinces in Sweden. 
Its gentle hills and luxuriant vallies produce every 
ſort of grain, and aſlord paſture to numerous 
herds of cattle ; while the many well-built towns 
and elegant houſes, prove the riches and activity 
of the inhabitants. Ina ſubſequent letter pro- 
poſe to give you an account of the principal 
places, and in the mean time [ remain, &c. &c. &c. 85 
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| Copenhagen, aa. I 786. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Mr. journey from Chriſ- 
tianſladt to. Tffid dt, lay through a ſandy plain of 


four miles, which the extraordinary dryneſs of 
: this 
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this year rendered ſo very heavy, that ſix horſes 
could ſcarcely draw me through it in a day. But 
this ſlowneſs is very unuſual in Sweden. The pre- 
ſeuts, by which in France, Germany, and other 
countries you urge the poſtilions to get forward, 
ſhould here be employed only in moderating 
their ardour, and preventing their galloping 
down the deſcents of mountains, with the reins _ 


thrown upon the horſes necks, and the wheels of 


the carriage unlocked. Their dexterity, indeed, 
is very great, but a ſtranger is At firſt alarmed 
by ſuch uncommon rapidity, which ſeems more 
dangerous irom the youth and apparent incapa- 
city of the poſtilions, who are often boys of 
' thirteen or fourteen years old, and, ſometimes, 
| eſpecially 1 in the ſeaſon of harveſt, "OP women | 
or girls. 5 
' Near Trollebs, or the ices 8 neſt; 1 ſtopped 5 
to examine a ſtone of very remarkable ſize, which 
ſtands by the ſide of the road. It is called Mag- 
alleen, and is twenty feet in height, twenty-four 
broad, and thirty in length. The country people 
believe it to have been placed there by ſome dwarf 
ſorcerers on the day the ſirſt church was conſe- 
crated. At the ſcignorial eſtate of Luing , not 


far from this ſtone, a horn is preſerved, faid to 


have been taken in 1490 from theſe dwarf ſor- 
cerers, who, on the nights immediately preceding 
(Ar riſtmas, uſed to raiſe the ſtone upon pillars, 
and dance under a nd around it. The whole 
ſtory is written u apo 2 parchment, and preſerved 

among 


e 


Do 197 
among the archives of Luingſby, with the vene, 
ration due to an evangelical writing. The horn 
is ſomething leſs than that of a cow, and, in "0 
the feaſts of former times, has probably ſerved . 
the warriors as a drinking cup. 
The exiſtence of a ſubterraneous people 1 15 be- 
lieved in many parts of Sweden, and in ſome 
iſlands of the Baltic, amongſt which is that of 
Bornholm. This iſland belongs to the Danes, 
and I was aſſured by ſome of them that the in- 
habitants rely much upon the aſſiſtance of a war- 
like and ſorcerous people, who are ever ready to = 
protect them againſt their enemies. „„ 1 
FPß,ſtadt is a ſmall, but well- built town, ſituated 
upon the Baltic Sea, and diſtant, in a direct line, 
about fourteen German miles from Stralſund, 
the capital of Swedith Pomerania, with which 
place a communication 15 conſtantly Toe up by | 
packet. boats. 
5 Malmoè, the capital of Scania, 18 ſituated upon 1 
the Sound, oppoſite to Copenhagen, and at tlie . 1 
diſtance of about four miles. It is well built, and 
is ſaid to contain about fix thouſand inhabitants. 
A company of artillery, another of huſlars, and 
a part of the Queen's regiment compole the gar- 
riſon; and in the center of a large ſquare ſtands 
a very ſuitable building, which 1s uſed as a grand 
guard room. The cathedral is leſs than thoſe of 
| Upfal and Linkiöping, but is of ſome beauty, and 
ornamented with a marble pulpit. One of the 
pillars i Is Hole, and the perſon WO ew the 
church 
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church aſſures you, that a monk was formerly 


immured in it for life, as a puniſhment for adul- 


tery. © Through that hole,” ſays he, © eggs and 


* water were conveyed to him, to prolong his 
5 exiſtence and his ſufferings, and his ſkull {till 


remains at the top of it, to prove the truth of 


the ſtory.” Wraxall mentions the circum- 


ſtance in his travels, and appears to have no 
doubt of its truth; but it is clear enough that 
What they call a ſkull is nothing more than the 
remains of an ancient pot, which once held the 
holy water. The tower of this church com- 
mands a fine view of the country, the ſtraits, 
and the diſtant ſpires of Copenhagen. 


In the town-houſe, which is a very handſome 


building, there is a large chamber, called the hall 
of Canute, where a religious ſociety, conſiſting 
of many perſons of diſtinction of both ſexes, 
holds its meetings. It was incorporated by Ca- 
nute IV. or the Saint, and bears his name. The 
hall is ornamented with the portraits of many kings : 
and queens of Sweden and Denmark, who have 
become members of the ſociety, and honoured its 
meetings with their preſence. The preſents of 
te different ſovereigns are alſo preſerved, and 
amonſt others are three crane-neck*d bottles of 
immenſe fize, made of ſilver, elegantly carved 
and gilt. The largeſt was given by Frederic II. 
of Denmark. TE 
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The city, on the land ſide, is defended by 


ramparts, botions, and ditches ; and towards the 
fea, by a ſquare fort with two ditches and a 
double rampart. The exterior incloſure is guard- 
ed by a detachment of artillery ; and the interior, 

in which there is an old caſtle, now uſed only as 
a priſon, by one of infantry. The latter ram- 
: part has alſo four orillons of ſtone, which for- 


merly, no doubt, were a conſiderable defence. 


ls a ſmall city, chiefly remarkable for 
Luxp, the univerlity founded there by Charles 


IX. in 1666. lt is moſtly reſortèd to for 


theological ſtudies, but they have an obſervatory, 
an anatomical theatre, and a botanical garden, 
of which the firſt is inferior even to that at Up- 
Hl, and the latter very ſmall and badly preſerved, 
the orangery being occupied by ſome women em- 
ployed in winding ſilk for a manufacture eſta- 
bliſhed here. The cathedral is large, but with- 
out any object much worthy of notice. Among 
the many relies, they ſhow you a ſhift worn by 
the Virgin Mary, long enough to make a night- 
gown tor the largeſt ne in the Prutſian : 
 Jervices--© 1 | 


Under the cathedral i: is a ſubterrancous chur ch, 


ſupported by rows of pillars, between Which are 
the tombs of the ancient archbiſhops. I deſcended. 
into it, and was ſhewn a well, the water of which 
is conducted into all the houſes in the city, and 
alſo two jron gates, l into a gallery, Which 

1 runs 


Cs de. — — 2 . - N 2 
4. - Ry 7 = =" 1 7 . * —_— : 
RE ns. K 32 a 1 > 
7, > 1 pn, n. 1 * . * a * 2 
A e )7567%H : —— 2 
8 r 4 Wy — — 8 4 2 — * * « ha 5 - 
mn, 2 * 3 * © r EN. 2 . 1 5 1 — — 0 
er a — 1 . ** 4 * * * 9 
* > 1 1 3 — —— — 
* 8 * & 2 


. , 
3 aan ee. REES 
- _ 1 


n S InP 
prof „ 2 
s of — — _ _—_ 
2. 
—— 


mn * 4 
K rr 2 2 
. * 8 ” Pu Ie» 1 
— . ACP 2 8 : — — 3 T 
(IP ha „ ute © gt oe” em S464 N 1 oh _— r a 8 & 
e's 23 - ” 2's 2 x " Ze * 83 n 2 c Sr. * 15 >, Led > _=S + + 2 * * — 27 * 
oo SELLERS: dP ae oo EP ings” Ing ner a if =: on ws the K be TO . „„ Rona 
8 2 ar rr 2 xo — 2 1 3 Wd 2d * 3 . : — . vs gt AE 09s pv 0 
88 "Ws 4 : ES, a7 bod ne i Sgt t 3 ox 4 net * N ** PIE" => N 8 — N - 
22 an or bs: "6 ON . « b . * 2 — -—4 e 8 2 - L 0 A 2 K an; — 
_ * n — - CES" 4 1 2 Boy tan * ? lk ” * ad « "2 3 8 2 . 7 _Yy 
« 5 ws * 8 1 * > 7 2 — 4 * 82 * * — —— 5 =. of 
3 eb 4 xt * * —— Jy as - Saf 2 6 : = = - — — —— — 2 7 8 5 I 
e- : „ . -_ — — — — 2 5 D — - 2 
— +. — I : 4 " f — — * or ra ole 9 "4 — 
- y N +4 1 DE Dads ” = 22 x a5 A BG _ 
— % — _ — — — — 
= - 


— — 
2 py * 2 — _ — 
2 p __ 1 — WS ws 
— — . 5 — GY — » þ « * T — 8 * 
ou, a . e < : 


"7 
— 
— Ab — a 
ral 3 11 
. ————— 


ahh" 
N 
A* 


— >" 


—— —__— 8 
* * 
wo ah + ty, * * 
le >= —— K — — 


4 
45 


r 
r. 
ä —— —ů—— 


r 
OR 


Shs ae, & 
2 : 


8 


* 


” 1 ä 
jy LE PRE T3 R_ 
parts +. > I 7 
0 N 
* 


D* had CEL 2 SOIT at 


. 
— — een — « a 


5 


runs under ground as far as Dalby, a ſmall town, 
at the diſtance of a mile from Lund. The church 
and gallery are ſaid to have afforded a refuge to 
the catholics in times of perſecution. At this 
univerſity Linnzus acquired the elements of his 
| botanical knowledge, and from the ramparts of 
the city collected the plants deſcr ibed in his Flora 
Lundenſis. 8 
From Lund! went we Laren, 1 very an- 
cient town, ſituated, like Malmoe, upon the 
bank of the Sound. Adjoining to it they are 
building a new town, upon a plan firſt begun by 
the late king. Many elegant houſes are Mendy 
ſiniſhed, and ſtrangers, eſpecially thoſe who build, 
are invited to reſide here by the conceſſion of 
_ ſome conſiderable, privileges. The ſuperb bar- 
racks for the garriſon, and a magniſicent hoſpi- 
tal founded by the late queen, make two ſides of 
_ a ſquare, in which they are now conſtructing a 
: handſome church, intended to form the center of 
the new town. _ : 
A port is alſo intended to be eſtabliſhed here, 
and, to defend it, a fortreſs is building at a ſmall 
diſtance in the ſea, founded partly upon a rock, 
and partly upon piles. The undertaking, if it 
ſucceeds, will certainly be very detrimental to the 
Danes, by inviting many veſſels to lie for ſhelter 
on this ſide of the Sound. But they conſider its 
5 ſucceſs ; as very doubtful, becauſe the ſhores are 
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condered dangerous by ſands, which the ſtillneſs 


of the ſea permits to accumulate, while thoſe of 
Zealand, being cleanfed by continual currents, al- 

ways afford a ſufficient depth of water. The new 
town, however, and its fortreſs may be conſider- 
ed as one of thoſe vaſt and fpirited undertakings, 

in which the Swedes exerciſe their genius and in- 
duſtry, under fo many diſadvantageous circum- 
ſtances both of nature and fortune. 
The garriſon at Landſcrona conſiſts of the re- 
giment of Lieutenant General Sprengporten, 
commander of the order of the Sword, and En- 

voy Extraordinary to the Court of Denmark *. 
It contains 800 men, who, for figure and diſci- 


pline, are * conſidered AS the flower of the Swediſh 
| army.” 


While my paſſage c over the Sound from Hel- 


1 fingburg was prevented by a ſtorm, I went to ſee 
Ramlös, a mineral watering- place, much fre- 
quented by the nobility and the opulent inhabi- 
tants of Scania, who uſually aſſemble here in July, 
and chooſe ſome popular nobleman to do the hon- 
ours, and direct the amuſements of the place. 
The well-known politeneſs of the Swedes to 
ſtrangers, the beauty of the ſitvation, and the 
ſalubrity of the climate, attract here a great 
deal of company from Denmark for the ſeaſon; 


and the balls, which are always held on a Sun- 


A He received the e of Ambaſſadar in - 7 38. 
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day, are attended by the nobility, foreign mini- 


ſters and many other perſons from Copenhagen. 


At Helſingburg I concluded my tour through the 


kingdom of Sweden, and embarked for Den- 
mark, of which country I intend ſhortly to ſend 


you ſome particulars. In the mean time I re- 


| main | 


Yours cc. c. 
ILE TER NV 
Copenhagen, Jan. 1786. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


. my voyage from Hel- 


8 ſingburg to Elſineur, the waters, agitated by the 
ſtorm of the preceding day and night, {till rolled 
tumultuouſly along, and the little bark, to which 
I had committed myſelf, roſe and fell at the im- 
pulſe of every paſſing Wave. By degrees the 
clouded atmoſphere yielded to the influence of tlie 
dawn, and, at length the ſun aroſe in all his glory, 
cContraſting by the brightneſs of his beams the 
darkneſs of the turbulent ſea. Surrounded by 
theſe great objects, in which nature ſeems to ex- 
preſs and exert her powers, my mind roſe to that 
degree of abſtraction at which the thoughts fix 
upon one ſet of objects, and are wholly with- 


drawn from the reſt of the world. In this reve- 


rie, 48 1 conſidered the different degrees of hap- 


- pineſs 5 
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pineſs or miſery, which I had either experienced 


or witneſſed, I thought nothing ſo much reſem- 


bledithe variety and inconſtancy of human fe, as 


the waves of a ſtormy ſea, agitated by continual 
conflicts, and mutually en, and deſtroyed 


s by each other. 
At length we approzched the ſhores of Den- 


mark, anda view of the caſtle of Cronenburg put 

an end to my reverie. This ancient caſtle, ſur- 

rounded with towers and ramparts, fil!s the mind 

with a melancholy awe, and excites one's pity for 
the unfortunate Queen, who here paſled four 

months and a half, in all the fluctuations of fear, 

hope, grief, and deſpair. Within a few years © 
_ afterwards, another Queen, retiring * from the 
world, took up her reſidence in a neighbouring 
caſtle, and dedicated her life to acts of charity and 
| devotion. Ever fince the Prince Royal obtained 
the preſidency of the council of ſtate, Queen Julia 95 

has withdrawn herſelf from all concern in the go- 
vernment, and reſided at the caſtle of Frieden- 


ſburg. But her tranquillity is, perhaps, ſome- 


times interrupted, when, from the hills of Frie- 
denſburg, ſhe views the diſtant towers of Copen- 
hagen, and recollects the cataſtrophe of the night 


between the 18th and 19th of January, 1772, in 
which a young, beautiful and amiable Queen, 


born with all the qualities that might entitle her 
to 8 but enthralled by the * of c cir- 


* Or. driven. 
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cumſtances, and miſled by the openneſs of her 
own diſpoſition, was rouſed from her bed, after 


the pleaſures and fatigues of a brilliant fete, and 


torn away from every _ ſhe held moſt dear to 
her. 


The axfortunate Matilda, cher being forcibly 


ſeized by Count Rantzau, and ſome other officers, 
was conducted to a coach and ix, in which a 
captain of horſe with his drawn ſword, an infe- 


rior offider, and one of the women of her cham- 


ber, immediately placed themſelves. Thus ac- 
companied, and eſcorted by 24 dragoons, ſhe was 
taken to the caſtle of Cronenburg, whither the 
_ Princeſs Auguſta, then a child of fix months old, 
followed her in another coach, with a guard and 
one lady.,—Queen Julia, in the ſtillneſs of her 
preſent retreat, may frequently recur to the dan- 
gers of that memorable night, when the obſti- 
nacy of a valet, in refuſing the keys of the King's 


bed-· chamber, the tender and variable diſpoſition 
of the Count de Rantzau, the attachment of a 


number of courtiers to Matilda, the affection of 
the King for his wife, and his friendſhip for Stru- 
: enzee, formed a ſeries of obſtacles which nothing : 
Teſs than the moſt perfect ae and addreſs 


could ſurmount. 
But to return to my own ſituation. In the 


roads we paſſed through a fleet of three hundred 
= veſſels of all nations, and after many tacks, which 


ge us 2 full view of the whole, arrived at Elſe- 
neur. 0 


Feet 
8 
1 as 
Abt 


5 
neur. There I was detained four hours for horſes, 
and might have waited much langer, but for the 
obliging attentions of Meſſieurs Fenwick and 
Godin. In this town, frequented as the grand 
| thoroughfare between Sweden and Denmark, the 
poſts are ſo badly regulated, that ſtrangers are fre- 
quently obliged to wait four-and-twenty hours. 

In the mean time I went to ſee the caſtle of Cro- 
nenburg, which is ſeparated from Elſeneur, only 
by an alley of linden-trees. After ſome cuſtomary 
ceremonies, we were permitted to ſee it, the offi- 
cer of the guard having obtained the leave of the 
governor, Major General de Beſſel. I defired to 
be ſhewn the apartments formerly occupied by 
the Queen; and the manner in which I was gra- 
tified, ſhewed the requeſt to be by no means un- 
uſual. The ſuite now forms the reſidence of the 
governor, and conſiſts of ſeveral commodious 

| chambers, very ſimple, and plainly furniſhed, 
which intereſted me ſo much, on account of their 
late inhabitant, that 1 could ſcarcely withdraw 

_ myſelf from them. - Thereſt of the caſtle attracted 
my notice but little, though there were ſome 
Paintings repreſenting the wars of Chriſtian V. by 
Carl van Manderen, and a portrait of Admiral 
Tromp by the fame hand -. *. however, admired 


5 Carl van Manderen, 3 at Markt FARE 150 latter end of * the ſ 5 : 
teenth century, was appointed painter to the court of Frederic the 'Third 


of Denmark, and executed a portrait of that e Much Vondel | has : 
- celebrated in a dozen good couplets. 


7 father of 1 8 van F was 5 both a painter and a port. 3 
TE the 
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the immenſe ſubterraneous works, uſed as caſe- 


mates by the ſoldiers, and a battery level with the 


water, conſtructed upon an abutment raiſed in the 


Sound, with which they pretend they can reach 


the oppoſite ſhore. It has to endure the e orts 


of a very heavy and tempeſtuous ſea ; but the un- 
: dertakers ſeem not at all to doubt the rs, wg of. 
their work. 


Hirſholm, a caſtle ſituated in a delightful valley, 


half-way from Elſeneur to Copenhagen, was given 
by the King to Matilda before their ſeparation. 
Here ſhe frequently retired with ſelect parties; 
and, freeing herſelf from the artificial reſtraints 
of ceremony, participated i in thoſe ſocial delights, 
which the openneſs of her diſpoſition, and the 
| goodneſs of her heart fo well qualified her to re- 
ceive and communicate. But her fondneſs for 
_ pleaſure, the ready influence of perſuaſion over 
her mind, and the unſuitable circumſtances : 
her marriage, afforded her enemies an opportunity 
of exciting ſuſpicions, which might have been 
eafily diſſipated by a little more caution on her 
part, or a little leſs ambition on the part of Stru- 


en zee. 


Having thus filled 1 my mind with the remem- 


brance of the circumſtances attendant upon the fall 


of this unfortunate Queen, permit me to give you 
ſome account of her children, and of the meaſures 


* which the powers of government have been 


* 


A, _ TICS wreſted 


WEST 


( 167 ) 
wreſted from thoſe who obtained them by the 
_ deſtruction of Matilda. 
The Princeſs Royal, with talents which do ho- 
nour to the education ſhe has received, very much 
reſembles her late mother in beauty of counten- 
ance, livelineſs of diſpoſition, and innate excel- 


lence of heart. The Prince Royal is, in perſon, 


much tike the King, but his eye-brows are very 
thick, and his hair almoſt white. He has a ſeri- 


ous and penſive air, ſpeaks little in public, and 


ſeems much attached to the army, which he fre- 
quently exerciſes, and has conciliated, by an aug- 
mentation of pay, and by appearing conſtantly in 


a military uniform. 'Thoſz who approach him 
moſt nearly ſpeak highly of his abilities, and de- 
clare their expectations of his attaining a very ſu- 
perior degree of knowledge in the difficult ſcience 
of governing; while his only ambition ſeems to 
be that of affording happineſs to a people, whoſe 


- liberal conceſſion of abſolute power ſo well enti- 


tles them to the gratitude and attention of their i 


monarchs. 
On the 28th of March, 1784, this Prince, be- 


ing then 16 years and two months old, was con- 


firmed in the chapel of the caſtle, in the preſence 


of the nobility, foreign miniſters, chiefs of the 
different departments and other perſons of dif- 
tinction, who were invited. He was examined 
as to the principles of religion by Mr. Baſhholm, 


firſt chaplain to the court, and for three hours 


together 
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| toge ther replied to every queſtion with admir able 
preſence of mind, acuteneſs, and propriety. Af. 


ter this ceremony he was declared of age, and à 


day appointed for his taking his ſeat at the coun- 
cil, in the Preſidency of which he was to ſucceed 


his uncle Prince Frederic. Mr. Gulberg, formerly 


preceptor to Prince Frederic, afterwards ſecretary 
to the cabinet, and at length miniſter of ſtate ; Mr. 


Roſencrone, miniſter of foreign affairs; and Mr. 


Stehnlan, miniſter of the finances, were then added 
to the council, and Mr. Sporon, ſub-governor to 
the Prince Royal, was appointed ſecretary to the 


cabinet, On the 28th of-the preceding January, 


being the birth-day of the prince, ſeveral penfions 


had been augmented, and eight new Knights of 


the Holy Ghoſt were made, amongſt whom was 

Mr. Moltke, ſteward of the houſehold to Den 
8 
At length the great day ETSY which was en- 
tirely to change the face of affairs in Denmark. 
The Prince Royal, ſeizing the moment, when, on 


account of relieving the guard, a part of the gar- 


riſon were under arms, gave orders that no per- 
ſons ſhould quit their poſt till they had received 
permiſſion from him. The council were then 
aſſembled, and the Prince with à paper in 
-his hand, entered the King's apartment, where 
he found his uncle conſiderably ſurprized at his 
appearance. In a firm but reſpectful manner, he 
addreſſed the es, ander whom, . ſaid, | 
the 


3 
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the aſſiſtance of a council, which he was deſirous 


ſhould be compoſed only of perſons worthy of 
his confidence. To this end, he ſaid, he had pro- 


jected a change of members in the actual council, 


and had prepared a memoir upon the ſubject, 


which he hoped his Majeſty would give him per- 


miſſion to read, and would afterwards honour 
with his approbation and ſignature. His firmneſs 


overcame the attempts made to intimidate him; 3, 


| he read his paper, and the King ſigned it. 
With this authority for his conduct, be pre- 
ſented himſelf to the council, and, in a manner 
at once deciſive and modeſt, returned his thanks 
to all the members, eſpecially to his uncle, for 
their exertions in behalf of a government, which, 
during the melancholy ſituation of his father, de- 
yolved to him of right. At the ſame time he no- 
tified that he had formed a new council, and had 

excluded Meſheurs Roſencrone, Gulberg, Steh- 
man, and Moltke, whom he, however, aſſured 
of his protection, and promiſed to recompenſe 
for the loſs of their places by penſions or ſome 
equivalent previſion. Finally, he requeſted Prince 
Ferdinand to aſſiſt him with his advice, and to 


honour the new board with his preſence. 


From the aſtoniſhed members, who, though _ 
5 they knew a revolution to be intended, delieved 
it to be very improbable or diſtant, the Princo 


went 


che laws now called upon him to govern, with 
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went to the caſtle guard, and addreſſed the ofli- 


cers of foot and horſe, whom he found aſſem- 


bled according to his orders. They immediately 


bound themſelves to him by an oath, and he paſſ- 


ed on to the apartment of Queen julia, to in- 


form her of what had been done, and to aſſure 
her that his conduct ſhould always be marked 
with that reſpect which her rank required, and 


which his attachment to her perſon ſo much in- 


clined him to ſhew. He invited her to retain 


che ſame apartments which ſhe then inhabited, 
but at the ſame time gave her the liberty of 


chooſing any of the royal caſtles to retire to, and 
very delicately inſinuated, that for the future all 
affairs would be tranſacted * himſelf. and his 


council alone. 
After this viſit, he aſſembled ther the g0- 


vernor of the city, Prince Bevern, the comman- 
der of the citadel, the chiefs of the different de- 
partments, the commanders of the fourteen bat- 
talions in garriſon, the colonet of the Bourgeoiſe 
and the officer of the police, and informed them 
that his orders were alone to be obeyed. . 


The ſame day Mr. de Shack, high ſteward of 


the court, and Mr. Jacobi, reader to the King, 
received their diſmiſſions, and were ſucceeded by f 
four chamberlains, to whoſe immediate care the 


King's ſafety, health, and amuſements were com- 


mitted. Mr. de Shack was appointed grand. maſ- 
ter of the c ceremonies, an office not affording any 


employment 


( 17t ) 
employment at court, and which gave him no 
right of acceſs to the King's perſon. Upon his 
retirement ſoon after, his place was given to Mr. 
de Numſen, director of the chamber of tolls at 
Elſeneur, and ſon of the lady who had the care 
of the Prince Royal in his infancy. This gen- 
tleman, who has reſided in many foreign courts, 
and is a patron of learning and the polite arts, is 
here held in very high eſtimation, as a man of 
taſte, politeneſs, and knowledge of the world. 
At the ſame time Mr. Sporon was diſiniſſed from 
his place of ſecretary to the cabinet, which he 
had hardly enjoyed long enough to receive the 
compliments of his friends upon his appointment. 
An expreſs was {ent to Count Bernſtorf, who 
reſided upon his eſtates in the country, inviting 
him to accept the office of miniſter of foreign af- 
fairs, vacant by the diſmiſſion of the Count de 
Roſencrone, and held in the: mean time by Mr. 

Shack-Ratlau. 

Count Roſencrone, withic a few days after- 
wards, retired to Jutland, where he has ſome. 
very conſiderable eſtates, and was rewarded-by a 
penſion of 2500 crowns. Deſcended from a fa- 

mily but lately ennobled, he was at firſt employed 
only in foreign embaſſies ; but his adminiſtration 
here gained him the character of an honeſt man; 
and the mildneſs of his deportment and manners 
makes his abſence regretted by all who knew him 
; N 
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25 a man, or had occaſion to tranſact buſineſs 
with him as a miniſter. | 
Count Schimmelman, fon of the famous Schim- 
melman, ſucceeded to the poſt of miniſter of the 
finances, in the room of Mr. Stehman, who was 
appointed to the balliage of Haderſleben. Mr. 
Stehman, a laborious and able calculator, owes 
his fortune entirely to his abilities, which yet 
| ſeem not ſufficiently extenſive or powerful to qua- 
lify him for the poſt of miniſter in a country, 
where the reſources are but ill-proportioned to 
the neceſlities of government, and the many im- 
provements projected throughout the kingdom. 
Mr. Gulberg, quitting the miniſtry and the 
council, remains in the ſervice of Prince Frede- 
ric, as high-ſteward of his houſehold, a poſt be- 
| ſtowed upon him a few months before the revo- 
lution, with a penſion of 2,000 crowns, to which 
he now adds another of 2,500 in quality of a 
diſmiſſed miniſter. He is of plebeian extraction, 
his father having been a prieſt in Norway, and 
| himſelf having ſerved a church at Rotſchild, 
which he quitted to become preceptor to Prince 
Frederic. But his powers have gained him the 
admiration, and his amiable quahtics the love 
of all the nation. He is inquiſitive, labo- 
rious, and ſeems to have little taſte for what is 
generally called pleafure, as I have never ſeen 
him at any ball, fete, or public ſpectacle during 
my reſidence at Copenhagen. The-labours of 


2 . 
— gy — 
—— - 


104 
ed 
1 
ö 
8 
! 


Cr 


» 
8 Rs ED 
Rt” — 
, or — 1 — 3 * 
— : 5 — —— 
_ bs 2 2 „ - 2 * — V: I 4 -- y 
nr 2 — — g — x — r . . 8 2 * 1 1 - *. 2 — * 8 
2 ADL 0: 1 OI aye Swe ws - _ ; mn; 2 ma a — 9 x * 2 2 
- — SA . 2 — 2 » 5519, hs k —— hu 43, > — 
. <=." an —— — — Ce OR _ * r mY 2 oe s 3 5 8 2 — — — 5 ' 
— 3 5 2 ne A wn 8 "SS a 2 = 
ö 8 8 , : A = 1 2 — 1 * % 2 
mo - _ — 4 * 5 N TY I . nt 5 W 
1 H ot — . p * g 22 3 2 . F 


— 
. ² —— — wee 


.. — 4 een 
rr 
— — 
— —— 
* 


— — 
— — — 


— II 
— - * wn 2 
1 2 2 . 


r 
. 


JFF nn Sh re "gpm ² m ty "ns 
_ n 7 1 — — — — — 2 . þ 


C373) 

ſtudy employ his mind, While domeſtic lealures 
engage his heart. He has married ſucceſſively 
the two daughters of a miller at Friedenſburg- 

Prince Frederic and Queen Jalia honour him with 

2 their entire confidence. 

1 General Eichſtadt, the late governor of the 

2 Prince Royal, who commanded the dragoons in 
the revolution of 1772, having quitted the 

Council, and been diſmiſſed from his poſt of co- 
lone! of the horſe-guards, now lives in retirement 

upon his eſtates with the appointment of e 
chamberlain of the realm. 

The report of the Prince Royal's conduct was 
ſoon circulated through the city, and the peoples 
who had always expected to ſee revived in him 
the virtues of his grand-father, Frederic the 
Fifth, began to aſſemble in great numbers before 
the caſtle, teſtifying their impatience to ſee the 
new regent. He appeared in his uniform as a 

general, and was ſaluted on all fides by the moſt 
joyful acclamations. Afterwards, accompanied by 
his Marſhal, the Baron de Pulau, and followed only 
by one footman, he walked through the princi- 
pal ſtreets of Copenhagen, and from the immenſe 
: crowds with which they were filled, continued 
4 dd receide expreſſions of attachment and eſteem. 
| 1 lis conduct was certainly equally diſtinguiſhed | 
2 * 2 by the firmneſs with which he executed his plan, ; 
3 and his moderation in enjoying the ſucceſs of it. 
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Even thoſe whom he thought proper to diſmiſs 
from their employments, his humanity would 
not permit him to deprive of ſupport. They 
were all recompenſed, in a greater or leſs degree 
by penſions, balliages, or other employments ; _ 


and, although removed from all intereſt in the 


affairs of the capital, were left to the quiet en- 


Joyment of their own principles and poſſeſſions. 


Indeed, the late miniſtry is admitted to have go- 

verned with moderation and gentleneſs, afford- 
ing conſtant encouragement to the arts and 
ſciences, and endeavouring to promote the ge- 


neral welfare, by preſerving the peace of the na- 


tion, and the domeſtic tranquillity of the people. 


But the remembrance of the bloody cataſtrophe 


by which they firſt obtained their power; and of 
the ſubſequent ſufferings of an unfortunate Qucen, 
excited a ſpirit of diſcontent, which the perſo- 
nal qualities of her children, and the endeavours 
of the Engliſh Party, ee tended to 
: promote. 


The actual council, to which, under the preli- 


dency of the Prince Royal, all matters are report. 
td, after paſſing through the different Gepart- 
ments, conſiſts, beſides Prince F rederic, of the 


following miniſters. 


The Count de Bernſtorf, miniſter for foreign 
affairs, and preſident of the German Chancery; 
the Baron de Roſencrantz, preſident of the Col 
lege of Admiralty ; - the Baron de Shack. Ratlau, 

Patron, f 
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patron of the Univerſity of Copenhagen; Mon- 

fieur de Huth, commander in chief of the Ar- 

tillery, and preſident of the College of War; 
and Monſieur de Stampe, preſident of che Daniſh 
Chancery. 
The Count de Bernſtorf 18 the nephew of the 

25 celebrated Count of the ſame name, known to 

13 3 poſterity for his ſervices under the glorious reign 
1 of Frederic the Fifth. By a perſonal intercourſe | 
with the different courts of Europe, he has ob- i 
tained a profound knowledge of their intereſts ; | 'M 


and with a ſtate of health which ſeems at beſt to 1 
| | 1 
be precarious, he is laborious, active, and nde. = 


fatigable. His preſent office is now held by him — 
for the ſecond time. Involved in 1771, under 
the adminiſtration of Struenzee, in the diſgrace 
of his uncle, he was recalled in 1773 under that 
of Prince Frederic. In 1780 he was obliged to 
retire, a ſhort time after having ſigned, con- 
jointly with the miniſters of Ruſſia and Sweden, 
the famous treaty of armed neutrality. The Em "pt 
preſs ſuſpecting, from his known attachment tod 
England, ſome delay in the preparation of the 
ſtipulated armaments, ſolicited and obtained his =. 
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diſmiſſion. The Daniſh court had at that time 4 
ſtrong reaſons for conciliating the favour of that ml 
of Ruſſia, and the regret which accompanied „ 
Bernſtorf, upon his departure for his eſtates, to- "of 
gether with the ſatisfaction of the nation upon pl 
his re-appointment by the Prince Royal, prove 1 
that i 
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that he was then made 2 ſacrifice to- its inte 
reſts. 
The Baron de Roknerints, during the abſence 


of the King upon his travels, and before the ad- 


miniſtration of Struenzee, had the direction of 
the war department. He is a man of very ſupe- 
rior powers, has great knowledge of the world, 

a polite and eaſy manner, with every qualifica- : 


tion requiſite for ſhining in a court. 


The Baron de Shack-Ratlau is eſteemed for his 


| abilities and acquirements in literature and the 
polite arts, and has acquired the general eſteem of 


the nation for his noble and generous conduct at 


the beginning of the adminiſtration of Struenzee*. 


Monſieur de Huth, who, at the age of ſeventy- 


| five, appears to have all the vigour of a man of 


forty, owes his preſent elevation entirely to his 


own exertions. He was born in Heſſe, and, at- 


ter ſerving in ſeveral wars, came into the ſervice 


of Denmark, as a lieutenant-colonel, under the 
adminiſtration of the Count de St Germain. His 


manners are very plain, and, beſides his reputa- 
tion as a profeſſional man, he has the character of 


great integrity, and moral propriety of conduct. 


Monſieur de Stampe is alſo much eſteemed. 
The four firſt miniſters are knights of the order 


of. the Bephant ; Honfeur de Stampe of that of 


* The ws! laſt noblercen yore the council in | the end of the year 
0” | | | 


We © IP, 
Dannebrog. The Count de Schimmelman, a 
knight of the order of Dannebrog, and miniſter of 
finances and commerce, has not yet taken his ſeat 
at the council*. His application and activity af. 
ford hopes that he will one-day equal the reputa- 
tion of his father, whoſe memory will for ever be 
reſpected in Denmark, eſpecially by the mer- 
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= Cchants, who are now about to erect a ſtatue of 1 

8 him before their exchange. A model of it, exe- 100 

2 cuted by an Italian, named Roſci, was ſhewn me. 1 
He is repreſented in the dreſs of a knight, and 1 
c ſurrounded by the different attributes of com- Fl 


mere. - Ty "Hl 
The Prince Royal, not content with the preſi- ij 
dency and the advice of this council, pays daily 
_ viſits to the miniſters and chiefs of the different 
departments, in order to acquire a knowledge of 
ecvery public tranſaction, and enable himſelf one 
8 day to govern alone. 7 
Having thus taken a view ; of the government 


of Denmark, Perm, me to conclude by aſſuring 
you how much 1 


Jam, &c. bc. Kc. 


He took his ſeat in tlic beginning of the year 1739. 
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LETTER XVII. 


Copenhagen, Feb. ... 1786. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


0 your enquiries reſpett 


ing thoſe circumſtances in which the inhabitants 


of Sweden and Denmark differ from, or reſem- 


ble each other, I am glad that my reſearches en- 
able me to afford you an anſwer. 
The Strait, called the Sound, ſeparites the two 


nations, which, with the ſame origin and language, 
and, almoſt, with the ſame climate, have yet ſome 


conſiderable points of difference, which appear 


| both between the countries and their inhabitants. 
In Denmark there are no rivers, and the whole 
country conſiſts of riſing hills and open valleys, 
with a rich but ſtony il and ſome ſmall lakes. 
In Sweden, on the cofttrary, the lakes and rivers. 
are very large, and one perceives only mountains, 
rocks, valleys, and foreſts. The Swedes are lively, 
nierten and ſuſceptible of ſudden attachments. 


The Danes, with an inclination to repoſe, and a 


rens phlegmatic diſpoſition, are ſlower in 
forming friendſhips, but very conſtant in preſerv- 


ing them. The Swedes are of a ſlight, but W 


75 make, which they ſhow by 4 ſhort blue dreſs; 


wh ile 


[ : 


9 


8 


1s.) 


while the heavier figure of the Danes is covered 


by a long red garment. It is the opinion of ſome 
learned men, that the Swedes, in the eleventh 
and twelfth centuries, were of much greater ſize 
than at preſent; and upon this ſubject, the me- 
moirs of their academy relate the Tung cir- . 


cumſtances: 


On the 22d of July, 1764, i in digging up the 
« cemetery of the ancient monaſtery of Wreta, 


* ſeveral one cheſts were found at the depth of 


two ells under the earth, containing human 
bones of an immenſe ſize. At the Aa ed of 
four ells, in a very fine white fand, a ſkeleton 
ewas found perfectly preſerved, and about eight 


« feet long. And in laying the foundation of the 


< tower at Lindkiöping, two ſkeletons of equal 
e ſize were dug up, one of which {till retained | 


the mark of a deep wound in the ſkull. 
The bones of King Inge Halſtanſons, which 


« « repoſe i in a ſtone coftin, in the church of Wreta, 


are nearly of the ſame dimenſions, and hiſtory 
tells us that the Kings Stenkilſon and his nephew 
2M Ragwald Knaphöfding, who lived in the be- 
„ ginning of the 14th century, were of ſtill 
40 greater {1ze. 
„ FSuch Keletons are af frequently dug up in 
2 ancient cemeterics. 5 


Ihe 


”. Memoires de I' Acad. des Sgiences de Zuede, tom. 27, pag. 33+ 
tom. 28, p. 274. | 5 
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origin, and are, indeed, only different dialects of 
the ſame language varied by the manners and cha- 


in a ſinging, or chanting tone, but the Swedes 
voice upon the penultimate, raiſe it again upon 


conſonants, as book, heſt, baker; and the Swe 
diſh in vowels, of which à is the moſt common, 
as boka, heſta, baka. The words in each language 
mean à book, a horſe, a mountain. The Swediſh 
manner in ſpeaking would inſpire even an unin- 
telligent liſtener with gaiety, while the mournful 


( 289 ) 
The Swediſh and Daniſh languages have ons 

raters of the people. They are both pronounced 

chaunt more quickly, and, after lowering the 


the laſt ſyllable. The Daniſh words end chiefly in 


accent, and, almoſt guttural pronunciation of the 
Danes, impreſſes only ſenſations of melancholy. 


Ihe women of both countries are handſome, 
amiable, and well educated, having delicate, and, 
for the moſt part fair complexions, blue eyes and 


tine hair. The Swediſh women are well made, 


have an animated air, expreſſive countenances, 
and light figures: thoſe of Denmark are duller, 
and inclined to become corpulent. The firſt ſeem 
more ſuſceptible of the deſires, the latter of the 


tenderneſs of love. In Denmark the women of 


the middle and lower clafles are gd fond of ſhew, 


The famous Cajanus, who was publicly exhibited: and 4 died in Holland, 


was a Swede, of the province of Oſtrobothnia. He is ſaid to have been 


'v 


above eight leet, and en have giv en one a "ME good idea of an ancient 
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and their dreſs, which is prepared with great care, 
and obtained at any rate, is compoſed of materials 
of many colours, amongſt which red is the moſt 
prevalent. The Swedifh women of the ſame con- 
dition always wear veils, and thoſe employed in 
the labours of the ſield have theirs of black crape; 
an uſeful cuſtom in a country where the eyes are 
liable to be weakened by the glare of the ſnow in 
winter, and the reflection of the ſun from the 
85 rocks during the long days of ſummer. | 
The Danes readily permit ſtrangers to ſettle 
amongſt them, and there are many foreign noble. 
men and perſons in political, military, and private 
employments, eſtabliſhed in all parts of the king- 
dom. But the Swedes preſerve their diſtinction 
as an original people, having mingled with very 
few families of foreign extraction. By the tenth 
article of the new conſtitution it is enacted, in 
conformity to the old one, That no ſtranger, 
of whatever condition, or rank, not even 4 
* prince, ſhail be employed in the political, mi- 

* litary, or civil department, or ſhall be capable 
* of holding Wy $a not homediztely belongiog | 
to the court.“ 
Both nations are attached to the Sciences and 
Belles Lettres, and have cultivated them ſuc- 
ceſsfully. The Swedes boaſt many learned men, 
not only known and eftecmed at home, but ad- 
| mired throughout all Europe. Among theſe are 
Linnæus, Bergmann, Celſius, Menanderhiclm. 
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Wargentin, de Geer, and that able hiſtoriographer 
Lagerbring“.— Tycho Brahe, Roemer, Gaſpard 


Bartholin, Simon Pauli, Wormius, and Holberg, 
may be ſelected from the liſt of Daniſh men of 
ſcience; and to theſe permit me to add Mr. de 
Kratzenſtein, Rector of the Univerſity, and Pro- 
feſſor of Experimental Philoſophy; the Chamber- 
lain de Suhm4, and Meflirs, de Treſhaw, and 
Kaliſchen, Profeſſors of Divinity and Chirurgery. 


Ihe greateſt part of the nobility of both nations, 


atter an excellent preliminary education at home, 


„Ile died in 1788. | 


Extract of a letter from the worthy and learned Profe ſſor de Treſ- 
couw, dated Copenhagen, Feb. 17th, 1781. | 


« To Mr. de Suhm we owe all that is eb known concerning the 


Hiſtory of Denmark. This learned man, by a perfect knowledge of the 
“ancient languages, and an incredible aſſiduity ia hiſtorical reſearches, has 


* been enabled to give the public fourtzcn quarto volumes, the titles of 


which are as follows: 1. Upon the origin of Nations in general, Copen- 


e hagen, 1769. 2. Upon the origin of the Northern Nations, 1770. 
* 3. Concerning Odin and the Mythology of the Northern Nations, 1771. 
4—5. Upon the Emigration of the Northern Nations, 1772, 1773. 


4 6.—9. Critical Hiſtory of Denmaik, 1774.— 81. 10.—13. Hiſtory of 


Denmark. 14. Collection of Hiſtorical Pieces concerning Denmark. 
lt is to be lamented that theſe works have not yet been tranſlated. 
The Hiſtory of Norway was publiſhed in 1771, in three volumes, 4to. by 


_ * another reſpectable hiſtorian, named Schionning. The want of tranſſa- 


« tions of theſe performances is in ſome degree recompenſed by ſome pub- 


d lications upon the Hiſtory of Denmark, Norway, and the Dutchies of 


« Sleſwig and Holſtein, in which Meſſrs, Gehhardi and Chriſtiani have _ 
6 arailed themſelves of the labours of de Suhm and Schionning.“ | 


3 1 acquire 


5 ) 


acquire a knowledge of the laws and manners of 


foreign nations by travel, and local inveſtigation. 


They are equally diſtinguiſhed for an eaſy and en- 


gaging politeneſs, to which thoſe of Sweden add 


the primitive virtue of hoſpitality. 


In the military and naval departments of 


Sweden, thoſe only can obtain promotion, who 
have ſerved under ſome foreign power; a quali- 
fication neceſſary in Denmark only to naval ofſi- 


cers, who often acquire experience in the ſervices 
of England or Ruſſia, and ſometimes on board 


merchant ſhips. 


The King of Sweden ſends from time to time 
ſeveral young men to Rome and Paris, to ſtudy 
the chet-d'ceuvres of ancient and modern art. 
But, notwithſtanding the natural aptitude and 
_ dexterity of the Swedes, their artiſts by no means 


equal thoſe of Denmark, where the encourage- 


ment is much more general and liberal. Amongſt 


the latter is an hiſtorical painter, whoſe compoli- 


tions will bear a compariſon with thoſe of Pierre 
or Weſt*, For an annual penſion of a thouſand | 


_ crowns granted him by the court, heis obliged to 
furniſh each year, upon the King's birth-day, a 


painting upon ſome ſubject taken from the Hiſtory 


of Denmark. Twenty-two of theſe are to be 
finiſhed, and they are to be placed i in the ſuperb 
ball of the knights, the deſign and execution of 
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which is by a French architect, named Desjardins. 
By the King's permiſſion, an eminent portrait 


painter has the uſe of a large hall in the caſ- 
tle, in which a copy of each portrait painted 


by him is preſerved, ſo as to form an intereſting 


collection of likeneſſes, from which a diſciple of 


Lavater might form an opinion of the different 
members of ſociety in Copenhagen. A 
painter}, who has ſtudied in the environs of Rome, 


young 


and amongſt the mountains of Switzerland, has 


been ſent by the Prince Royal to take a ſeries of 
views of the moſt pictureſque parts of Norway, 
Denmark, and Jutland. Another hall of the caſtle 
will be ornamented by theſe paintings. Profeſſor 
Hoyer, Secretary to the Academy of Painting, 

Sculpture, and Architecture, is à miniature painter : 

of the firſt rate, excelling both in the elegance of 


his compoſition, and the delicacy of his pencil. 


Ihe engraver Prieſter is well known for the ex- 

preſſion of his burine; and the two ſculptors and 
ſtatuaries, Profeſſors Wiedfelt and Stanley, are 
diſtinguiſhed, the one for the accuracy of his con- 
tours, the other for the richneſs and fire of his 
compoſitions. They are both conttantly Ah 54 
by the court. 
Sweden, pnder many diſadvantages, has a great 
number of able manufaQurers, workmen, and 
tradeſmen, who excel as much in their leather, 


| + Juel, I - Paaliſſen. 


gloves, 


185 ) 
gloves, inlaid work and ſtoves, as thoſe of Den- 


mark in the manufactures of cloths, ſilks, hats, 
and painted linen. The Swediſh peaſant, after 


the payment of tithes and quit-rents, enjoys the 
profits of his own labour, and has a voice in the 
| legiſlature of his country, as a member of the 
fourth eſtate; he is, therefore, vigorous, active, 
and laborious; and, although opprefled by the 
exaction of certain ſervices, of which that of fur- 
' Niſhing horſes to the poſt is one, has an energy 
of character unknown to thoſe of Denmark, who 
are attached to the ſoil in a ſtate little better than 
flavery, humbled at once by their own indolence, 


and by the oppreſſion of their lords. 


No perſon has yet imitated the example of the 
late Count de Bernſtorf, who, ſome years ago, 
hberated all his peaſants, and thus, by rendering 
them rich and happy, advanced his eſtates to four 
times their original value. In memory of this 
good action, theſe peaſants have lately erected a 
magnificent monument of Norway marble, upon 
which there is an inſcription in letters of gold, in- 

| tended to convey the name of Bernſtorf to the 


lateſt poſterity. It was executed by Weidefelt, 


the Profeſlor of Sculpture, and ſtands upon one 
of the Count's eſtates, at the diſtance of a league 
from Copenhagen, and by the ſide of the great 
royal ron d. which leads from thence to Elſineur. 
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Notwithſtanding the animoſity and jealouſy, 
which prevails between the two nations, the Swe- 
diſh workmen are moſt eſteemed in Denmark, 
and are employed in the manufactures, trade, and 

agricultural labours. Their ſuperiority to the 
Danes I have myſelf witneſſed at Droningaard, 
where a ſmall colony of forty or fifty Scanians 
cleared as much land as treble the number of the 
former employed in the ſame work, and were at 
the ſame time choſen by the inſpector, who was a 
native of Holitein, to execute all the moſt diffi- E 
cult parts of the undertaking. The ſame prefe- | 
Wit rence is given to them by the Holſtein farmer in 
| 1 ; his harveſt work: but what chiefly marks the dif- . 
1 ference between the Swediſh and Daniſh labour- E | 
| 8 ers, is that, immediately after their work, they 
1 I; firit repair to their huts of turf and earth, and 
[if there dance to the ſound of a violin, or to the 
ſinging of their wives and daughters, while the 
latter, overcome with fatigue, retire to their 
| | brandy bottles and beds. At a fete-champetre 
1 if | given by my friend C.. .., theſe Scanians re- 
Wt fuſed to mix with the other work-people, and, 
1 8 _ retiring to a corner of the field, oppoſed their own 
1 lively tunes and briſk attitudes, to the heavy muſic 
1 and folemn ſtep of the Daniſh dance. A great | 
[i 1 50 number of Swedes, attracted by the difference in 3 
| 25 the price of labour, viſit Zealand annually in 
ſpring, and return at the approach of winter; 1 
large parties alſo, conſiſting of more women than 2 
men, 
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3 
men, are ſeen to arrive, Whenever the report of 
any great undertaking has been circulated on the 
oppoſite ſhore. 

The bravery and activity of the Swedes in war 
has been ſufficiently proved in the reigns of Charles 
the Ninth, Guſtavus Adolphus, Charles the Ele- 
venth, and Charles the Twelfth; ſovereigns, who, 
inſtead of directing the ſpirit and abilities of their 


ſubjects to the uſeful purſuits of agriculture, com- 
merce, and manufactures, impoveriſhed the ſtate, 


and depopulated the kingdom from the vain am- 


bition of making conqueſts. An able writer, upon 


the ſubject of population, mentions, as an inſtance 
of the injurious effects of war in Sweden, that, 


during the late war, a company of foot, conſiſt- 


ing of 128 men, raiſed from the pariſh of Skel- 


e leſtra in Weſtrogothia, was ANNE entirely re- 


« newed in the courſe of one year.“ 

With reſpect to the military character of the 
Danes, one of their own hiſtorians writes thus: 
The Danes, though no longer that ſanguinary 
« and ferocious people, who thought it a diſgrace 


« to dic in their beds, are ſtill a brave nation, and 
% have ſignalized their caurage in ſome unhappy 
© wars, in which their want of ſucceſs by land 


has been recompenſed by their victories at ſea.” 
Tke Swediſh, Daniſh, and Norwegian languages 


'C all derived from the ancient Scandinavian, and 


contain many Engliſh, Frieze, and Lou: German 


words. 
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words. In the days of paganiſm, the Swedes uſed 


a ſort of characters in writing, which they called 
runor or runer, and engraved upon the runic ſtones 


placed round the tombs of their heroes, as well as 
upon the ſtaffs which then ſerved as calendars, 


and are ſtill applied to the ſame uſe in ſome of the 


northern provinces. Many learned men ſuppoſe 
Odin to have introduced theſe characters in the 
north; and it is generally believed that they were 
taken from coins, and monuments of the Anglo- 

| Saxons and Franks. The greateſt part of thoſe 
which I ſaw conſiſt of ſhapeleſs ſtrokes, placed 
obliquely, perpendicularly, and horizontally ; the 
monuments, of which I met with ſeveral in my 
tour, being only circular collections of ſtones, 
with one in the middle that exceeds the reſt in 
height. 
The lower claſſes of the Swediſh nation are 
very ſuperſtitious, and have a thouſand trifling 
fantaſtical cuſtoms, the remains of the catholic, or, 
perhaps of the pagan religion. From their beliet 


in ſorcery, they are induced to attempt the cure 


of fevers, and other diſorders by incantations, or 


the repetition of certain magical words. The ſuc- 


cels of their harveſt they have no doubt depends 
upon the performance or omiflion of ſome cere- 
85 mony; and, when their cattle are diſeaſed, they 
bury a limb of one of the dead beaſts in ſome 
neighbour's land, in order to tranſplant the diſ- 
order, and remove it from their own herds. Their 


marriages, 
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marriages, births, baptiſms, and burials are ac- 


companied with a thouſand myſterious practices; 


and, in the mountains, they believe in the exiſt- 
ence of a ſubterranean genius, who, according to 
circumſtances, is their friend or enemy, and 
whom they endeavour to propitiate by the per- 
formance of certain ceremonies to his honour. 


The Swedes, except at Stockholm and in Scania, 
build their houſes entirely of wood, and thoſe of 


the peaſants are made by laying the trunks of fir- 
trees, hewn or unhewn, horizontally upon each 
other, joining them at the ends with wooden pegs, 


and filling up the interſtices with moſs. Some 
holes are left for windows, and the roof, which is 
very flight, is covered with ſtrata of birch-bark 


and turf, The ſtove is built circularly of bricks, 
to the height of four feet, but has a flat roof, 


| which i is uſed as a {leeping-place. On one fide of 
this is the chimney, the tunnel of which is cloſed 
on the top by a ſquare board, that may be opened 


or ſhut at pleaſure, and in the chimney they ſtick, 


upon a piece of iron, a long ſlip of lighted fir, 


which ſerves inſtead of a candle. The entrance 


is by a door four feet high, and the houſe conſiſts 


generally of a ſort of porch, and one common 
chamber, in which the beds of the whole family 
are placed one above the other, almoſt in the fame 
manner as in Weſtphalia. The barns and ſt 


poſt- 


are ſeparate buildings, and in the houſes o The 
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poſt-maſters there is always a ſecond chamber def- 
tined to travellers, containing a bed, or, rather, 
crib, a table and ſome chairs; this they call the 


ſtrangers room, and it i5 uſed for no other pur- 
poſe. In ſummer, the floors in theſe, and in fome 
better houſes, 


are conſtantly ſpread with branches 
of fir cut into ſmall pieces, which freſhen the air, 
The cieling, 
ſtove, windows, and other parts are alſo hung with 
branches of birch, to attract the flies, which 
abound to a moſt offenſive degree. ry 
In Smoland, and the mountains of Dalecarlia, 
the houſes of the peaſants are yet more ſimple, hav- 
ing only one hole in the roof, expoſed to the ſouth, 
which anſwers the double purpoſe of a window, 
and a clock; the time of breakfaſt and dinner be- 
ing regulated by the appearance of the fun's rays 
upon a cheſt placed beneath this hole, on one fide, 


or upon the ſtove, which ſtands on the other. In 
| theſe houſes there is ſeldom more than one bed, 

_ appropriated to the maſter of the family and his 
wife; the other perſons ſleep upon benches placed 
along the partitions, and covered with ſtraw 0 or 
theep-ſkins. 


The houſes of the better ſort, both! in town and 15 


country, are built with beams, and planks, and 
raiſed to the height of two, three, and, ſometimes 
ol four ſtories. 


Their appearance is often very 
noble, and in the towns they are chieſy painted of 
red 
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1 red brown colour, with roofs of turf, tiles, or 


of pieces of wood ſhaped like ſlates. At Gotten- 
burg, Carlſcrona, and Fahlun, there are ſome very 
neatly painted in the manner of thoſe at Sardam, 


and others, which have much the appearance ot 
free-ſtone. In the country, the houſes of the no- 


bility and gentry, ſome of whom reſide all the year 
upon their eſtates, have the outward grandeur and 
the internal magnificence of caſtles. Yet I have 
ſeen ſome of theſe, which in a few hours could be 
taken to pieces and tranſported to any other place. 
I frequently amuſed myſelf at Copenhagen by 


walking in a large ſquare, where houſes of any 
ſize and prize, according to the convenience of 


the purchaſers, are conſtructed for exportation to 


Norway and Iceland. The height, length, and 
breadth of the apartments, with other particulars, 


_ ſhould be communicated to the undertakers, who 
immediately ſhape the pieces from wood already 
prepared, join them together, erect the houſe, in- 
ſpect the condition of the whole, take it down, 
and, after marking and numbering the different 
parts, place it on board ſhip for exportation. 1 
have ſeen ſuch houſes of conſiderable ſize con- 
ſtructed entirely without iron. 
In Scania, where there are as few wooden- 
houſes as in De mark, the Dutch bricks are pre- 


ferred to thoſe of the country, on account ;of 
their being better baked, and leſs porous. 
Having 
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Having thus endeavoured to ſatisfy your en- 
quiries, I remain &c. Kc. &c. 


EEE MX 


Copenhagen, Jan. 1786. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

Ir. may give you a general g 
idea of the difference between the ſtate of agricul, 
ture in Sweden and Denmark, to ſay that the for- 
mer kingdom, without the importation of foreign 
corn, would be liable to frequent famines; and 
the latter has always enough remaining from the 
internal conſumption to form an article of com- 
merce with other nations. Vet in no country is 
agriculture more encouraged than in Sweden, where 
the government conſiders it as an important object 
of attention, and rewards by money, privileges, 
and an exemption from taxes, thoſe who firſt clear 
land for cultivation, or amend that which has been 
already cultivated by others. In this deſign, alſo, the 
patriotic ſociety co- operates, and the government, 
conſidering a knowledge of the ſtate of population 
as a neceſſary preliminary to all improvements of 
this ſort, has eſtabliſhed a college for the purpoſe 
of digeſting the reports, which the governors of 

55 CCC 
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the provinces are obliged to ſend annually after 


the parochial and municipal 8 have been 


made out. 


Beſides this college, there is 1 compoſed 
of a director, an inſpector, five engineers, a ſecre- 

tary, and an hundred and ſixteen ſurveyors, Who 

are diſperſed through the different provinces, and 


are alſo directors. Their buſineſs is to take an 


exact ſurvey of the whole ſurface of the kingdom, 
examine into the nature of its different earths, 
and form geometrical and topographical charts. 


Formerly only a limited number of perſons were 
permitted to cultivate each hemman or farm, and, 
when this number was completed, the farmer was 


obliged to diſmiſs his eldeſt ſons, whom the go- 


vernment hoped thus to force upon the cultiva- 


tion of new lands. But government, at length, 
perceived the miſchievous tendency of this mea- 


_ ſure, which occaſioned ſuch frequent emigrations, 
_ eſpecially from the maritime provinces, that at 


the diſtrict, might divide his hemman into as 
_ chargeable with its ſhare of the impoſts. 


of Sciences, and Director of the College of Survev- 
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one time, 12,000 Swedes were known to be em- 
ployed as ſailors by England alone. In 1755, 
therefore, upon the eſtabliſhment of the college 
of ſurveyors, it was decreed that each father of 

a family, under the direction of the ſurveyor of 


many portions as he pleaſed, each portion being 


The late Mr. Fagot, a member of the Academy 


63194 
ors, calculated that Sweden and Finland, Lap- 


land being unnoticed, contained, within an area 


of good“ miles, about half a million of inhabi- 
tants. According to a table drawn up in 1773 
by Mr. Wargentin, ſecretary to the academy, 
founded upon an actual ſurvey of the ſeveral pro- 


vinces, and upon the reports of the provincial 
governors, there are in Sweden and Finland 
5,000 ſquare miles capable of culture, and 
2,571,800 inhabitants. In 1781, the number of 
inhabitants appears from the fame authority to 
have increaſed to 2,700,000; a degree of popu- 


lation which falls far ſhort of that of France or 


England, the firſt of which, in a ſquare of 


' 10,000 leagues+, contains 24,000,000 of perſons, 


and the latter, in 2,900t ſquare geographical 


miles, about five millions. In the 104 cities of 
Sweden and Finland, they reckon 180,000 fouls, 
allowing 70,000 for Stockholm alone; a number 


Not equal to a thirteenth part of the whale, and, 


therefore, differing much from the calculations of 
thoſe who reckon, that in all well peopled coun- 
{r1cs, the numbers of citizens ſhould be to the 


inhabitants of the country as 1 tO 4. 


* It 1s Liffcult o fü what fort of miles art Bete meant. Sweden Proper 


contains 47,900; Gothland 25,9753 Schonen 2,900; Lapland and W. 
Bothnia 76,000; Swedith Finland, and Eaſt Bot nia 73,000; Gothland 
0 SS 1,0 oo; and Ocland 560 ſquare miles. 

1 France contains 133,087 ſquate miles. 


England contains 49,5 40 ſquare Engliſh miles, 6g and a half of which 


c equal to 60 gcograp »hical miles Guthrie, 
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Among the two millions and a half of inhabi- 
tants, they reckoned in 1760, 10,645 noble per- 
ſons, including 3597 children under the age of 
fifteen years. The number of noble families 
was then 2054, but in 1775 they amounted to 


2170, of which 85 were thoſe of Counts, 231 


of Barons, and 1754 of untitled nobility. That 
of Count de Brahe is the moſt ancient. From 
a ſcries of obſervations continued for thirteen 
years, Mr. Wargentin informs us, that the num 
ber of births in Sweden is always greater in the 
month of September, and leſs in that of June 


than in any of the other months; and that the 


number of deaths is greateſt in April. He re- 

marks alſo, that for nine ſucceeding years, 100. 

men have died annually in the country out of 
_ every 3349, and 100 women out of every 35403 
while in Stockholm the deaths of males were in 
the proportion of 100 to 1722, and of females 
In the proportion of 100 to 2128. That i in thele 
nine years there died 2,046 men, and 3, 540 WO- 

men above the age of 90; 20 above the age of 
100; 3 above the age : of 120; j and one e aged 1297 | 
years, | 
The government, having for a Tonk time been 
aware of the great advantages to be obtained from 
an increaſed population, gives encouragement and 


ſupport to all eſtabliſhments likely to promote it, 


of! which the college of medicine, and {everal | 
o. ers that have been already mentioned are in- 

 Tances. With the ſame view, the King g, in 1773 
; ; DENT Fe 11 
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iſſued an ordinance, exempting from the Pay - 
ment of certain capitations all peaſants, work- 


men, artiſans, fiſhermen, not enjoying the rights 


of burgeſſes, ſoldiers, ſailors, and their wives, 


having four or more children. By theſe and 


ſome other regulations, emigration has been in a 
great degree prevented, and the number of in- 


habitants is ſaid to have received an addition of 


500,000, between the years 1751 and 1781. 
But no endeavours towards encreaſing the popu- 
lation of Sweden can be fo effectual, as the im- 


provement of agriculture, the melioration of 


thoſe articles which form the baſis of their ma- 
nufactures, and the holding out ſuitable encou- 


ragement to ſtrangers who thall ſettle in the 


country. 


A learned Swedef, f in a memoir preſented to 
the academy, in 1750, thus eſtimates the propor- 
tion between the productions of the ſoil, and the 


number of inhabitants. 


« Sweden, including Finland and the iſles. con 
tains 9,000 ſquare miles, and ſomething lefs 
than three millions of inhabitants; of this 
Mace only 4,000 miles are ſuſceptible of culti- 
0 vation, the reſt conſiſting of mountains, rocks, 
„lakes, rivers, marſhes, and high roads; and : 


there are only -1,000 of arable land, 2,500 
miles being allowed to be occupied by mea- 


+ Erick Solinder. 


dows, . gardens, orchards, &C. & c. — 
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e 
« two-thirds of this land to be annually ſown, 
« the quantity of ſeed, at the rate of 24,000 
tons per mile, will amount to 24 millions of 
„ tons, and the produce, if eſtimated in the pro- 
2 portion of 5 to 1, will be equal to 120 mil- 
ens, If one-fifth part of this be re— ſown, 
4 and one-fifth conſumed by cattle, there remains 
40 72 millions of tons of grain, a quantity, which, 
& in France, has been found ſullicient for the ſup- 
port of 20 millions of perſons. Even if this 
c eſtimate be lowered by one-half, on account of 
any ſuppoſed exfggeration, or miſtake, there 
„ muſt ſtill be much more than enough tor five. 
„millions of inhabitants; yet ſuch is the ſtate 
„of agriculture in Sweden, that, without the 
© importation of foreign grain, the inhabitants, 
[66 who do not much e half that number, 
& have never been ſupported.” " | 
Another learned inquirer+, in a memoir pre. 
ſented to the academy, uſes the ſame mode of 
calculation, but makes the number of ſquare 
miles amount only to 7, 000. Lither account, 
however, ſhews the quantity of land to be ſuch 
as might yield corn ſuſſicient for three times the 
number of inhabitants; and, therefore, almoſt. 
proves that the produce mult be lefler. ed by ſome 
natural obſtacles, ſuch as cultivation cannot over- 
come. Theſe, probably, arc the great lengti and 
rigour of the winters, the thort I: Ce betw. Cul the 
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ſeed-time and harveſt, the exceſlive heat of their 
ſummers, which, by forcing a ſudden growth, 
renders all vegetables liable to be affected by the 
| leaſt change of weather, and the ſhortneſs of the 

nights at that ſcaſon, when the plants have nei- 
ther the moiſture nor coolneſs neceſſary to ſup- 


port them under the parching heat of day. Add 
to this, that the ſnow, by which the earth is 


covered for ſeven months of the year, increaſes 


the difficulty of cultivating a ſoil by nature hard, 
compact, and ſtony ; that the inhabitants are fo 


thinly diſperſed over the country, as to have no 
opportunities of mutual aſſiſtance, and are at the 


ſame time ſo poorly provided with markets, that 
| the ſale of their commodities is by no means 


ready or certain. | 
All theſe obſtacles have . permanent influence 


upon the ſtate of agriculture, and muſt conſide- 


rably counteract both the endeavours of the huſ- 


bandman, and the generoſity of the ſtate. A 


Swede+, who has very attentively ſtudied the ef. 
fects of the climate, the nature of the ſoil, and 


the induſtry of the inhabitants, aſſures us that 


almoſt any other country will yield three times 


as much as can be obtained in Sweden by equal 
exertions. Of the dreadful effects produced by 


a dry ſummer ſucceeding to a hard winter, I was 
myſelf a witneſs laſt year ; when the failure of 
the crops in Sweden and Finland produced a fa- 
mine, and large bodies of Swedes were ſeen ar- 
s + Lillecrantz, oy 5 
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riving in Denmark, in ſearch of employment, at 


the very time when it is uſual for their country- 


men to conclude their labours for the ſeaſon. 
Theſe emigrations, though caſual and temporary, 


mult tend to the decreaſe of population, there 


being always ſome natives who remain abroad, ; 


and are for ever loſt to their country. 


To diminiſh the effect of the many natural im- 


pediments to the ſucceſs of agriculture in Sweden, 


care ſhould be taken to las no hands unem- 


ployed, and to prevent the peaſant from being 
diſturbed in the labours of cultivation. The 


eſtabliſiment of boſtelles, and the abolition of a 
great number of holydays, contribute, no doubt, 
to this end; but the oppreſſive ſervices of the polt 
are ſtill exatted, and thus, according to the cal- 
culations of the able and zealous Secretary of the 
Patriotic Society, the labours of 216, men, 


and of double the number of horſes for one day 


are (annually) loſt to Sweden. The cal addon | 
is in every reſpect very moderate, the ſtages be- 
ing reckoned at only three hundred, which 8 


much below the real number. 


To all theſe diſadvantages, ariſing from the 
nature of the climate, and the fcarcity of inhabi- 
tants, ſhould be added thoſe produced by the ig- 
norance and prejudices of the peaſants, of which 


Mr. Medecr. 
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the influence is very viſible in a great variety of 
pernicious cuſtoms, and in none more conſpicu- 
ouſly than in that called Swediandet. This is the 


cuſtom of burning all the trees and ſhrubs upon 
lands cleared for cultivation; thus forcing a ſud- 
den fertility that laſts only for two or three har- 
veſts, when the ſoil is entirely exhauſted, being 


unſupplied by the oils, falts, and other matters, 
neceſſary to vegetation, which its too great com- 


pactneſs prevents it from receiving. Notwith- 


ſtanding the dreadful conſequences produced by 
the application of fire to ſuch enormous foreſts, 


and the unprofitable tendency of the practice in 


other reſpects, the peaſants remain attached to the 
_ cuſtom of their forefathers, and are not to be diſ- 
ſuaded fr om it by any efforts; 2 ſort of intellec- 


tual ſlavery, which I have myſelf witneſſed in 


Holland and Denmark, and which, no doubt, 
_ exiſts in a greater or leſs degree in all countries. 


the diſtillation of brandy, as conſuming the corn 


which might be more uſefully employed in the ſup- 


port of the inhabitants, the quantity allowed to be 


uſed in the diſtilleries was, by an ordinance of 


the King, dated 1776, limited to zoo, ooo tuns. 
From four to five hundred thouſand tuns of fo- 


reign grain are annually brought into Sweden from 


other countries, yet it is the opinion of ſome, that 
the favings to be made, even by a total prohibi- 


tion 
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tion of diſtilling, would by no means recompenſe 


the lofs which the importation of foreign brandies 
would occaſion. 


The population and agriculture of Denmark 
have fo often been treated of by very able writers, 
that 1 ſhall content myſelf with giving you a ge- 
neral idea of its ſuperiority to Sweden in thele re- 
ſpects. Denmark, then, which conſrſts properly 
of Zealand, Fionia, and Jutland, contains, within 
the ſpace of 850 ſquare geographical miles, 168 
cities, and one million of inhabitants; the corn 
produced in it exceeds the quantity requiſite for 
internal conſumption, and, therefore, forms an 
article of foreign comniercqe. 
Many cauſes concur to produce theſe happy 
cles. The country, which i is almoſt entirely 
ſurrounded with water, is by no means elevated, 
the higheſt point being only 308 feet above the 
level of the ſea. The climate is much milder 


than in Sweden, the polar eſcvation leſs, the win- 


ters ſhorter, and the ſummers more temperate. 
Add to this, that the government gives great 
encouragement to population, and has ſucceeded 

ſo far as to attract a great number of ſtrangers, 
who have ſettled, and become naturalized inha- 
bitants of the country. Whole colonies of fo- 
reigners have ſometimes arrived to the cultivation 
of lands abandoned as barren and wor thleſs. 
the year 1 516, two hundred families from Wa- 
terland in North Holland, ſettled i in the iſle of 


Amack, | 
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Amack, under Chriſtian the Fourth; and, in 


1760, about three hundred families eſtabliſned 
themielves in Jutland, upon lands never before 
_ cultivated. The firſt of theſe colonies now con- 


tains 800 families, and the iſland, which was be- 


fore only one continued marſh, is now covered 
with gardens and meadows, from whence the 
60,000 inhabitants of Copenhagen are ſupplied 
with all the roots, and the greateſtpart of the milk 
requiſite for their conſumption. The Amackeſe 
have alſo been able to build a conſiderable town, 
the reſidence of fiſhermen, who ſupply the mar- 


kets of the capital with all forts of ſea-fiſh. 


The greateſt part of the farmers are foreigners, 
and thoſe chiefly natives of Holſtein, whoſe ſkill 
in the art of clearing and cultivating land much 
exceeds that of the Danes. But the idleneſs of 

the peaſants, the ſlaviſh ſtate in which they live, 
and the King's right of chaſe, conſiderably impede | 
the endeavours of the huſbandman ; and the land 


13 rendered diſſicult of cultivation by an immenſe 


quantity of ſtones ſcattered over it, of which | 
ſome are ſo large as to require to be blown in 
pieces by gun powder before they can be collected, 
and carried away in waggons. The land thus 
covered is often abandoned by the peaſants, Who 
do not think it worth their while to remove the 


ſtones. How much is loſt by this ſort of negli- 
cence, it would require a very accurate Know. 


ledge Of the country to eſtimate. 
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The wild animals that run in troops over the 


country, and often ravage lands covered with the 
lineſt corn, diſappoint the hopes, and eicape the 


attacks of the huſbandman, who would be con- 
demned to ſlavery for the ſlaughter of a ſtag, an 
| hind, or a roe-buck. But it cannot be doubted - 
that the young Prince now at the head of go- 
vernment will direct his attention to theſe evils, 
and, by ſome regulations more favourable to 

_ agriculture, prevent the complaints of the poor 
_ labourer, who now ſometimes loſes in an hour 
the fruits of his toil for many months. The 
magniſicent royal park, of four Daniſh miles in 
circumference, would afford ſhelter and food for 
a ſufficient number of ſtags, and the meadows, 
freed from their ravages, might be left open to 
the ſupport of horſes for the ſervice of the nation, 5 
to which purpoſe alſo the lands now covered by 
the royal woods might be more uſefully applied. 
IIe will perceive that one of the ſureſt methods 


of increaſing the induſtry of the inhabitants, and 


the value of his eſtates, is the liberation of the 
peaſants, who, thus invited to labour for them- 


ſelves and their poſterity, would acquire a degree 


of energy of which they are at preſent incapa- 


ble, and "oe their wealth with that of the 


nation 


7 290mg ; 


Fo Towards the cloſe "of the year 17838, the peaſunts 2p9 0 e crowa 


lands were declared free by the Prince Royal. 
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Having thus given you ſome account of the 
ſtate of agriculture and population in theſe two 
Kingdoms, permit me to conclude, by aſſuring 
you how much _ 1 am, &c. &c. 


EE TT ER XX. 
Copenhagen, Feb. . . ; 1786. 


MY DEAR FRIEND. 


I; the ſurface of the ſoil in 


Sweden ſeems to yield but little to the efforts of 
art, the inexhauſtible ſtores of nature afford the 
inhabitants ſome recompenſe. The timber, tar, 
and pitch of her immenſe foreſts are circulated 
throughout Europe; and iron, that original and 
neceſſary commodity, is to be found in many 


parts, in great abundance, and even in its pure 


ſtate, at a very ſmall depth in the earth. Dalecar- 
lia, Warmeland, Weitmannia, Oſtrogothia, Lap- 
ponia, and, above all, Upland, contain it in the 
greateſt quantities. Alum, vitriol, falt-petre, 
copper, lead, filver, and even gold itſelf are the 


productions which the Swedes alſo extract from 
the bowels of their uncultivated mountains. 


Iron, which 1 is the moſt conſiderable article of 


kheir commerce, 18 exported i in lumps, bars, and 


in 
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in a manufactured ſtate to the amount of 300,000 


ſchiſp per annum, for which, at the rate of five 
crowns and 4 per ſchiſp, they receive about 

1,934,750 bank crowns. Of this ſum 1,700,000 
ſilver dollars are paid to the crown. 


The copper mines, which after thoſe of f iron, 
are of the greateſt value, yield annually about 
308,000 bank crowns, being the amount of the _ 
copper exported, either in its plain or reſined 
ſtate, or after being converted into brais. The 


crown receives about 90⁰ Chiſp, as a tithe of 
the produce. 5 


The ſilver mines, of which thoſe of Sahla alone 


yield more than the other fix, pay, as a Yoo to 
the crown zoo marks per annum. 


The gold mine affords annually about 1000 


ducats, which, with 8,000 ſilver dollars, allowed 


by the crown, are ſcarcely ſufficient to pay the:: 


expences of working it. 


All the lead obtained from the mines is con- 
ſumed in precipitating the other metals, together 
with 960 ſchiſp annually imported from England. 


The alum works increaſe in value every day. 


The quantity at preſent exported yields about 
30,000 bank crowns. 


Timber, and other foreſt productions are an- 


nually exported t to the value of 3575 $80 bank = 
_ crowns. 


Beſides theſe articles of commerce, which the 


Swedes, wy the peculiar bounty of nature, are en- 


able d | 
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zbled to extract from their mountains, rocks, and 
foreſts, the herring-fiſhery upon the weſtern 
ſhores ſupplics them with another ſource of 
wealth, 160,000 tons being exported every year, 

at the price of 16 ſilver dollars per ton. 
Sweden, which, by its ſituation between the 
North fea and the Baltic, is admirably adapted for 
foreign traffic, has alſo the advantage of a ready 


internal circulation, being interſected by a great 


number of rivers, and extenſive lakes. The ca- 
nals and ſluices, projected for the improvement 


and extenſion of theſe natural communications, 
are already ſo far perfected, that goods unſhip- 


ped from the veſſels of the Faſt India Company 


at Gothenburg, are tranſported acroſs the king- 


dom to Stockholm, by which means the toll 


duties“ of the Sound, and the dangerous rocks 
of the Baltic are avoided. Sweden has not long 


been known as a commercial power, having pro- 
fited but little by the natural advantages of its 
| ſituation, the induſtry of the inhabitants, or the 


* Theſe duties, to enforce the payment of which the caſtle of Cronen- 
burg was buiit by Eric VII. in 1427, yield the annnal ſum of 400, ooo rix- 


dollars to Denmark. The Engliſh, French, Dutch, Swedes, Spaniards, 
Portugueſe, Neapolitans, and Humburghers pay one fer cent. upon all 


goods not mentioned in the tariff. Other powers pay one and a quarter. 
Beſides this tax, each veſſel four rix-dollars, if laden, and two, if empty, 

as a contribution to the ſupport of the lights, buoys, and maritime ſignals, 

neccſſary about the Cattegat and Sound. T our thouſand veffels are reckon- 
ed to pats and repals 2nnu2! Hy. | | 
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value of its productions, before the middle of the 


laſt century. In 1626, a body of traders initi- 
tuted a Southern Company; and in 1641 a treaty 
of commerce was concluded with Portugal, and 


an aſſociation formed for carrying on a trade wich 
Africa. Another Company undertook the ex- 


portation of tar in 1647 ; in the following year, 
Helmſtadt, with the patronage and interference 


of ſeveral of the nobility, fitted out ſeveral 


fiſhing veſſels, and in 1667 a permanent herring- 


fiſhery was inſtituted by the iy of Gothen— 


burg. 


During the long wars of Charles the Twelth, 
the progreſs of theſe good endeavours was check- 


cd, and many companies were diſſolved. Under 
Frederic the Firſt, commerce began to revive, and, 
in the reign of Adolphus Frederic, government, 
ſeriouſly adopting the intereſts of trade and navi- 
gation, paſſed ſeveral decrees, encouraging the 


exportation of indigenous productions, and the 
importation of forne foreign commodities. The 


year 1731 was diſtinguiſhed by the inſtitution of 
the India Company; and 1740 by the revival of 
the herring-fiſhery ; and 1771 by the formation 
of a Levant Cc -OMPANY. In 1774, ſome pr ivicges 
Were granted to an aſſociation cftablified for the 
purpoſe of carrying on the whale fiſhery * ; and 


* This company has not been able to ſapport a competition $icl that 
of Denmark. e | 
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in the year 1775 the port of Warſtrand was de- 
clared free, to the great benefit of the merchants 
of Gothenburg, who here receive all forts of 
foreign commodities, which they enter for ex- 
portation, but find means to circulate in contra- 
band traffic, in Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Eng- 
land and Scotland. 

About the middle of the 14th century Sweden 
poſſeſſed only five or ſix ſhips, and its commerce 
was tranſacted by the Hanſeatic towns. The city 
of Lubec afterwards abſorbed the greateſt part, 
but at length, towards the 17th century, the Eng- 
| liſh and Dutch divided the whole between them. 

In 1724 appeared the celebrated Placart, concerning 
productions, by which foreigners were prohibited 
from importing commodities not the growth of 
their country, and from carrying any merchandize 
from one Swediſh port to another. From this 
time the encouragement and the progreſs of na- 
vigation has been ſuch, that the number of trad- 
ing veſlels, which then amounted only to 300, 
was in 1764 about 8, ooo, and at preſent they are 
not only ſufficient for the commerce of the coun- 
try, but are able to tranſact ſome part of the buſi- 
neſs of other nations, chiefly of the Spaniards, 
vrho permit them to work as coaſting veſſels. 

As a further encouragement to navigation, an 
office was eſtabliſhed in 1704 for executing inſur- 
ances upon ſhips. The ſtock is divided into a 
thouſand ſhares of 3,0 0 liver dollars each. 

The 
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The company of divers, the only inſtitution of 
the ſort in Europe, deſerves to be particularly 
mentioned. Its privileges were granted in 1734, 
by letters patent from the King and the ſtates. 
Along all the coaſts of Sweden, perſons in the em- 
ploy of this company are ſtationed, who, upon 
the firſt news of a ſhipwreck, fly to give their 
aſſiſtance in ſaving all that is poſſible of the ſhip 


and cargo. Of this the company immediately 


give notice to the proprietors, and, after receĩv- 


ing their orders, proceed to the ſale of the effects, 
deducting from the produce the amount of their 
dues. "Theſe dues vary exceedingly, and depend 
upon the circumſtances of the ſhipwreck : When 


a veſſel, for inſtance, has been on ſhore, and, by 
the exertions of the country people, has been 


Hoated and brought into port, the company, for 


putting it in complete repair, receives a pre- 


mium of 10 per cent; ; but if the cargo has been 


damaged, ſo as to make it neceſſary to unload it, 


and diſpoſe of it at the next city, or upon the ſpot, 
the company, by contributing a fourth of the 
expence, becomes entitled to a fourth ſhare of the 
produce; and when goods are fiſhed out of the 
ſea, by means of the diving-bell, or any other 


machines, the company contributes the fame 


Hare of the expences, and receives a third part 
of the produce. 


Of the hundred and twenty four cities, which 8 
: Sweden contains, only thirty. eight. have any fo- 


5 „ 


7: circulation. 


( 99240) 
reign commerce, and of this they enjoy the ex- 
cluſive right, with the title of ſtaple cities, (Rape? 
ſtäder.) The greateſt part is divided between 
Stockholm and Gothenburg, the former, having 
7; and the latter , of the whole. The importa- 


tion of foreign goods is in different proportions ;_ 
_ of thefe Stockholm receives half, Gothenburg one 
quarter, and. the remaning thirty-ſix cities the 


other. 
The interior commerce is open to all the cities, 


and to every individual, it being lawful for any 
_ perſon to purchaſe commodities in groſs in the 


ſtaple cities, and retatl them through the other 
parts of the kmgdom. It the Swedes have been 


active in obtaining a conſiderable export trade, 


which muſt continue to encreaſe, unleſs prevent- 
od by a competition with Ruſſia, in the article of 


iron, they have been not leſs ſo in the eſtabliſh- 


ment of manufactories in the different provinces. 


But the climate, which obſtructs their progreſs 
in agriculture, prevents their arriving at excel - 
lence in manufactures. Either the articles to be 


manufactured are wanting, or are of inferior va- 


lue, and can only be obtained from foreign coun- 
tries at great expence. The rewards given by 


government have very little effect againſt theſe 


obſtacles, and the laws enacted for the protection 
of the manufactures are inſufficient for the pur- 


poſe, great quantities of contraband goods being 
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It is computed, that within the ſpace of thirty- 


| ſeven years the nation has furniſhed to the wants 
of the manufacturers the ſum of 117 tons of gold f. 


A merchant, named Jonas Aelſtroemer, has diſ- 
tinguiſhed himſelf by eſtabliſhing manufactories 
of all forts of articles at Allingeos in Weſtrogo- 


thia. From England, Spain, and Germany he 
imported ſheep and rams, in order to obtain a 
fine ſort of wool for the manufacture of cloths, | 


and for a ſhort time he had the ſatisfaction to ſee 
his project ſucceed. But the animals ſoon dege- 


nerated in a climate ſo unfavourable to them, and 


the expences attending a frequent renewal of the 


breed, rendered him unable to ſtand a competi- 


tion with foreign markets, favoured by the op- 


portunities of contraband traffic. His cloths were 
worſe or higher priced than thoſe of England, 
which, with other foreign ſtuffs, are now worn 
conſtantly by all people of condition, and find 

their way into the kingdom, in Ne of prohibi- 


tions and ſearches. 


Of 18,600 manufactories eſtabliſhed in Sweden 
ſince the year 1738, and which coſt the nation 
10, 273,91 ſilver dollars, only nine thouſand re- 

mained in 1774; and of 1. 260 ſilk looms, which 
were worked in Stockholm, in 1762, only 400 

remained in 1776. It appears from a report made 
to the College of Trade by Mr. Faxe, Commiſ- 


4 About 900,000l. 
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. 
ſary of that board, that in 1762, Stockholm con- 
tained 2,157 looms of all forts, and 8,007, work- 
men ; and in 1767 the number amounted only to 
1,062 looms, and 4,290 workmen. This ſudden 
difference was occaſioned by the return of a great 
number of foreigners, who, attracted by rewards 
and privileges, had come to Stockholm in the & 
pectation of making fortuncs, and had left the 
country the moment they perceived the vanity of 
their hopes. The number of manufacturers is 
ſaid to be greater now than in 1776, but it is to 
be feared that this is only a temporary increaſe, 
which muſt ſoon yield to the diſadvantages of the 
climate, and the inferiority of the productions 
neceſſary to be manufactured. 

The Swedes, however, thew their Auster by 
ſeveral articles made of copper and wrought iron, 
and excel in the preparation of furs and ſkins of 
all ſorts, particularly in thoſe of elks and rein- 
deer, in the northern provinces, and of theep in 
the ſouthern, 12. 71 
1 entered Sweden wich the r of find- 
ing only copper and paper in circulation, and was 
turprized to find a ſufficient quantity of filver 
money, which is much more abundant there than 
in Denmark. In the latter country, indeed, the 
adminiſtration, in 1773, are ſaid not only to 
h have prevented the realization of paper money, 
then 


i 

then in circulation, to the amount of four mil- 
kons of rix-dollars, but to have conſiderably in- 
creaſed the quantity ſince that periode. 

The corrupt adminiſtration of the finances in 
Sweden, and eſpecially the abuſes in borrowing 
money at the bank, had ſo much increaſed the 
quantity of paper in circulation, that in 1769 it 


FRO eſtimated at 500 tons of gold + New plans 


were adopted by every diet for reſtoring the fin- 
ances and credit of the country, but. with very 


| little effect, till in 1769, it was reſolved to rea- 
lize, by degrees, the immenſe quantity of paper 
with which the kingdom was overwhelmed, and 
to bring ſpecie into circulation. One of the parts 
of this plan was a loan of three millions of cur- 


rent Dutch dollars, at an intereſt of 5 and 3; per 


cent. Since the revolution in 1772, the King and 
the miniſtry have continued their endeavours for 
the reſtoration of the finances, and, beſides the 
above loan, which was authorized by the ſtates, 
have negociated in Holland a new one for the fum : 


of t two millions of Dutch florins. 


bs Upon the eſtabliſhment of bs bank i in 17 1536 Chriſtian vl, for himſelf 


and his ſucceſſors, ſolemnly undertook, that the government ſhould never 5 
upon any emergency, interfere, directly or indirectly, with the affairs of 
the bank, but ſhould leave to the directors the entire management of the 


funds and effects, intruſted to them by the proprietors. 


+ A ton of gold, in Swediſh reckoning, is equal to 103,000 daalders 


== ilber munt, which are worth about one ſhilling and fix Pence « each, J. 


The 
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The following are the heads of the plan adopted 


by the King for promoting the circulation of 
— 


From the year 1777, it was relpbved to pay 


Gi alaries of all officers, as — civil as ny, 


party in money. 
2. To call in all bank. notes under the value of 


100 dollars. 


3. To take up all notes . to the bank, 
paying for the large ones plotes, or ae of cop- 
pers and for the ſmall ones copper money. 

4. To make copper-plotes liable upon exporta- 


tion to no greater duties than common copper. 


5. To iſſue the new notes, not for copper-mo- | 
ney, but for rix-dollars or bank crowns, and at 


ſums not leſs than ten rix-dollars each f. 1 The bank 

was inſtituted in 1668, under the reign of Charies 
the Ninth, and the direction of it committed to 
the deputies of the ſtates; it is at preſent govern- 
ed by a commiſſary, and three deputies choſen from 


each order, making in the whole ten directors. 
All the revenues of the ſtate paſs through this 


bank, and there the rough copper belonging to 
the crown is depolited. One office is appropriated 


to the buſineſs of exchange, and the other to 
ont of taking up * The diet! in 1778, con- 
_ 


t This plan is attributed to Mr. de Liljencrantz, 8 1 tate. 


——————— —  — 
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nidering the great length of time, which, under 
the new form of government, elapſes between 
their meetings, appointed commiſſioners to receive 
every third year, in the month of October, the 
reports of the directors, and to co-operate with 
them in ſuch meaſures as may tend to confirm 
the credit of the bank. Their number is twenty- 
four, of which twelve are choſen from the three 
_ claſſes of the nobility, ſix | from the clergy, and 
{ix from the burgeſles. 1 
In 1783, a little time after the departure of the 
King for Italy, the bank iſſued notes of 1 50 rix- 
dollars each, alleging, in juſtification, the failure 
of ſome foreign houſes, and the high price of the 
exchange, on account of the want of paper cur- 


rency, which, without this precaution, would oc "i 4 
caſion the exportation of the ſpecie. By this me. 
| ſure the price of exchange was for a ſhort .time 
| lowered; but t! ne Seller importation of grain, | 
and the decreaſe in the exportation. of 3 iron, ſoon 1 
reſtored it to its former price. Af 
The revenues of the crown ariſe from the diſle- 5 = 
rent impoſts and taxes, both permanent and tem- 1 

. porary, upon the perſons, eſtates, and poſſeſſions . 
of the inhabitants, as well as upon the produce of mh 
the cuſtoms, mines, and ſtamp-duties. But they _ 14 
are much leſs now than formerly, the value f Ii! 
money having fallen conſidęrably ſince the time 1 
of Charles the Ninth, when they were Lay ; 4 
ſettled. Ee a or VV 
1 . 25 l! 

1 
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To ſupply the deficiencies recourſe is conſtantly 
had to the ſtates, and each diet ſinds itſelf obliged 
to provide for the ſupport of the kingdom by ex- 
traordinary contributions, loans, &c. &c. Theſe 
contributions are levied upon the eſtates and 
mines, upon the houſes in which brandy | is re- 
tailed, and upon the trade, labour and * 

reſources of the inhabitants. 
pon the acceſſion of the preſent King to the 


throne in 1771, the revenues of the crown, ordi- 
nary and extraordinary, were found to be as 
ſtated in the eee table: 


Silver dollar: 
Ordinary rents 5 non 


is 25133997 
Tithes of corn — — 29 8875 
: Perſonal — ä 


— 73/00 
Deniers received for the ſupport of the 


ſeneſchals courts — _ 140,328 
| Deniers received for exemptions from the „„ 
ſupport of the military 


as 5 


ge 2,546 
Dues from the lime-kilns in Gothland | 
Convocation deniers — — 3,628 
For the ſupport of failors | — 5,428 
For giving employ to workmen — 5.793 
Share of judicial rights — 2 3,620 
Duties upon the fale of wood  — 22 4 
: Stamp. duties, and recognition fees — 2 31,090 


Rents 


Sitver dollars. 


Rents levied for the regiment of Var- 1 
mie and Nerke — 82555 3,000 
Extraordinary contributions, — 2, 400, ooo | 


Tenths and taxes payable by the iron 
forges, tenths of alum, rents of cop- 


per, and the grand maritime duty 2,066,07 1 
Tenths payable by the fulphur-works | „ ee 
Tolls and general exciſe- duties — oo, 2 39 


Tenths of the copper of Ryddarbyte. 


and Linſneburg — — 1,800 
Duty upon the Aveſtadt copper — 20, ooo 


Tenths from the mines, and from the 


_ coinage of fler —. 3,000 
Control of gold, ſilver and wool 8 3.607 
Duties upon cattle at Stockholm — 396 


„„ FO __ 317,270. 


; Deniers received for the kupport of light- 


| | houſes. : Ee — | S | —_ g 29,01 6 | 
Deniers received from pilots e 
Exciſe e — 300, o 


5 Contributions of the chamber of re- 5 


viſioss— — — 5232 


Duties upon the cargoes of Eaſt India 


this — 3 „ | 3,500 


Funds for the ſupport of the medicinal 


charity — — ; — 1 IE 5,400 
Savings from vacancies — —-: 300,000 


Con tributions 8 
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Contributions for ſupporting, and re- 
pairing the caſtle at Stockholm — 16 3.776 
Mortmain fund — — $5,057 


Contribution i ſince 1772, under 


the title of Begrafenis och Kroening- 
ies — — — 2, ooo, ooo 


* 


Per ſon * N 


A contribution of 46 gere re ſont from ch. 


. 4. 


— 


Silver dollars — 1 


To theſe ſhould be added the contributions 
5 granted under the name of a free: gift, which dif- 
fer according to the exigencies of the ſtate. 
The diet of 1778 granted an addition of 

100,000 Crowns per annum to the private reve- 
nues of the King. During the three years 1696 
—1768, and 1773, the XPENEes of the crown 
were as fang. 0 


Anno 1696. „ 1768. | Anno 1773. 

8 Silver dollars. Glver dollars. | ſilver dollars. 
The court N : 576,096 | 1,658,446 | | 2,804,735 
Senate and adminiſtration 5524357] 1, 63 i 1,828,614 
Civil liſt — 320,03] 482,808) 514,063 

Army — 225299, 11] 3,203, 466 3,757,619 

Navy _ 681,498] 1,456,656] 1,812,151 
Extraordinaries — 63,941] 7,873, 15 4] 1,569,496 : 

; 3 1 
| | | : 
4489.996] 16,310,633] 12,586,678 


Silver dollars. 


From 
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From theſe ſtatements it appears how much 
the monarchs of Sweden ought to give their at- 


tention to the preſervation of peace, and the pro- 


motion of manufactures, and that, if eyer the 
power granted to Guſtavus III. ſhould fall into 


the hands of an ambitious ſovereign, the king- 
dom would very ſoon be reduced to the fame 
miſerable ſtate, in which It was found by the 
ſucceſſors of Share XII. 1 


I ly, he. : 
L E T 1 b E * 


Copenhagen, Feb. 1 1786. 


MY DEAR. FRIEND, ne 


Tom the following ſketch of ö 


"the Sy ediſh hiſtory, I by no means intend to 


give a detailed narrative of events, or to: deli. 85 
neate the private lives of the ſovereigns ; it will 1 
be ſufficient for me to exhibit a view of the forms : 
of government adopted at diſſerent times, and 


of the frequent revolutions produced by the am- 


bition of the ſovereigns, the turbulence of the 
nobility, and the People: 8 natural deſire of free- | 


dom. 
|  Peſcended from the bolt who Allred the 


Roman Empire, and overwhelmed the ſurface of 
0 Europe, the Swedes bave proferyed, in ſome de- 
: _ gree | 


ö EF 
: 9 
F _ 
. + := 
= 
9 
N * 
1 
* 
1 
* 
51 
» 
i 
8 
4 
44 
. 
* 
4 
a 
8 
= 
3 
: "8 
iN 
: k 
© 1 
: » 
of 
. 2 
- 
1 
3 
1 
1 
_— 
5 9 
— 
; . 
C '. 
3 
[8 {4 
T7 
5 
. 
_ 
4 
: 1 
+ 2 
1 
i 
+ 3, 
9 
14 
7 — 40 
* 
5 
| FP 
C 
8 4 
L . 
ry « { 
LE 
$ : 
' Wh 
© Bb 
: 
- 1 
+ } 
+6. | 
1 
* i 
14 . 
Y 
3 % 
try 
1 
[SE 
© 
= 
: © | 
4 :; 
| bi 
1 


—— hogs 


Wi TA: AP . —— - 
I OE and 


omg OE Send ORR: © > 


4 
iy 
; 


— ——— 


1 2200 

gree, the energy of character which diginguiſhed 
cheir anceſtors. Their hard climate and barren 
mountains, ſcarcely invite or reward the labours 
of the huſbandman, while the foreſts and lakes 
offer an independent ſubſiſtence, which removes 
the neceſlity, and prevents the habits of ſubordi- 
nation. The Dalecarlians, eſpecially in the moſt 
northern and deſolate of the provinces, appear 
to retain this original hardihood; jealous of their 

rights, and reſentful of the lighteſt oppreſſion, 
they have been always ready for rebellion, and 
have ſeveral times changed the conſtitution of 
the kingdom. 
The feudal form of government is unknown in 
Sweden, though a mode ſomething reſembling it 
has been partially introduced. In the year 814, 
King Anun, having cleared a great quantity of 
foreſt land, divided it amongſt his ſubjects, upon 
the condition of their ſerving him in war, or pur- 
chaſing their exemption by a ſettled tribute. This 
was the origin of the eſtates called kronohemmans, : 
and of the ſervitude of the crown-peaſants ; the 
' nobles having no vaſſals but thoſe obtained upon 
the alienation of theſe fiefs. The only ſort of ſla- 
very ever permitted in Sweden was that of pri- 
ſoners taken in war, of perſons convicted of cer- 
tain crimes, and of thoſe who ſold their freedom 
and ſervices. This latter practice was prohibited 
by . art, in a the your, 13355 and flavery was 

entirely 


( 221 ) 
entirely aboliſhed, about two years afterwards, 
by Magnus Ladiſlos. 


In the remoteſt ages, the Kings, never poſſeſſed 
abſolute power, but by uſurpation. The ſove- 
reignty always belonged of right to the ſtates- 
general, to which citizens of every claſs were eli- 
gible, the pooreſt peaſant having a vote in the 
choice of repreſentatives. In the intervals be- 
| tween the ſittings of theſe aſſemblies, the king- 
The King, or 
rather the chief magiſtrate, was elected by the 
nation aſſembled, and endued with limited power. 
He was unable to make peace or war, to raiſe 
money, or levy troops, without the conſent of 
and could neither build 
new forts, employ foreign troops in the king- 
dom, nor beſtow the government of caſtles _ 


dom was governed by a ſenate. 


the ſtates-general ; 


upon any perſons, not of Swediſh origin“. 


A government, ſuch as this, though highly 
gratifying to individuals, was liable to very great 
diſorders, of which the hiſtory of the country af. 
fords ſufficient proof. The kingdom, being elec- 
tive, was expoſed to frequent and dreadful civil 
wars, during which the contending nobles in- 
vited the aſſiſtance of foreign powers, and thus 


gave them an opportunity of eaſy conqueſt. 
The Chriſtian religion being eſtabliſhed in 


Sweden towards the cloſe of the ninth century, | 
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the eccleſiaſtics by degrees acquired ſuch an al. 
cendancy in wealth and power, as to be able to 
diſturb the peace of the kingdom, and ultimately 
to beſtow the crown upon Chriſtian II. Aa monſter | 
thirſting for human bloodf. _ 

Margaret Waldemar, the celebrated Semiramis 
of the North; under the ſpecious pretext of main- 
| taining the liberty of the Swedes, obtained poſ- 


ſeſſion of the kingdom, which ſhe held with thoſe 


of Denmark and Norway, and, almoſt converted 
into a Daniſh province. Her ſucceſſor Eric VIII. 


was dethroned in a rebellion inſtigated by the I 


Dalecarlians, but, in a ſhort time after, Chriſtian 
I. by the authority of the treaty of Calmar, ſeized 
upon the throne, and governed Sweden with a 
rod of iron. He was twice depoſed, and AS 01. 
ten re. inſtated in his authority. 
Dppon his death Chriſtian II. 8 . 
1513. the Tyrant, mounted the throne. He is 
knn in hiſtory by the famous maſſacre 
of Stockholm, in which the moſt illuſtrious of 
the Swediſh nobility periſhed publicly upon a 


_ ſcaffold, When dethroned by Guſtavus Vaſa, | 


and immured for life in an obſcure priſon, his 
fate formed a ſignal inſtance of divine vengeance, 


and held out a leſſon to Kings, which may make 


the proudeſt ſhudder. Upon this occaſion the © 
Dalecarlians had again the glory of * 


| # Archenboltz—Cantaler 5 
their 


oO 
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their country, and Guſtavus, thus raiſed to 


power, reſtored the ancient liberty of Sweden, 


and detached it for ever from — union of Cal- 
; mar. | | 


| Guſtavus was declared aamifliſtfator in 1521, 


and King in 1523. The Swedes, conſidering 
bim as their father and deliverer, in teſtimony of 
his ſervices, declared the kingdom hereditary in 

his poſterity. At this period the ſovereignty re- 


turned to the ſtates- general, compoſed of the fe. 


nate, and four orders of the ſtate; but the in- 
Avence, which Guſtavus had 100 ire, concen- 
tered their whole authority in his perſon, and he 
governed as abſolutely, as if born to the throne. 
His ſubjects, happy under his government, gave 
him the diſtinguiſhing title of father of his coun- 
try, and comparing the preſent times with thoſe | 
in which the diſſention of the nobles, the avarice 
of the clergy, and the ambition of the Kings con- 
tinually oppreſſed them, they rejoiced in the hap- eh 
pineſs of their ſituation, and ſcarcely perceived, e 
that an authority, founded, at firſt, upon affec- 
tion and gratitude, might at laſt become deſpotic, . 


and be the means of their miſery. 


The Lutheran religion, perhaps, owes its eſta- 
bliſkment as much to the policy as to the piety of 
Guſtavus. The afpiring ſpirit, and exceſſive power 
of the Romiſh clergy juſtly excited his fears and 


5 reſentment, and their pollefſions, if confiſcated, 


2 would 


1 
would increaft he revenues, and confrin the fe. 
curity of the ſtate. 755 

But the Dalccarlians, who placed him on the 
throne, tore the extenſion of his authority with | 
iefs patience than the inhabitants of the other 
provinces. Six times the ſuſpicion of ſome en- 
croachment upon their privileges induced them 
to revolt, and they remained in arms, till con- 
vinced that their fears were groundleſs. In 1518, 
the introduction of the new religion rouſed them 
again ; but they were abandoned by their chiefs, 
and obliged to facrifice their opinions, rather to 
treachery than to force. Another revolt was oc- 
caſioned by the apprehenſion of ſome change in 
the national dreſs, which they reſolved to retain 
| themſelves, and demanded that Guſtavus and his 
court ſhould continue to wear. 
In his conduct to them, Guſtavus always ap- 
5 peared mindful of their former ſervices, and was 
unwilling to take up arms, before the failure of 
milder meaſures made a recourſe to them neceſ- 
ſary. At length he won them to fuch a degree 
of attachment, that at the concluſion of his long 

reign they were amongſt the moſt faithful of his 

ſubjects, and, at his death, they joined with the 
other Swedes, in receiving his ſon Eric as the 
Sovereign of an united and happy people. This 
Prince found his ſubjects equally ſenſible of the 
horrors of war, and the bleſſings of peace; a 
treaſury able, Tor the firſt time, to ſupport the 


expences 
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expences of the kingdom; and a nobility hum- 
bled, and weakened by the power and the crimes 


of his predeceſſors, the moſt powerful and enter- 


priſing having been removed in the maſſacre of 


Stockholm, or the frequent civil wars which pre- 


ceded it. The Reformation had ſuppreſſed the 
pride and turbulence of the Catholic Prelates; ; 


the act, which declared the kingdom hereditary, 


_ reſcued it from the effects of the treaty of Calmar, 
and from its dependence upon the crown of Den- 


mark; and the monaſtic poſſeſſions, ſeized dur- 


ing the change of religion, contributed to the 
ſupport and increaſe of the royal dignity. The 


people, knowing themſelves to be happy, believ- 
ed that they were free; and the bonds of arbi- 
trary authority, ſo artfully formed by Guſtavus, 
would never have been broken, had his ſucceſſors, 
in exerciſing their power, preſerved thoſe appear- 
Agnces of moderation by which he obtained it. 
CE But the proſperity of the king- 
; Exc XIV. dom, and the power of the crown 
1560. were uſeleſs to Eric, who, driven 
from the throne, and declared inca- 
pable of reigning, on account of his cruelties and 
_ perfidy, was at length poiſoned by order of his 


brother John in the caſtle of Gripſholm. By him 
the dignities of count and baron were created. 


3 The reign of John was: diſturbed 
Jonv. 1569. only by ſome religious diſputes, 
occaſioned by the endeavours of. 
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his wife Catherine Jaquellon, daughter of the 
King of Poland, to reſtore the Catholic religion, 
and bring Sweden again within the pale of the 
church. The reformed mode of worſhip was by 
no means fully eſtabliſhed, and the Queen's influ- 
ence over her huſband, gave her an opportunity 
of aſſiſting the diſcontented party. Her en- 
 deavours were interrupted by the death of the 
wg A. D. 1592. 
1 Sigiſmund, ſon of John, although ; 
SIGISMUND. a Catholic, ſucceeded to the throne, 
1592. after having engaged to give no op- 
poſition to the Lutheran form of 
7 worſhip, which, at a diet, held at Upſal, in 1593, 
was ordered to be univerſally followed in Sweden. 
At the happy termination of ſome diſturbances he 
went into Poland, and refuſing either to return, 
or to permit his ſon to be educated in the Luthe- 
ran religion, the ſtates annulled his claims to the | 
crown, and declared his e incapable of ſuc- 
5 ceeding to it. 
Charles, Duke of ge 
Crr ages IX. his brother, and adminiſtrator of 
1600. the kingdom during his abſence, 
ſucceeded to the throne. In this 
reign, which was ſpent in continual wars with the 
dethroned King, the right of ſucceſſion was ex- 
tended, in default of males, to unmarried fe- 
males. | 


Charles 
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Charles IV. of Denmark, who obtained the | 
crown by force in 1610, died in 1611, after hav- 
ing ſacrificed $0,000 Swedes to his ambition, of 


whom 144 ſuffered by the hands of the common a 
executioner. 


ADOLPHUS. new order 1 in the diet, which, for the 


1611. future, was prohibited from delibe- 
rating upon any ſubjects, not origi- 

nally propoſed by the King. Upon the death of 
the Dukes of Sudermania, and Oftrogothia, their 

revenues were annexed to the crown, which thus 

received a further acceſſion of ſtrength. During 

theſe political arrangements, Guſtavus became in- 

volved in the celebrated thirty years war, carried 


on under pretence of religion, but undertaken 


from very diſſerent motives. In the conduct of it, 
however, his abilities ſoon became conſpicuous. 
The celebrated Generals, Tilly and Wallenſtein, 
were ſeverally defeated by him in the battles of 
Le cipſic and Lutzen, but the latter victory coſt him 
his life, at the moment when he ſeemed almoſt 


able to take poſſeſſion of the empire. During 
the whole war, the deſire of humbling the houſe 


of Auſtria, induced the King of France to ſend 
an annual N of 1 6g crowns to SWe- 


den. 1 
The unanimous praiſes f al the ohiſtort ans, , who 
have deſcribed the character of this great man, 
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3 | Guſtavus Adolplus, his ſon ; be 
 GusTavus gan his reign by the inſtitution of a 
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excite one's regret that his abilities were not 


more uſefully employed, and rather directed to the 
preſervation of his people's happineſs, than to the 
acquiſition of military glory. An author of repu- 


tation g, after an eulogium upon Guſtavus, ex- 
preſſes his furprize that the protector of the liber- 
ties of Germany ſhould wiſh to become abſolute 
in his own country. His deſpotic diſpoſition at 
home, is indeed, fully proved by the reſtriction 
impoſed upon the deliberations of the diet; but 
was it the love of liberty, or the deſire of glory, 
which actuated him in the wh. Pate to Ger- 
many ? 
Chriſtina, his only daughter, ſucceeded him in 
the throne, having promiſed to reign according 
to a form of government compoſed by Chancellor 
Oxenſtiern, under the direction of Guſt avus, and 


confirmed by the diet in 1634. 


Mean while the war in Germany continued with. 
various ſucceſs, The Swediſh troops, after the 

unfortunate day at Norllingue, obtained ſome con- 
ſiderable advantages, under General Baner, againſt 


the Saxons, and under General Tortenſon againſt 


the Imperialiſts ; ſucceſſes which tended to pro- 
duce the celebrated peace of Weſtphalia, conclud- 
ed in 1648. Another not leſs glorious, was rati- 


fied in 164. 5, between Sweden and Denmark. 
Chriſtina, after reſerving aconſiderable revenue, 


abdicated the crown at the age of twenty-ſeven, 


Sheridan. 


and, 
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and, quitting Sweden, made her profeſſion of 
the Catholic religion at Inſpruck. She died at 
Rome in 1689, admired abroad, and very little 
regretted by her own ſubjects, who accuſed her 
as well as Guſtavus, of waſting the property of 
the crown, by gifts, — and mortgages of the 
lands. 

: Charles Guſtavus, ſon of John 


CHARLES * Caſimir, Duke of Deux Ponts, and 


1654. of Catherine, eldeſt daughter of 
Charles IX. was appointed by 


Chriſtina as her ſucceſſor; and the ſtates, who 
claimed their ancient right of election, on account 


of the extinction of the iſſue of Guſtavus Adol- 


phus, confirmed her choice. His reign was paſſed 
in continual wars, which ſcem to have beenchiefly 


provoked by the ambition of his neighbours. John 


Caſimir, King of Poland, youngeſt fon of Sigiſ- : 


mond, reviving his father's claim to the crown, 


Was oppoſed by Charles in ſeveral battles, parti- 
cularly in that of Warſaw *, which laſted three : 
days, and almoſt afforded the latter a complete 


conquelt of Poland. After this, Frederic III. of 


Denmark, declared war + againſt Sweden, and - 
| Charles, though at that time contending with 


Ruſſia, Poland, Brandenburg, and the Empire, 
paſled the Belt upon the ice, and obliged him to 
yield up for ever Scania, Halland, Blekin, and 


Bohus. len f. In a ſubſequent War with Denmark, 


. he 
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he laid fiege to Copenhagen, but was repulſed 


with great loſs, and died at Gothenburg in 1660, 


whither he had ſummoned the diet to meet him. 
Charles XI. ſucceeded to the 
CHARLES XI. crown at the age of nine years, 
1660. under the tutorage of the Queen 


Dowager +, his uncle, Adolphus 


John, Generalifimo of the army, and of four 


great officers of the crown appointed by his father 
Charles X. This arrangement was however, al- 
tered by the ſtates, who excluded Adolphus, and 


ſupplied his place by a fifth great officer; enacting 


at the ſame time, that all affairs of ſtate ſhould 
be ſettled in concert with the ſenate, of which the 
Queen Mother ſhould have the e with 
the right of two votes. 
Under this new adminiſtration, peace was re- 
ſtored with the neighbouring nations; the Em- 
peror, the Elector of Brandenburgh, and the King 


of Poland, deſiſting from their pretenſions upon 


Sweden, the war With Denmark being concluded 
by the exchange of the iſland of 1 for 
ſome hereditary eſtates of ſmall importance; and 
that with Ruſſia, by the reciprocal reſtoration 
of conquered places. But the debts of the 


crown, which, at the death of the late King, 


_ amounted only to 16,030,000 ſilver dollars, were 


increaſed to 20,376,000; the fortifications were 


+ A Princes of Denmark, 


badly 
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badly ſupported; and an unjuſt partiality was 


ſhewn to the nobles, to the prejudice of the infe- 


rior orders. On theſe acounts, the King, who, 
upon his firit coming of age, had diſcharged his 
guardians from all reſponlbility, afterwards or- 
dered a review of their adminiſtration. 
Charles entered into an alliance at the Hague, 
with England and Holland, in order to oppoſe 


the enterprizes of Louis XIV. and was alſo in- : 


cluded in the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, after 
which he drew himſelf 1 into 2 war with the Em- 


peror, Brandenburgh, ſeveral German Princes, 


Holland and Denmark. The Swedes lott the 


battle of Fehrbellen, and their fleet was very--- 
ſeverely handled by the Dutch and vanes, but, 


on the other hand, they beat the latter by land 


near Halmſtadt, Lund, and Carlſcrona. At 
length the calamities of war produced a peace, 


and the Swedes, renouncing the cloſe alliance 


which had till then ſubſiſted between them and 
France, concluded a treaty of commerce and re- 
ciprocal defence with Holland, for the mainten- 


ance of the treaties of peace of Weſtphalia and 
Nimeguen. 


Upon his firſt acceſſion to the powers of govern- 
ment, Charles XI. bound himſelf by an oath to 
reſpect the laws of Sweden, not only as they re- 
late to the ſtates, but to the rights, privileges, and 
properties of the loweſt order of ſubjects ; and in 
caſe of any alterations held neceſſary for the ſafety 
or 
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or exigencies of the kingdom, to a& only with 
the advice of the ſenate, ſanctioned by the know- 
ledge and concurrence of the ſtates. Yet within 
two years after this public aſſurance was given to 
his ſubjects, Charles became the moſt deſpotic of 
all the Princes who have worn the crown of Swe- 
den, and was confirmed in his authority by the 
conſent of the people. 
The great privileges enjoyed by the nobles, their 
exemption from taxes, and the poſſeſſion of the 
crown domains, had 10 much excited the jealouſy 
of the three lower orders, that, to humble their 
oppreſſors, they were even willing to disfranchiſe 
themſelves. Accordingly they declared, © That 
< the King was bound ſimply to the maintenance 
of the laws, without adherence to any par- 
< ticular form of government; that the ſenate, 
< when required by the King, might give advice, 
but that his Majeſty had the full power of de- 
* ciding, and was reſponſible N to God for his 
e eons.” 

Although this declaration in fact conferred the 
ſovereignty upon Charles, the word was never uſed 
before the receſs in 1693. From this time the ſe- 

' nators were diſtinguiſhed only by the title of 
Royal Counſellors, and the reſtoration of the 
crown being now no longer oppoſed, the King 

iſſued a decree, by which all lands, diſmembered 


from the crown lince the year ! 60g, were declared 
re: united 
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re-united to it. By this meaſure a great num, 
ber of the nobility were reduced to poverty, the 
compenſations being by no means proportioned 
either to the value of the eſtates, or the prices 
actually paid for them. The lands were diſtri- 
buted into allotments for the ſupport of the army 
( Indelnings werket) and into by/telles annexed to 
ſeveral civil and eccleſiaſtical offices. 
Charles XI. died in 1697, at the age of his, 
two years. Under his reign, rendered abſolute _ 
even to deſpotiſm, trade and manufactures flou- _ 
riſhed, agriculture was encouraged, the arts and 
| ſciences made conſiderable progreſs, and the fi- 
nances were re- eſtabliſhed. He employed go tons 
of gold in paying the public debt, and left a 
treaſure of 1,849,000 ſilver dollars, beſides a 
large ſum in the private coffers. The kingdom, 
under his government, acquired ſome advantages; 
but the means employed were ſhocking to huma- 
nity, and ſuch as no ſucceſs, or convenience could 
juſtify. The payment of a large part of the pub- 
lic debt, and the enrichment of the treatury, 
were dearly purchaſed at the expence of the ho- 
nour of the Sovereign, and the property of half 5 
the inhabitants. : . 
9 5 The Archbitbop of pal i in 
| 8 XII. right of his oſſice, would have > 
1697. crowned the new king, but 
15 ue, fiercely taking the crown | 
from 
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from the prelate, placed it himſelf upon his own 
head; thus giving an early intimation of his 
character, which alarmed thoſe who were already 


aware of the obſtinacy which prevailed in it. 


This Prince, to uſe an expreſſion of one of his 


hiſtorians, appears to have eſtimated the ſtrength 


of his kingdom by its figure upon the map. 
With the qualities of a brave ſoldicr, and an able 
general, poſterity will never allow kim the charac- 


ter of a great monarch, or a good King. It he 
deſerves the title of a hero, it can only be in 
the field of Mars ; if he was a perfect maſter of 


the art of war, he knew not how to render his 


| ſubjects happy. All his victories gained nothing 
but glory for himſelf and his armies, without 
producing any advantage to his kingdom or ſub- 


_ 


Inſtead of proſiting by the authority beſtowed : 
by the nation upon his father, in order to increaſe 


the riches, and promote the welfare of his ſub- 
| jets, he depopulated the country, ruined the 


commerce, deſtroyed the armies and fleets, and 


deranged the finances to ſuch a degree, that it 


was neceſſary to make an aſſeſſment for the paltry 

ſum of 398,000 ſilver dollars, wanted for a new | 
levy of troops, with which Count Stenbock paſ- 
ſed into Pomerania; and at his death the quan- 
tity of the famous money of diſtreſs, nyn lecken, 


found in circulation, abet to the ſum of 
Ys millions of ſilver dollars. 


At 
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At this ara, when the ariſtocratic party, under 


the pretence of delivering the nation from fla- 
very, eſtabliſhed itſelf upon the ruins of the for- 
mer deſpotiſm, permit me to conclude 55 1 


by alluring you how much 
71--- e xc. 
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lity regained all their rights. 


Peace was ſucceſſively concluded with England, bh 
Denmark, the Elector of Brandenburg and Ruſſia, 
and in 1720 the Queen yielded the crown to her 

Huſband, | intertering ud farther with the affairs of 


government. * 
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0 HE Princeſs Ulrica | 
Fonera, 3 lifter of Charles XII. and wife 
of Frederic, hereditary Prince of Heſſe Caſſel, | 
was received as Queen, upon condition of her re- 
nouncing for herſelf and deſcendants the claim to 
Abſolute authority, and ſigning an act by which 
ſhe recogniſed the right of election to be in the 
nation aſſembled. The ſenators reſumed their 
ancient title of ſenators of the realm; the ſenate 
became more powerful than ever, acknowledging | 
only the ſuperiority of the ſtates; and the nobi- 
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( 230 ) 
government. She died in 1741, loved and re- 
ſpected by the whole nation. 
Frederic I. having embraced the 
FRED ERIC L. Lutheran religion, and ſigned the 
1 720. - royal e, by which he bound 
Himſelf to govern under the reftric- 
tions accepted by his wife, was elected, and pro- 
claimed King ot Sweden. The ſtates, not con- 


tented with the abolition of the ſovereign power 


in the diet of 1720, added ſeveral articles relat. 


ing to the new form of government, and granted 


new privileges to the nobility and clergy 1 in the 


dict of 1723. Of the articles enacted in 1720, 
the following were the moſt eſſential : 


«© The ſupreme power ought to reſide for ever 
in the aſſembly of ſtates, compoſed of the re. 


< preſentatives of the four orders of citizens, 
the nobility, clergy, burgeſles, and the 1 imme. 
$6 ate peaſants of the crown. 


he ates, whether convoked or not, ſhall 5 
x Penh every third year, to review the con- 
duct of the ſenate, colleges, and other depart- 
* ments in the execution of the laws entruſted 


to them; and to adopt ſuch meaſures as may 
$5. be neceſſary for the welfare and glory of the 
„ realm. 


„Ihe crown | of Sweden ſhall not be held by 
any Prince under the age of twenty-one years; 


and the ſtates ſhall have the right of appointing 


0 tutors for the education of the Royal Family. 
| | se Phe 
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« The legiſlative power ſhall be wholly in the 


ſtates, whoſe conſent ſhall be neceſſary to give 
validity to the decrees paſſed by the King and 


ſenate, in the intervals between the meetings 


of the diets. 


« The ſtates reſerve to themblics the right of 


making war, but in caſe of invaſion or domeſ- 
tic commotions, the King in concert with the 
ſenate, may take meaſures for repelling force 
by force, without waiting for the meeting of 
the ſtates, which mall, however, be convoked - 


without delay. 


“ The King may coin money, let che Randard p 
ſhall be regulated by the ſtates. Xx 5 
« The King ſhall not upon any occaſion leave 
the kingdom, without the conſent of the ſtates. 
In caſe of a vacancy in the ſenate, three can- 
didates, natives of Sweden, ſhall be nominated 
by the ſtates, of whom his s Majeſty ſhall accept | 


one. 


oe” During the Wneſs, « or "abſence of the King, 


the ſenate ſhall ſign all public acts. 


0 All the ſuperior military oflicers, from ſield· 


marſhals to colonels incluſtvely, ſhall be ap- 


pointed by the King. 
ehe ſtates, aſſembled i in cet, hall give re. 
dreſs to all perſons prejudiced by the regula- ; 


tions, or deciſions of the ſtates, 
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The ancient privileges of the ſenate ſhall be 


for ever inviolable, but no new privilege, re- 
lating to any ſeparate order, can be valid with- 
out the content of the whole. 


To theſe in 1723, were added the following: 
“ The King, in concert with the ſenate, hay: 


convoke the ſtates, before the ER piration o of the 
three years. 


« Upon the death, abſence or illneſs of the 
King, the ſenate in a body, may convoke the 
ſtates ; which they may alſo do, when, the 
welfare of the country, or the liberty of the 

" ſtates are in danger. 

If, in the above caſes, neither the King nor 
the ſenate ſhall convoke the ſtates, within the 
time preſcribed, the ſtates ſhall declare every 
thing done in the interval, both at home and 
abroad, null ; of which they ſhall order notice 
to be given, by the governor of Stockholm, and 
the governors of the different provinces, that 
the ſtates may aſſemble of their own accord at 


_ proper time and place. 


When the throne is vacant, the ſtates, whe- 
ther convoked or not, ſhall aſſemble at Stock- 
holm, thirty days after the death of the Kings 
and ſhall proceed to a new election. To 
«© The individuals, who compoſe the ſtates, 
ſhall bind themſelves by an oath not to pro- 
poſe, agree to, or exccute any thing that has 
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a tendency to change the form of government: 
and whatever ſhall be decreed by the ſtates to 
the prejudice of the liberty and independence 
of the nation, ſhall be null and invalid. 1 
The ſenate and the King, ſhall be reſponſible 
for their conduct in the intervals between the 
meetings of the dict. 
„There ſhall he a ſecret committee for affairs 
not proper to be fully diſcuſſed ; and this ſhall 
be compoſed of the three firſt orders, to the ex, 
cluſion of the peaſants; all matters referred 
from the whole body ſhall be ſettled here, and 
the members ſhall be abſolutely prohibited 


from conferring with foreign miniſters. 


“ The ſtates ſhall make the laws, but they ſhall 
be ſigned by the King, and executed in his 


4 


© Hame. In default of the King, the ſenatc ſhall . | 


40 


ſign, and cauſe them to be executed. 


Tach order ſhall have a vote in the regula- 
tion of affairs relating to the nation in general, 
and the plurality of the four votes ſhall decide 
the queſtion ; but where the juſt privileges of 
any fingle order are concerned, the matter 
mult be decided by an unanimous vote of all 


the orders.” 


By the regulations of this Get, the rarely power 
was reduced to a mere name; the King being diſ- 
abled from levying troops, diſpoſing of the effects 
of the « crown, or appointing: thc officers, who com- 


pol 1 


poſe his court. The orders of the burgeſſes and 


peaſants were equally oppreſſed by the nobility, 
who uſurped the whole power, and converted the 
government into an arbitrary ariſtocracy. The 


two votes poſſeſſed by the King in the ſenate, and 


the right of deciding when the voices were equal, 
formed the royal ſhare of the executive power, 
which, upon the ſeparation of the diet, was ſaid 
to be divided between the crown and the ſenate. 


But the authority thus transferred to the nobles 
ſoon gave riſe to two parties, which have ſubſiſted 


uninterruptedly ever ſince, under different forms. 


The policy of the cabinet of Verſailles, for a 


long time directed to the corruption of the mem- 


bers of thoſe courts, whoſe aſſiſtance was neceſ- 


ſary to the completion of its projects, exerted it- 


ſelf in Sweden, upon every change of the minif- 
try, with a view of obtaining the controul of the 

national powers. The defects of the new mode 
of government increaſed the opportunities, and 


the advantages Of corruption, and a conſiderable 


party was ſoon formed, devoted to the intereſts 


of France, and diſtinguiſhed from the reſt 'of 


: the nation by the appellation of Hars. This 
party, pretending to aim only at the recovery of 
ſome domains formerly belonging to Sweden, en- 
deavoured to produce a breach with the court of 


Ruſſia, and 2 ſtrict alliance with that of France. 


| Oppoſed | 
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Oppoſed to it, under the denomination of Cars, 
was the party who had contributed to the eſta- 
bliſhment of the new form of government. Their 


object was the promotion of the peace and hap- 
pineſs of the nation, and the meaſure propoſed. 
by them was a ſtrict alliance with Ruſſia, with- 
out any connection with France. 


Buy a gradual extenſion of its influence, the 


court of Verſailles obtained a decided majority, 
and in the diet of 1783, which fat for the un- 
uſual time of eleven months, the pacific mea- 

| ſures of the Cars were entirely overcome, and a 
rupture with Ruſſia reſolved upon. The loſs of 
Finland, and of a fine army was the conſequence 


of the war, and the Count de Lewenhaupt be- 


came the unhappy victim of a raſh and ill- con- 
trived project. From the year 1720, when the 7 
influence of France firſt began to appear in 
the diet, it continued to extend itſelf over all : 


the powers of government. At length the cabi- 


net of Verſailles ſhewed its enmity to the court, 
and its power over the ſtates, by adding to the 
reſtrictions of royal authority, the controul of 5 


the perſonal property of the King. 2 
Frederic I. died the 2 5th of March, 17 51, at 


the age of ſeventy-ſix years, and Was N 
by Adolphus Frederic. 


To this Prince the eſtates preſented, in 17 56, a 
very extraordinary addreſs. It ſtated that, by the 


Izth article of the ordinance of 172 3, the ſtates 


EE: 5 were 


. 


4 1 7 


were impowered to inſpect the jeweh, and move 


ables belonging to the crown, as well as thoſe of 


the royal treaſury ; that, as an exerciſe of this 


right, they defired to examine the diamonds pre- 
ſented to the Queen upon her marriage; and, 


therefore, wiſhed to know when it would be 
convenient to their Majefties, that a deputation 


ſhould be appointed to pes ae them with the 
inventory. 


The jewels in queſtion were delivered to the 


Queen, by Count Teffin, the Swediſh embaſſador, 


before his departure from Berlin, as a perſonab 
preſent. She, therefore, refuſed to permit an in- 
pection of them, but declared that as ſoon as 


they could be ſeparated from her own, they 


ſhould be ſurrendered to the ſtates, ſince, © after 
ſuch an indignity, it was beneath her to keep 
„them.“ A ſevere reprimand followed this 
anſwer. The ſtotes complained to the King, that 
the Queen had ſhewn contempt not only for 
them, but for the ſenate and great officers of the 
crown; and, from her capricious conduct, ap- 


peared to have no conſideration of the dignity 


of their characters. It ſhould be remembered, 


aid they, „that the Queen came into this king - 


dom, as a companion to your Majeſty, not to 
increaſe the royal authority.” They then ſtated 
ſeveral cauſes of complaint, and concluded by 


_ faying, © that the ſtates deſired not any change. 
ok of nnn in the King concerning the 
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( 243 ) 
« Queen, but wiſhed the Queen might change 


c her diſpoſition towards the kingdom.” 


The king made a long apology for the conduct 


of the Queen, and imputed the offenſive expreſ- 


ſions to her ignorance of the national language; 


but as no inſpection of theſe jewels had been be- 
fore demanded during the ten years that they 
bad been in her poſſeſſion, ſhe thought the mea - 
| ſure implied a diſtruſt very injurious to her ho- 


nour ; the more ſo as the diamonds had been 
given to her, and were, therefore, to be conſi- 5 


dered as her own. 


But, notwithſiaWing all the proteſtations of : 


his Majeſty, the ſtates perſiſted, and the inſpec- 


tion was made. A ſecond remonſtrance, very 
humbly preſented to his Majeſty, has the ironical | 


expreſſions. The ſtates beſeech your Majeſty 


« to remain Maſter in the court, and King in the 


« kingdom, and humbly pray that all further cor- 


c reſpondence upon the ſubject may ceaſe,” 


But the humiliation of their Majeſties FE not 
end here. The King, believing that he had at 

| leaſt the right of appointing thoſe immediately 
about the perſons of himſelf and his children, had 
choſen a ſub-governor for the Prince Royal; this 

privilege the ſtates would not permit him to uſe; 
they, therefore, declared the place uſeleſs, and dif- 


miſled the ſub- governor, accompanying their re- 


bolution with an injurious and ironigal letter to 


R 2 e e 


warmeſt partiſans, and arranged them on the fide 
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the King. Not contented with this, they ſent an 
order, in the form of a mot humble requeſt, for 
the diſcharge of Mr. Dalin, Governor to the 
Prince Royal, and the appointment of the Sena- 
tor Count de Scheffer in his place. To this order 
the Kin 8 objected, alleging, that by the third ar- 
ticle of the form of government, the right of 
chooſing a governor for the Prince belonged to 
him; but his arguments and wiſhes were equally 
uke , the Count de Scheffer took poſſeſſion of 
his new poſt, and, ſoon after, ſeveral other of- 
| ficers were named by the ſtazhy t to be immediately 
about the perſon of the Prince 
To complete this ſeries off i 


C inſult, a ſort of ſeal 
was made, by order of the ſenate, having upon 
it an engraving of the royal ſignature, inſtead 
of which it was intended to ſerve, in order to 
give validity to reſolutions made without the 
knowledge, or againſt the conſent of the King. 
Thus did the Hars, at the inſtigation of France, 
deprive the crown of its rights and conſtitutional. 
privileges, under the ſpecious aſſurance of giving 
liberty to a nation, which, by thoſe very means, 
they reduced to flavery. 
The lapſe, however, of a few years, and an al. 
teration of intereſt, that fountain of political 
principle, detached from the cauſe of France her 


of the King. But the royal authority could only 


( 245 
be reſtored by vigorous meaſures and combined 
efforts, ſuch as an injured King, and an oppreſſed 
people were entitled to oppoſe to a nobility, for. 
tified at once by power and precaution. 
A plan of a revolution in favour of the King 
was communicated to Count Brahe and Baron 
Horn ; and endeavours were uſed to gain the 
qarriſor and ſeamen of Stockholm, who, as well 
as the people, were known to be well diſpoſed. 
But the conſpiracy was diſcovered at the moment 
| when it would have taken effect; Count Brahe 
and Baron Horn, with ſeveral other perſons, 
were ſeized; and the moſt cruel tortures were 
uſed to wring from them a diſcovery of their 
accomplices. Brahe and Horn were beheaded. 
The policy of the court of Verſailles, in 4 
poſing the aggrandiſement of Ruſſia, engaged 
Sweden to conclude a treaty with the Turks, in 
the year 1740. Denmark was ſolicited to become 
a party in this alliance, but was reſtrained by the 
fear of a rupture with Ruſſia, and by a know- 
ledge of the advantages to be obtained from its 
aſſiſtance. England, for political and commer- 
cial reaſons, being defirous of humbling the 
power of France in Sweden, made ſecret remit- 
tances of money to the King, who, under his 
' own hand, had ſolicited ſuch aſſiſtance. But the 
French party having prevented the reception of 
an Engliſh miniſter at Stockholm, during the 
war with Ruſſia, on pretence of the alliance pe 
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teen England and Pruſſia, all correſpondence 
between the two courts had ceaſed, and the ne- 

gociation was carried on by means of the 3 
Embaſſador at Copenhagen. 
Since the turbulent diet of 1756, the Hark by 
the violence of their proceedings, loſt the conſi- 
dence of the nation, and the credit of the Cars 
was proportionably increaſed. The failure of the 
war with Pruſſia, in which Sweden was involved 
dy the intrigues of the Has, the want of mo- 
ney, occaſioned by the heavy and uſeleſs expences 
of the army, and the withholding of the ſubſi- 
dies promifed by France, at length, rouſed the 
nation to a ſenſe of its true intereſts; and the 
{um diſperſed among the Cars by Sir John Good- 
ricke, was not without its uſe in the diet of 1762. 
At this period the arrears of ſubſidies due fron: 
France, amounted to eleven millions of livres. 
and the court of Verſailles, inſtcad of paying hc 
debt, propoſed the concluſion of a new treaty for 
ten years, by which Sweden ſhould engage to 
furniſh a ſquadron of ten ſhips of the line and 
frigates, receiving as a recompenſe from France 
the annual ſum of one million and a half of 
livres. 
England, alarmed by a propoſal which. would 
5 have thrown the greateſt part of the maritime 
power of Sweden into the hands of France, uſed 
tuch exertions as occaſioned it to be rejected. No 
anfwer was: returned to the demands made of the 
| | Arrears 
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arrears due from France; and, during the dif. 
contents occafioned by this conduct, Sir John 
Goodricke was received at Stockholm as Envoy 
Extraordinary from the court of England. He 


arrived in April, 1764. The ſubverſion of a 


form of government, firmly eſtabliſhed for more 
than twenty-eight years, ſeemed by no means an 
eaſy object of endeavour, and its ſucceſs can be 

attributed only to the failure of the ſubſidies, the 
diſorder of the finances, and the diviſions of the 
ſtates, which gave England an opportunity of 
_ overcoming entirely the projects of France. 
The critical ſtate of the kingdom at this time 


obliged the ſenate to convoke an extraordinary = 


diet at the beginning of the year 1765. The mi- 
niſters of England and Ruſſia laboured ſo ſtre- 
nuouſly for the intereſts of their courts, that, 
notwithſtanding the intrigues of France, and the 
money which ſhe again expended, the Cars 

were found at the diet to compoſe the greater 
part of the ſtates. After ſome debate it was de- 

cided; That the alliance with France had been 
highly detrimental to Sweden, having burthened 


it with heavy expences, to the amount of three 


times the money agreed upon as a recompenſe, f 
which money the payment was denied, and tlie 
ſum total reduced by” chicaner) 7 from 11 to 7 
millions. 

While this, and the other reſolutions were _ 
paſſed i in the ſtates, the Embaſſador of France en. 


aged 35 


(2008)... 
gaged the Queen i in a treaty, by which the ſove. 
reignty was guaranteed to the King upon the 

condition of a renewed alliance between the na- 
tions. Of this ſecret information was given to 
the miniſters of England, Ruſſia, and Pruſſia, 
who, thus abandoned by the court, were obliged 
to change their ground, and endeavour to ob- 
tain an influence in the ſenate. On the other 
| fide, France, to ſuppreſs the complaints of the 
nation on the ſubject of arrears, propoſed to pay 
twelve millions in eight years; and the ſenate 
thought it prudent to accept the offer. The 
Hars, by uniting with the court, gained a con- 
ſiderable majority in the order of nobles, which 
the miniſters of England and Ruſſia endeavoured 
to counteract, by attaching to their intereſt the 
three other orders of the ſtate, and the ſecret 
committee, in which the Cars had the ſuperio- 
rity. By the power of this committee, ſeveral 
ſenators under the influence of France were diſ- 
miſſed for abuſing the confidence of the ſtates, 
and the appointment of a miniſter to the court 
of Verſailles was prevented. Soon after the ſtates 
_ aboliſhed the ſecret committee, and re-eſtabliſhed _ 
the ſenators; a meaſure which was the next day 
declared void by the clergy and two inferior or- 
ders. 

During theſe Sudantlan of oppoſite intereſts, 
the Cays prevailed ſo far that a treaty with Eng- 
land was ſigned in February, 1766, by which the 
ſubjes of each power were admitted to all the 

advantages 


e 
advantages of the moſt favoured nation in the king- 
doms, port and havens of the other. But, after 
the diſmiſſion of the ſenators, the court no longer 
concealed its enmity to this party, on its connec- 
tion with France; and the Hars, having enume- 
rated at length, the diſorders occaſioned by the 
new adminiſtration, declared that nothing but 
the eſtabliſhment, and interpoſition of. the Royal 
Authority could fave Sweden from DO "0 
province to Ruſſia. 
The effect of theſe endeavours was a a conſpiracy : 
in favour of the court, which was ſoon diſcover- 
ed, and defeated by the precipitate conduct of the 
h party. On this occaſion the Cars adopted the | 
form of trial followed in 1756 ; but they uſed it 
with more moderation. Hofman, the chief, with 
two of his accomplices, were beheaded ; and the 
 Hars, forgetting | their own. conduct foe years 5 
before, called the court, by which he 1 was CON- s 
demned, a tribunal of i inquiſition. . 
The Cars, whoſe intention it was, at the begin- | 
ning of the diet, to extend the Royal Authority, 
now perceived that the ſuppreſſion of it was the 
only meaſure, by which they could reſcue Sweden 


from the machinations of France. Hitherto, upon 


a vacancy in the ſenate, the King had been al- 
lowed to ſelect one from three candidates nomi- 
nated by the ſtates; but by pl law paſſed at the in- 
ſtigation : 


( % 
ſtigation of the Cars, this right was aboliſhed, 
and the ſtates were allowed to preſent one candi- 

date three ſeveral times, whom, after as many re- 
jections, they might conſtitute a ſenator of their 
own authority. The Baron Debel, being thus 
preſented, and rejected, was placed in the ſenate 
by the ſtates; but the King refuſed to ſign the 
patent of appointment, and the Queen would not 
permit the uſual ceremony of kiſſing her hand. 
This reſolute meaſure was ſucceeded by another, 
which ſhewed the King to be confident of proper 
ſupport. He rejected three perſons preſented to 


him for the office of ſecretary of ſtate, and, of his 2 


own authority, appointed a fourth, in direct op- N 
poſition to the exiſting form of government. 
Ihe influence of France would at this time 


have yielded eaſily to the offer of a ſubſidy from 


England or Ruſſia; but the miniſters of thoſe 

courts relied upon their majority in the ſenate, 

and upon the exertions of the ſecret committee. 
The marriage of the Prince Royal with the Prin- 
ceſs of Denmark, a meaſure accompliſhed under 
the auſpices of the Cars, marked the concluſion 
of the diet, which was ſcarcely diſſolved before the 
ſenate and adminiſtration were ſtrenuouſſy preſſed 
to convoke another, At this juncture France 
offered to pay four millions and a half for a re- 
newal of the treaty of 1738, and, by her emiſſa- 
55 = ries, 


1 
ries, endeavoured to make it underſtood, that 


the acceptance of this ſubſidy would render che 5 


taxes lately impoſed unneceſſary. 
In the mean time the treaty with England pro- 


cceded flowly. The miniſter refuſed to liſten to 


any propoſals for money, and the Cars, deſirous 
of offering the nation ſome recompenſe for the 


_ ſubſidies tendered by ———_ demanded the ſum | 


of 50,000). 
Atlength the court party, perceiving the failure 


of all their ſchemes for the convocation of an ex- 
traordinary diet, engaged the King to feign an in- 
tention of abdicating the throne. The Prince 
Royal, in a journey through the provinces, gained 


the affection of the people, and induced the go- 


vernors, merchants, &c. to preſent addreſſes, com- 
plaining of the diſorders in the interior go- 
vernment, commerce, &c. by which the convo- 
cation of the ſtates was rendered neceſſary. The 
death of Count Lowenhielm, the ſworn enemy of 
France, and the breaking out of the war between 
Ruſſia and the Porte, favoured the views of the 


Hars; while the King was encouraged by fre- 


quent promiſes to enter upon the ſcheme of feign- 
ed abdication. After refuſing, therefore, to ſign 
an act preſented him by the ſenate, he wrote a 
letter 4, demanding the convocation of an extra- 
ordinary diet, as the only means of remedying 
the * diforders  complamed of by his 8 c 


1 velſth « of December, 1768, 
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The following words expreſſed his intention of 
abdicating. 

If, contrary to all expettation, the ſenate 
* ſhould reject this propoſal, I ſhall be obliged to 
© renounce the burden of à government, ren- 
* dered inſupportable by the wretched ſtate of 

( the kingdom, and the groans of an unhappy 
people taxed beyond their power. When my 
faithful counſellors ſhall have aflembled the 
„States, the reaſons which induce me to reſign 
“ ſhall be communicated to them; in the mean 
time I abſolutely forbid the uſe of my name in 
« any reſolutions of the ſenate. 


"nos" * Adolphus Frederic.” 15 
The anſwer to this letter, which was required 


in eight-and-forty hours, was not returned in five 
days. At length the King went in perſon to the 


ſenate, and was requeſted to allow them further 


time; they were deſirous of examining all the 
reaſons for and againſt the convocation of a diet, 
but, with reſpect to the abdication, they expreſſed 
their hopes that his Majeſty would deſiſt from a 
reſolution ſo contrary to the laws and to his own _ 
promiſes. To this the King replied that, the an. 
{wer was only to be conſidered as a refuſal, and 
he ſhould, therefore, interfere no farther with 3 
the government. 
Immediately afterwards, the Prince Royal went 
in great ſtate to the chancery, to demand, in the | 


King's | 5 
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King's name, the ſtamp of his ſignature. From 
the chancery, where his requeſt was refuſed, he 
went to the other colleges, declaring at each that 
his father had abdicated, and delivering to all the 
members a printed copy of the reaſons for his 

Majeſty s conduct. 

Four deputies, Who arrived from the ſenate, 
found the king to all appearance inflexible; a 
mode of conduct which he preſerved, till a 
ſecond deputation, conſenting to his meaſures, 
Induced him to reſume the powers of * | 
ment. 

The diet was convcked for the 28th of April, 
and all the meaſures of England and Ruſſia were 
deranged, the ſenate not daring to negotiate the 
treaty, without the participation of the States. 
Thus the 1 intrigues and the bribes of France again 
began to acquire the aſcendancy, and the King, 
returning to the ſenate, teſtified his approbation 
of their conduct, proteſted the innocence of his 
views, and declared the welfare of the nation to 
be his only object. 
The daring conduct of the Harrs upon this OC- 
caſion proved their reliance upon the ſupport and 
influence of France in the enſuing diet. Ihe 
Embaſſador of this power at C onſtantinople, had 
promiſed the Porte to aſſiſt them by making a di- 
verſion in their favour, and every endeavour was 
therefore uſed to provoke a war between Sweden 
ang Ruſſia, and to detach Denmark from Ruſſia 


and 


( 254 ) 
and England. Amongſt other meaſures, a report 
was circulated that the miniſtry of France would 
ſoon have at their diſpoſal the ſum of twelve mil. 
lions, of which ten were already depoſited in four 
different houſes at Amſterdam, to be employed in 
preſents, ſuſidies, &. A conſiderable ſubſcrip- 
tion was alſo raiſed amongſt ſome Swediſh mer- 
chants in favour of the French party. 
By theſe active meaſures, and the large ſums of 
money diſtributed by the French miniſter, the 
Hars obtained a conſiderable advantage over their 
competitors in the election intrigues, notwith- 
ſtanding the endeavours of Ruſſia, England, and 
Denmark. General Ferſen, elected marſhal of 
the diet, and all the members of the ſecret com- 
mittee, were devoted to this power. Happily, 


however, for the Caps, their antagoniſts were 


divided into two parties. Of theſe one, called 
the Court or Royal party, aimed at rendering the 
King abſolute, and the other, called the OLD 
Hars, had no other object than to ſupplant their 
_ antagoniſts, without ng any cg in the 
conftitution. 
Ihe diſpoſition of the ſecret committee ſoon 

appeared. Their firſt act was the diſmiſſion of all 

the ſenators, who had been appointed under the 


influence of Ruſſia or England. Yet all that could 


= be obtained from this diet by the French miniſter, 
who had expended ſo much money to obtain its 


appointment and favour, was a declaration, 
- „ <6 That 


41 
. 
6c 


* which they were deſirous of acquiring at the 


expence of other nations; that Sweden, there- 
fore, could not conſider them as her friends; 


0 
»C 
cc 


cc 


be upon good terms with the neighbouring 
powers, ſhe could by no means enter into an 
alliance with either of them; but that ſhe re- 


cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


allies, together with Spain and Auſtria, as the 


“friends of France.” The plan of giving to the 
King and the ſenate the power of contracting all- 
ances, and declaring war between the diets, was ; 
ſucceſsfully reſiſted by Colonel Pecklin, a man of 
great ability and integrity, at the head of the 
party called the Ol D Hars. If it had ſucceeded, 


all the military forces of Sweden would have 


fallen into the hands of France, who would have 
immediately employed them in a war with 


Ruſſia. 


Thus failed a ſcheme, by which France honed = 
to overturn the conſtitution of Sweden, and ex- 


cite a war in the north. The expenſive method 
of employing the States themſelves to effect this 


_ Purpoſe was proved to be uſeleſs, yet no more. pro- 
bable means of ſucceſs remained. The hardy and 
courageous character of the people, which ren- 

dered a revolution by ſurpriſe not impoſſible, was 


contraſted and counteracted by the ſoft and paci- 


tic 


That the Engliſh aimed only at the empire of 
the ſea and the extenſion of their commerce, 


that, though it was the intereſt of Sweden to : 
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cognized France and the Port as her natural 
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fic diſpoſition of the King, who could never be 
brought into any meaſure, by which the ſafety or 
intereſt of his family might be endangered. With 
all the virtues that fit a man for ſociety, and con- 
ſtitute the happineſs of private life, Adolphus 
Frederic was deſtitute of the ambition neceflary 
to the formation and accompliſhment of great en- 
terpriſes. Even the ſcheme of a feigned abdica- 
tion excited his fears; and nothing leſs than the 
moſt poſitive aſſurances of fucceſs could have in- 
duced him to undertake it. His love of tran- 
quillity increaſed with his years; and France 
abandoned the hope of accompliſhing a revolution 
by force during the life of the King. In the mean 

while a journey undertaken by the Prince Royal 
into France, at the expreſs requeſt of the Duke 
dae Choiſeul, revived the hopes of the Court party, 
who doubted not that it would produce ſome 
efficacious meaſures for the eſtabliſhment of the 
Rog authority. 
such was the ſituation | of 
GusTAVUS III. Sweden, when the death of the 
. King entirely changed the face of 
affairs. The Prince Royal, who 
was at Paris, thus adding the title of King to the 
energy of his talents for negotiation, obtained a 
ſubſidy of a million and a half of livres per annum, 
beſides the promiſe of money for the fupport o of 
his party in the approaching diet. . 
The 


6 
The ſtates, which, according to the laſt form 
of government, ſhould have aſſembled within 
thirty days after the death of the King, on ac- | 
count of the abſence of his ſucceſſor, were not | il 
convoked by the ſenate till the following June. 1 
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The new King wrote a very gracious letter to the "oY 
ſenate, and arrived at Stockholm in May. 1 
Having thus given you a ſketch of the hiſtory 1 
of Sweden to the commencement of the preſent 1 
reign, permit me to conclude this letter, and to 1 
aſſure you how much 5 5 oY 
Ham, Kc. Kc. "mi 


LETTER XXII. 


MI DEAR FRIEND, 


8 III. Was 
proclaimed King of Sweden at the age of 25 
years. His character, as drawn by Sheridan, who 
had opportunities of examining it, forms a happy 
union of talents and virtues, matured by educa- 
tion, and directed to the difficult purpoſe of ac- 
quiring the arts and the powers of government. 
Thoſe who ſaw him only in public were capti- 
vated by the force of his eloquence and the 
charms of his addreſs, while the ſtrength of his 
Judgment and the extent of his Knowledge con- 
e „„ firmed | 


6 

firmed the aſtections, and raiſed the admiration 
of his intimates. The ready congratulations of 
the people at Stockholm gave him an opportunity 
of extending his popularity, by the affability of 
his manner and the ardour of his profeſſions. To 
cxtirpate corruption, to create unanimity, and 
to reign in obedience to the diet, without being 
of any other party than that of the nation, he 
declared were the conſtant objects of his hope. 
Thus recommended by his own qualities, and 
aſſiſted by the influence of an embaſſador, now 
firſt appointed by the court of France“, Guſtavus 
III. met the diet, and found the three inferior or- 
ders attached to the Caps, who were alſo maſters 
of the ſecret committee. The ſmall party of his 
perſonal friends urged him to follow the ſecret 
_ dictates of his own ambition, and promiſed to 
riſk their lives in whatever he ſhould undertake. 
The murmurs of the people excited his hopes ; 
| but their indignation was ſcarcely ſufficient to en- 
| ſure any active exertions in his favour. His un- 
certain knowledge of the diſpoſition either of the 
nation or the army, and the incomplete ſtate 
even of his plans, ſhewed the danger of haſty 
meaſures, while delay was rendered almoſt equal- 
ly hazardous, by the exceſſive power of England _ 7 


| and of Ruſſia. The King ſaw the delicacy of 
ö Nr. de Vergannes. France had hitherto employed only a miniiter of 
| *he ſecond order. N e 

[ | his 
6 | | » 
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his ſituation ; and the conduct, which he adopted, 
proved his prudence and penetration to be : at leaſt 


equal to his difficulties. 


A ſeries of obſtacles, by which he very dexte- 


roully interrupted the reſolutions of the States, 


reduced the diet to a ſtate of inactivity, or of 


uſeleſs exertion ; while his friends increaſed the 


diſagreement between the nobility and three or- 
ders of the ſtate. The two principal ſubjects of 
debate in the diet were the regulation of the 
royal aſſurance, and the diſmiſſion of the ſenate. 
With reſpect to the firſt, the nobility aimed at 

_ preſerving that ſigned by the late King, in 1751, 


and the three interior orders wiſhed to include 


the mention of che new Jaws paſled Ince. that 
period. 
According to the confliration. every meaſure 
adopted by three orders out of the four, obtain- 
ed the validity of law ; but the nobility cluded 


this ordinance, by proving that ſeveral articles, 
now propoſed to be added to the royal aſſurance, 


related to their privileges, and, theretore, required 
an unanimous conſent. 'The King, 1 in refuling to 
ſign any aſſurance without the concurrence of the 


nobles, protracted the regulation of affairs, and 


gained time for the completion. of his plans. 
Theſe and ſome other diſliculties ſuſpended all 
the operations of the diet for eight months, at 


the end of which, the affair of the royal aſſur- 


ance was ſettled by the moderation. of ſome _ 


8 . | chiefs 
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chiefs of the Hars, and the King ſigned it, pro- 


feſſing his deſire of uniting all parties, and pro- 
nioting the welfare of the kingdom. In the 
mean time, the delay had been ſufficient to ex- 


poſe the defects of the government, and the in- 


fluence of foreign powers; while the wiſdom, 


diſintereſtedneſs, and patriotiſm of the King, 
ſeemed exerted in continual offers of mediation, 


and endeavours to terminate all the diſputes in 
the diet. His Majeſty had alſo made ule of this 
delay to take ſome ſecret meaſures preparatory 
to the blow that was meditated, and his party 
had employed themſelves in different parts or 
the Kingdom in fermenting the diſcontents of 
the people, exciting their diflike to the conftitu- 
tion, and engaging them to revolt. 


The affair of the royal aſſurance being con- 


_ cluded, another month was ſpent in deliberating 
upon the diſmiſſion of the ſenate. A charge 
brought by the ſecret committee, accuſing the 


ſenators of having abuſed the confidence of the 
ſtates, induced the three inferior orders to re- 


ſolve upon the depoſition of the whole body; 


and means were found to gain the conſent of the 


nobles. A meaſure thus violent was accompliſhed 


unwiſely drove the Has to deſpair, at a time 


when it was known that ſome change in the 
conſtitution was meditated. This abſurd conduct 
of a party; elevated by ſucceſs, inflamed by ani- 


moſity, 


(i 


moſity, and inſtigated by the deſire of making 


themſelves maſters of the honours and emolu- 


ments of the ſtate, contributed to the overthrow 


of the conſtitution, and to the ruin of thoſe by 
whom it was adopted. 


Soon after this, a great number of the Hats 
ſecretly devoted themſelves to the King, and 
thoſe, who in public gave the greateſt oppoſition 


to the re-eitabliſhment of the royal authority, 


withdrew to their eſtates in the country. Amonglt 
the latter, was General Count de Ferſen, one of 
the ableſt of his party, who, though a zealous 


partiſan of France, had always ſhewn himſelf 


attached to the preſent conſtitution. He held 
the office of colonel of the Guards, and his ab- 


ſence was oue of the moſt favourable. circum- 
ſtances for the King. 


After the depoſition of the ſenate, it was pro- ; 
poſed to eſtabliſh another; and the King employ- 
ed the powers given him by the law to protract 
the nomination to a great length; thus prolong- 
ing the ſitting of the diet, and ſuſpending . 

operations. A corps of 1 50 officers, commanded 
by Licutenant Colonel Sprengporten, and aſſem- 


bled under the pretence of being exerciſed, were 


: gained by the endeavours of the King, and teſti- 5 


fied the moſt zealous attachment to his cauſe. 


In the mean time a ſcarcity of corn was la. 
mented throughout the kingdom, and the court 
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party endeavoured to impute it to the prohibi- 
tion enacted by the States againſt the importa- 

tion of foreign corn, and the little care taken to 
ſupply the people. The accuſation, though ill-. 
founded, was rendered plauſible by the artifices 
of the provincial governors, who were induced 
by the Court party to withhold the corn tent to 


them for diſtribution. 


By theſe means, the nation, which was before 


prepared for a change, was at length led to de- 


ſire one, The emiſlaries of the Count, perceiv- 
ing and encouraging the diſpoſition of the peo- 


ple, invited them to repair to Stockholm, and 


explain their grievances at the foot of the throne. 
The intentions of the royal party, which had 
hitherto operated only in ſecret, now began to 


appear without diſguiſe. The Cars, alarmed by 
the libels diſperſed through all the public places 
ok the capital, wiſhed for the aſſiſtance of the ſe- 


cret committee; but the Marſhal of the diet, en- 


tirely devoted to the King, refuſed to convoke 
it, and very much retarded a meaſure neceſſary 
to be executed with the greateſt diſpatch. At 


length the committee aſſembled, and iſſued or- 


dders to the regiments of Upland and Suderma- 


nia, to hold themſelv es in readineſs for marching. 


Colonel Sprengporten, of whom the Cars had 


jatpicions, was immediately ſent into Finland, 


under pretence of preventing a rebellion, and 
| General Rudi eck, a man | implicitly entruſted by 


the 


(3263) 
the new ſenate, was diſpatched to Scania, Go- 


thenburg, and Carlſcroon. The ſafety of the 


capital, during the abſence of the governor, was 
committed to the care of General Pecklin. 


Theſe precautions, which alarmed the royal 
party, had little effe&t upon the King, who re- 


lied upon the garriſon of Stockholm, and believed 


that he had nothing to fear for his own. perſon. 
In order, however, to obtain the favour of the 
provincial regiments, the King's brothers made 
_ ſeveral journeys into Scania, and Oftrogothia, 
where they gained a large part of the troops. A 


pretence for aſſembling them, and for juſtifying 


the officers in their obedience to the royal dukes, 
was ſtill wanting. On this account the following ; 

ſcheme was adopted. Upon a day appointed, the 
Commandant of Chriſtianſtadt, named Hellicius, 

publiſhed 2 manifeſto againſt rhe Stat es, in Which 
he ſet forth the miſeries of the people, the dear- 
neſs of all the neceſſaries of life, the increaſe of 


taxes, &c. attributing the whole to foreign in- 


fluence, and the corruption u hich prevailed in. 


the diet. When the manifeſto appeared to have 
taken effect, he excited the garriſon to revolt, 


| ſhut the gates of the caſtle, and put it in a ftate | 
of defence. Of this he immediately gave ſecret 


advice to Prince Charles, who, under pretence of 
quelling the revolt, engaged the officers in the 


neighbourhood to aſſemblo their troops, and put 


tlomlclves 
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themſelves under his orders; thus obtaining the 


command of five regiments. 
The troops being entirely ignorant of what 


Was paſſing at Stockholm, it was not difficult to 


perſuade them that endeavours were uſed to ſub- 
vert the conſtitution, aboliſh the monarchy, and 
e{tablith an ariſtocratical government under the 


protection of Ruſſia, to which country the 
Swedes have an hereditary averſion. 


At this time General Rudbeck, in the courſe 
of his tour, arrived at Chriſtianſtadt, and, ſind- 


ing the gates ſhut, immediately flew with the in- 
telligence to the States, wha ſent orders to the 
regiments of Upland and Sudermania to march 


towards the capital. Two regiments of cavalry 
were ſent to inveſt Chriſtianſtadt, the ſtreets of 


Stockholm were patroled by the cavalry of the 


burgelles, and the ſenate requeſted his Majeſty to 


remain in the city, and to fend orders to his 
brothers to return without delay. The King, 


with much affected ſurpriſe at the news of the 


revolt, appeared to approve the meaſures taken 


by the ſenate for the ſuppreſſion of the rebel- 


lion and the defence of the States; of which 
diſſimulation, as it was underſtood only by the 
five or ſix perſons who were in the ſecret, 
the whole kingdom was very eaſily rendered 


the dupe. He accompanied the cavalry of the 
brats in their patrols, profeſſing that he was 
dimſelf 


t 6 5: 


himſelf deſirous of watching over the ſafety 
of the capital, but having really no other view 


than that of gaining the burgeſſes, in which he 
ſucceeded ſo well, that at the deciſive moment 
they declared for him. 


Two days afterwards, a letter from Prince 


Charles informed the King of the revolt, and of 


the methods uſed to ſuppreſs it. He immediately 


ſent this letter to the ſenate, with the aſſurance, 


that the troops raiſed ſhould be employed only in 
the reduction of Chriſtianſtadt, and ſeconding the 
requeſt of his brother to be continued in the com- 


mand by their authority. Without any attention 


to his requeſt, the ſenate appointed one of their 


members to the command, thus marking adeciſive 


moment at which the affairs of the King would 


5 admit of no delay. 


Whilſt bis emiſſarics were ret on al 5 
in gaining the ſoldiers in the garriſon, the King 
aſſembled the officers, whom he knew to be devot- 
ed to him, and proceeded with them through the 
public ſtreets, ſpeaking indiſcriminately to all the 
citizens. The ſenate, when informed of the dif. 
turbance, which began to appear on all ſides, 
Either relied upon the precautions already taken, 
and diſbelieved that any attempt would be made 


againſt them ; or were intimidated by the popu- 
larity of the King, and thought any proceedings 


that could be uſed to oppo him, would rather 
accelerate 5 
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actelerate than prevent a revolution. It was re- 
ſolved, therefore, to wait the arrival of the regi- 
ments, which were now within one day's march 
of the capital; and the fame reaſon, which in- 
duced the ſenate to delay their operations, preſſed 
the King to the execution of his plan. 
On the morning of the 19th of Augult; 
1772. three days after the arrival of General 
Rudbeck, the King reſolved to periſh, or 
to regain the power ſo long abuſed by the ſtates. 
At ten o'clock he was on horſeback, and, ſur- 
rounded by a great number of oſſicers perſonally 
devoted to him, began by viſiting the park of ar- 
Ullery, There he called for Lieutenant-General 
Count de Heſſenſtein, and demanded that he 
ſhould take an oath; to which the General re- 
plied, that, having already taken one oath to his 
Majeſty, it was unneceſſary for him to take a ſe- 
cond. He then laid his ſword at the feet of the 
King, and, ſurrendering himſelf a priſoner, was 
conlined in the library of the,caltle. _ 5 
_ His Majelty redoubled his politeneſs and fami- 
liarity to all thoſe whom he met in the ſtreets, 
and, upon his return to the caſtle, finding the 
guards drawn out to be relieved, he addreſſed 
them, with all the eloquence ſo natural to him, 
inforn ming them that his life was in danger, and 
lamenting the wretched ſtate of the kingdom, 
the Lavery in which the nation was held by the 
„ influence 


(207 -.) 
influence of foreign gold, the diſſenſion in the 


ſtates, the prolongation of the diet for fourteen 


months and the miſery ot the people. He aſſured 


them that he had no other wiſh than to remedy . - 


theſe evils, to baniſh corruption, re-eſtabliſh the 
liberties of Sweden, and revive the luſtre of the 


Swediſh name. After renouncing in the moſt 
poſitive terms all claims to ablolite power, he 


concluded with theſe words: I am obliged to 
defend my own liberty, and that of my king- 


cc 


„ tavus Adolphus? If you will, I am ready to 


0 riſk my life for your welfare, and that of my 


* country,” The oflicers, who were chiefly 
young men, and already attached to the King, 


readily took the oath of fidelity, and promiſed to 
follow him wherever he {hould lead. Three only 


refuſed. One, named Cederſtroom, a captain of 


the guards, alleged, that having already taken 
the oath of fidelity to the ſtates, he could not take 
that now tendered to him by his Majeſty. The 
King, looking ſtedfaſtly upon him, ſaid, „Con- 


* {ider what you are doing.” To which Ceder- 
ſtroom replied, © I have well thought of it, and 


my opinion to-morrow will be the ſame as to- 


% day. If I could break the oath already taken 


to the ſtates, I might alſo break that which I 


* ſhould take to your Majeſty.” The King then 


demanded 


dom againſt an ariſtocracy, which reigns deſ- 
« poticillh, Will you be faithful to me, as your 
& anceſtors were to Guſtavus Vaſa, and to Guſ- 
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demanded his ſword, and dreading the impreſſion 
which ſuch reſolute conduct might have upon the 
reſt of the oflicers, he told him in a more gentle 
manner that, as an inſtance of confidence and 
good opinion, he would return his ſword upon 
no other condition than that of being accompani- 
ed by him. But Cederſtroom, fill preſerving 
his ſirmnels, anſwered, “ that as his Majeſty could 
„ not truſt him on that day, he begged to be ex- 
" cuſed from all further ſervice.” 

Ihe King, followed by all the officers, was de- 
firous of addreſſing the ſoldiers, who appeared ir- 
reſolute and unquiet. He was ſurprized, ſtopped, 


and appeared to heſitate, This moment was cri- 


tical. A ſergeant decided it in his favour, by ex- 


_ daiming, „ All ſhall be well—Long live Guſta- 
« vus!” The King immediately anſwered, © In 
g this caſe J will run the riſque; 


377. 


and, aber 
wards, advancing, he ſpoke to them nearly in 
the fame manner as to the officers, and with the 
fame ſucceſs. The ſoldiers anſwered with accla- 
mations. One voice only cried, «© No;” it was 
heard, but not attended to. 

The officers immediately aſſembled, by order 
of his Majeſty, the regiments of guards and artil- 


lery. In the mean time the royal party circulated 
a report of his being arreſted, and the populace 
run m crowds to the caſtle, teſtifying their 


joy at ſeeing him free, by frequent accla- 
mations. 


| The 
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The ſenators, aſſembled in the councit-chamber, 
hearing the noiſe and ſeeing from the windows 


what was pailing, deſcende N to diſcover the cauſe. 


Thirty-ſix grenadiers, with bayoncts fixed, drove 


them back into the hall from which they came, 


and locked them in it. From thence they were 
conducted into different apartments, and conſined 
for three days, to prevent their appearance at the 


new aflembly of the States. During this time 
they were allowed to provide themſcven with 
all neceſlaries, and the King ſent for their ta- 


milies, promiſing that they ſhould receive no in- 


jury, and be diſmiſſed after a detention of a few 


days. 
He then renonnted, and followed by all the 
_ officers, ſword in hand, with a detachment of 


ſoldiers, and a great number of people, went to the 
diſlerent quarters at which parties of the garriſon 
were ſtationed, and adminiſtered the oath of fi- 
delity. At each place he repeated his declaration, 
that he had no other view than to ſave and de- 


fend his country ; and that, if they had not con- 
fidence in him, he would deliſt from his enter- 
prize, and relinquiſh the crown. 


In the ſpace of an hour, the King became maſ- 
ter of all the military in rackholan,: He diſtri- 


buted cartridges to the ſoldiers; placed cannon 
at all the avenues, bridges, &c. and forbad the de- 
parture of any perſon from the city without n 
paſſport ſigned by his hand. In the mean time 
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he diſtributed a maniteſto, exhorting the burgelles 
and the inhabitants to continue in peace, and diſ- 
patched an oſſicer to the regiments of Upland and 


Sudermania, then at a ſmall diſtance from Stock- 


holm, with orders $or the regiments to return to 
their quarters, and for the commandant to repair 
to the capital. The orders were obeyed without 


the leaſt diſliculty, being ſigned in the uſual form, 


and with the counter. ſignature of the ſecretary of 


ſtate; but, though theſe regiments, upon which 


the States relied fo much, were at that time 
ignorant of what had been done in the city, no 


perſon having been ſuffered to leave it, they 


were no ſooner informed of the revolution than 
they delired to take the oath of kdelity to the 


King. 


The King continued viſtiog the different quar- 
ters of the city, his ſuite increaſing every moment, 


and thewhite handkerchief, the mark of diſtinction 


appointed by the King for his friends, appearing, 
upon every arm. He received the oaths of the 


magiſtrates and colleges, and paſſed the night in 


patroling the ſtreets of the city, while the garri- 
ſon remained under arms. Being, afterwards, 


deſirous of adminiſtering the oath to all people 


in a body, a meaſure by no means uſeleſs, when: 


we conſider the religious character of the nation, 
many thouſands of perſons were aſſembled two 
days after the revolution in a large ſquare. The 
: King * on horſeback, with his word in 


his 


3 

his hand. He addreſſed them in a very pathetic 
ſpeech, and with a pronunciation ſo clear and 
diſtin, that not a ſyllable was loſt. After de- 
claring that it was his intention to reſtore the 
tranquillity and liberty of his country, by avoliſh- 
ing an ariſtocratical government, and to revive 
the ancient laws, ſuch as they were before the 
year 1680, J renounce” ſaid he, © all claims to 
« to abſolute power or ſovereignty, conſidering 
it as my principal glory to be the firſt citizen of 
< a people really free.” At theſe words he was 
interrupted by loud acclamations. His artful 
adoption of the title of CIrIZ EN; the fine word N 
LIßE RTV, fo flattering to an oppreſſed people, 
and his renunciation of the ſover eignty, pro- 
nounced in the language of the country, which 

no King of Sweden Jad: ſpoke ſince Charles 
XII. drew tears of joy from the afſembled mul- 
titude. 5 

In the mean time e the heralds, by vrochimation | 
in the ſeveral quarters of the city, ſummoned an 
aſſembly of the States for the enſuing morning, 
and declared all members traitors to their country, 
who ſhould not appear. 7 26k 
 Thither his Majeſty repaired in all the pomp of 
royalty, ſurrounded by his guards, and holding 
in his hand the ſilver ſcepter of Guſtavus Adol. 
phus. In a very forcible ſpecch, he lamented 
the unhappy ſtate to which the country was re— 
duced by the conduct of a party Ry to  f acriſice 


every 


n 
every thing to its ambition, and reproached the 
States with adapting their actions to the views of 
foreign courts, from which they received the wages 
of perſidy. If any one dare contradict this, let 
„him riſe and ſpeak.” - Conviction, or fear, 
kept the aſſembly filent, and the ſecretary read 
the new form of government, which the King 
ſubmitted to the approbation of the States. It 
conſiſted of fifty-ſeven articles, of which the fol- 
lowing five were the chief. | 
1. The King has the entire power of convoking 75 
and diſſolving the allembly of the States, 8 a8 often 
as he thinks proper. 
2. His Majeſty alone has the command of the 
army, fleet, finances, and the diſpoſal of all. 

offices, civil and military, 
3. In caſe of an invaſion, or of any preſſing 


neceſſity, the King may impoſe taxes, without 


as for the aſſembly of the States. 
4. The diet can deliberate upon no other ſub. 
jet than thoſe propoſed by the King. 
5. The King ſhall not carry on an offenſive war 
without the conſent of the States. 
When all the articles were gone through, the 
King demanded if theStates approved of them, and 
was anſwered by a general acclamation. The Caps, 
who, but a few days before, had given law to the 
kingdom, and even talked of arreſting the King, 
upon this occaſion behaved with a ſubmiſſion as 
baſe as their former haughtineſs. The marſhal of 
e FB＋! 
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diet, and the ſpeakers of the four orders ſigned 
the new form of government, after which the 
States took an oath dictated by his Majeſty. He 
then diſmiſſed all the ſenators from their employ- 
ments, adding, that in a few days he would ap- 
point others; and concluded this extraordinary | 
ſcene by drawing out of his pocket a ſmall book | 
of plalms, from which, after taking off the 
crown, he gave out Te Deum. All the mem- 
bers very devoutly added their voices to his, 
and the hall reſounded with thankſgivings, which 
It is to be feared never roſe to heaven, if lince* 
rity was neceſſary to their paſſport. —_ 5 
Ihe next day, all thoſe who had been arreſted, | 
General Pecklin alone excepted, took the oath _ 
of fidelity, and were diſmiſſed. He was releaſed | 
in the month of February of the following year, 
and, ſoon after, deſired to reſign the command 
of his regiment. The revolution, which brought 
reward to many, occaſioned puniſhment to none. 
Several of the Caps were admitted to offices of 
profit and confidence, and the members of the 
new ſenate were ſelected by the Ring from all 
parties. 
Captain Hellicius, who mroduced the concerted 
revolt at Chriſtianſtadt, received, with the ran 
of Colonel, the ſurname of Guftaffs Schildt, or 
Shield of Guſtavus, and was ennobled, with per- 
äö•ö» ST miſſion 
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inifſion to carry a ſhield in his coat of arms, 
having, in the center, the letter G. 

Colonel de Sprengporten was created « comman- 
der of the order of the Sword, at the head of 
three regiments of infantry, and. one of dragoons, 
with which he arrived from Finland a few days 


after the revolution, having been detained at fea 


by contrary winds. When the King heard of 


bis arrival, he went to meet him, and preſenting 
him with the enſign of the order, © Receive, 
« Sir,” ſaid he, a teſtimony of that gratitude 


© which you have ſo well deſerved.” -A few 
days afterwards the King appointed him Lieute- 
nant General, and Chief of the guards. 

In a proclamation, publiſhed for the purpoſe 


of aboliſhing the names by which the ſeveral 
parties had been hitherto diſtinguiſhed, the King 
expreſſed his wiſhes, that for the future there 
| ſhould be no other party than that of true pa- 
triotiſm, every member of which ſhould contri- 
bute, by his efforts, to the welfare of his coun- 
"> WP | 


On Sunday, the 2 3d of Auguſt, the whole 


Royal family aſſiſted at the ſinging of Te Deum 
in the Cathedral. For the firſt time, the prayer 
for the States and ſenate was omitted, no perſons 


being mentioned, but the King and a Fa- 


Prince Charles, Prince Frederic: and ſeveral 


general officers, received the oath of fidelity from 


the 


6 3 


the troops, and colleges of the provinces, in the 
King's name, and in a few days the new conſti- 
tution was univerſally ee throughout 


the kingdom. 


The States, ſoon after their entification of the 


new form of government, aſſembled to vote an 


addreſs of thanks to his Majeſty, expreſſing their 


gratitude to him, for having delivered the king- 
dom, at the riſk of his life, from the ſtate of 
anarchy and confuſion, in which he found it, in 


memory of which event, the order of nobles re- 
ſolved to have a medal ſtruck, and the three 
other orders deſired to contribute to the expence 


Ok it. 


* . 


F555 cvarication 


On the ninth of September, the King an- 
| nounced the ſeparation of the diet, and ap- 
pointed the year 1778, for the meeting of the 
new one. The ſucceſs of this revolution, now 
completely accompliſhed, was notified by the 
King to the ſeveral courts. Upon the diſſolution 85 
of the diet, he applied himſelf to the eſtabliſh- 
ment of an adminiſtration; and to the ſeparation 
of the different departments, {ſo as to render 
each reſponſible directly to himſelf. "The diftri- 
bution of juſtice particularly occupied his atten- 
tion; and, amongſt other ſeaſonable matters of 
reform, was the entire abolition of the uſe ot 
torture. Liljenſtrate, the Chancellor cf Juſtice, 
was directed to enquire into, and correct the fre- 
quent abuſes my the provincial courts, and all 
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prevarication and delay was ſeverely puniſhed, 


without exception of perſons. 


A commiſſion was appointed to regulate the 


public income and expenditure, and meaſures 


were taken for the realization of the enormous 
quantity of paper money. In remedy of the diſ- 
trefles occalioned by the preſent famine, corn 
was diſtributed in all the provinces, the free im- 
portation of it was permitted, and the diſtillation 
of brandy prohibited. 

Engineers were ſent to examine the fortreſſes, 
and frontier towns in Sweden and Finland, the 


King making his greateſt exertions in the mili- 
tary department, in order to protect himſelf 
againſt the anti- royaliſt party, which ſtill exiſted, 
and againſt the power of the court of Ruſſia, 
which had guaranteed the ancient conſtitution in 


1721. In the beginning of November, his Ma- 


jeſty, according to the cuſtom of the ancient 


kings, went to receive the homage of the pro- 


vinces, after having entruſted the capital to the 
care of the Duke de Sudermania. He was ac- 
companied by the Duke d'Oſtrogothia, and in 
the journey viſited Carlſcroon, the fluices of 


Trolhetta, the frontier places, and the magazines. 


Throughout the whole tour, he converſed fami- 
hariy with all perſons who of ffered themſclves. 
expreſſed his ſatisfaction in finding himſelf at 
T the head of 1 free people, and was received with 


unfeigned 


7 
unfeigned teſtimonies of joy. In him his ſub- 


jects believed they faw a ſecond Guſtavus Vaſa, 


and they compared the ariſtocracy from which 
he delivered them, to the tyranny of Chriſtian. 


On his return to Stockholm, he was received 
by the Queen Dowager, his mother, who was 
in Germany at the time of the revolution; and 


the public rejoicings, by which the inhabitants 
of the capital would have celebrated this event, 
were prevented only by his benevolent requeſt, 


that the money, thus intended to be expended, 
might be employed in relieving the diſtreſſes of 
the poor. His own efforts were an example to 


his ſubjects. A large quantity of corn was taken 


from the magazines of the crown, and with ſome 
ſupplies in money, was diſtributed by his order 


in the capital, and the provinces. 


During the interval of ſix years between the 
meetings of the diet, the King applied himſelf, 


with inconceivable aBivity, to the eſtabliſhment 


of the new conſtitution, the encouragement | of 
commerce, agriculture, and Manu Wü ren, and 
to the prevention of the cruel famines, by which. 


Sweden is ſo often liable to ſuffer. At Stock- 


holm, as well as at Gothenburg, he eſtabliſhed ; 
public workſhops in which the poor might carn 


a ſubſiſtence. Theſe he furniſhed with the ma— 


terials uſed in ſeveral manufactures, and, at the 
end of the year 1773, his ny had the ſatis- 
faction 
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faction to ſee 12,000 perſons employed in his own 
reſidence. He facilitated the importation of corn, 


prohibited individuals from depoſiting it in maga- 


zines, and prevented every fort of monopoly in 
that article. But, notwithſtanding all the me- 
thods uſed to ſupply the nation with abundance _ 
of neceſſaries, he could not prevent the diſcon- 
tents, and even outrages occaſioned by the pro- 


| hibition of diſtilling, For the three firſt years, 


the King adhered to his determination, which 


he was ſeveral times obliged to enforce by the 
afliſtance of the troops; but in 1775, he recalled 
the prohibition, declaring all diſtilleries royal, 
and permitting the partial uſe of them by leaſe 
from the crown. The want of a ſufficient num- 


ber of farmers induced him afterwards to diſtil 
brandy upon his own account; he bought all the 


utenſils formerly uſed in the private diſtilleries, 
prohibited the importation of foreign brandies, 
and impoſed very rigorous puniſhments upon 
all who ſhould offend againſt his privilege. The 
pcaſants, on all ſides, ſent deputations to the 
King, reclaiming their ancient right of diſtilling 


tor their own conſumption ; and, theſe being diſ- 


regarded, the diſcontent roſe to ſuch a height, 


that, at Stockholm, guards were obliged to be 
ſtationed round the royal diſtilleries, to protect 


mem from the violence of the populace. 


The 
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The King gave particular attention and encou— 
ragement to commerce, to promote which he 
inſtituted a college for the regulation of all affairs 
relating to trade, and the finances. The coun- 
ſellor of commerce, Wefterman, was ennobled and 
appointed preſident, with the name of Lilicn- 
crantz, and the title of Commercial Secretary of 


State. An oflice of diſcount was alſo eſtabliſhed 
at Stockholm, and the ſmall city of Marſtrand 


was declared a free port. 


In the naval and military departments, the 


King exerted himſelf with great activity and ſuc- 


ceſs. The fleet, which he found decayed and 


feeble, he in a few years reſtored to a reſpectable 
footing, and, beſides changing the regulations 


of the navy, he raiſed a new corps of failors, 
and formed them by*' continual exerciſe, under 
the direction of Admiral Wrangel, who had the 


care of the fleet and all its dependencies, while 


that of the dock-yards was entruſted to Admiral 
Ter Smeden. Hitherto the two departments had 
been united under the college of Admiralty, but 
for the future the King e that the chiefs 
ſhould make their report only to him, and that 


the college, in order to execute his orders with the 
greater readineſs, ſhould be removed from Carl- 


ſcroon to Stockholm. At the ſame time the 


dock. yards throughout the kingdom were re. 


ſtricted from "INDE any veſlels for the uſe of 


foreigner * 
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The army, which, as well as the navy, had 
been neglected during the ariſtocracy, was next 
to be reformed. The King began by giving 
cloaks, tents, and new arms to all the regiments. 
Afterwards, under the direction of Field Mar- 
ſhal Count de Heſlenſtein, a new Exerciſe was 
introduced, and ſeveral camps were formed, in 
which the ſoldiery were manceuvred by the King 
himſelf. The fale of military offices, which had 
been permitted for many years, was entirely ſap- 
preſſed; and the King proyided not only for the 
re-eſtabliſhment of diſcipline and good order in 
the army, but for the future welfare of the indi- 
viduals which compoſed it. He increaſed the 
pay of the officers, and made ſuch regulations: as 
enſured the ſupport of the ſoldiers in their old 
age. The old council of war was aboliſhed, and 
a new one created under the title of the college 
of zwar, the members of which were obliged to 
reſide at Stockholm. The fortiſications of Chriſ- 
tianſtadt, Malmoe, and Landſcroon, with the 
tortreſſes in Finland, and upon the frontiers of 
Norway, were put into a ſtate of defence; and 
furniſhed with artillery, w hich had for a long 
time been kept in the magazines. 

The King made frequent journeys through the 
different provinces, receiving reports of the ſtate. 
of manufactures, and the interior police, puniſh- 
ing every act of injuſtice, and ſupporting all per- 
fons in the enjoyment of their rights and privi- 

1 leges. 
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leges. In one of theſe tours, a charge of mal- 
verſation, brought againit Baron de H.... . go- 


vernor of Nericia, was heard, by the King's order, 
before Mr. de Liliencrantz ; and the Baron, not. 
withſtanding the favour formerly ſhewn him by 


the King, and his intimacy with Mr. de Lilien- 
crantz, was diſmiſſed from his office. The ſame 


puniſhment was inflicted upon the ſeneſchal and 
treaſurer of Dalecarlia, convicted of prevarica- 
tion, although they were connected with the firſt 


families in the kingdom. But the example, 


which had the greateſt effect in rendering the 


judges circumſpect and impartial, was the ſen- 
tence paſſed upon one of the firſt courts of juſtice, 
that of Oftrogothia, reſident at Jenkoping. A 


charge of injuſtice, brought againſt this court, 
after having been enquired into by a commiſlion, 


conſiſting of Mr. de Liliencrantz, and two ſena- 


tors, was brought before the ſenate at Stockholm, : 


where the accuſed members were obliged to ap- 
pear, and permitted to wake their own defence. 


The cauſe was pleaded publicly in the preſence of 

the King, who opened the firſt ſeſſion by a brilli- 
ant ſpeech, concluding with theſe words : © I have | 
delivered you from an oppreſſion which ren- 
dered all juſtice venal. I have made laws for 


cc 


ec ſecuring the rights of my meaneſt ſubjects, and 
<« thoſe laws have been infringed. I owe to poſ- 


« terity an example of juſtice.” The charge be- 


ing proved, four members were diſmiſſed from 


their 
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their offices, and ſome others were ſuſpended for 
everal months. 
Theſe acts of juſtice, together with the King's 
popularity in other reſpects, made his arrival in 
the provinces matter of joy to the inhabitants. 
The peaſants, alſo, were now releaſed from the 
oppreſſive ſervices of the poſts, the King paying 
{or the horſes uſed by himſelf and family. 
In the midf of theſe endeavours for the im- 
provement of the ſeveral branches of government, 
the King was not unmindful of the intereſts of 
agriculture and population. He directed the mi- 
niſters of Sweden, in the different courts of Eu- 
rope, to inform themſelves exactly of the number 
olf Swedes reſident abroad, and of the motives 
which induced them to quit their country. In- 
vitations were given to theſe: perſons to return 
home; and, although theſe were not always ef 
fectual, the reſearch had its uſe, in aſcertaining 
what were the principal cauſes of emigration. The 
tmall town Eckelſtuna, not far from Stockholm, 
was aſſigned by the King to a colony of perſons, 
| who have been induced by promiſes of benefit to 
quit Solingen, in the duchy of Berg, and ſettle 
in Sweden. There they have eſtabliſhed a manu- 
factory of ſwords, ſabres, and bayonets, and thus 
prevented the loſs of the large ſums of money be- 
ore ſent our of the country for the purchaſe of 
theſe articles. 
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Several citizens, zealous for the public welfare, 
and encouraged by the ſpecial protection of his 
Majeſty, have united under the title of the Pa- 
triotic Socicty, for the laudable purpoſes of pro- 
moting population and agriculture, relieving the 


neceſſitous, and giving their aſſiſtance in every 
ching relating to the interior e of the | 


kingdom. 
His Majeſty, in his affiduous concern for the 


welfare of the kingdom, is not leſs cager for the 


advancement of the ſciences, arts, and polite li- 


terature. He began by procuring a fine verſion 
of the bible, and employing ſeveral men of learn- 


ing in improving and forming elementary books 
uſed in the education of youth. At the Academy 


of Sciences he very often aſſiſts in perſon, and ; ? 
ſends queſtions in a fictitious name, propoſed with 
a view of leading to ſome new diſcovery, or ſome 


meaſure for the benefit of his people. 


His reſpect for the memory of his anceſtors the 


King has made conduce to the progreſs of the 
arts. A ſtatue of Guſtavus Erickſon, or Vaſa, 


and another of Guſtavus Adolphus, are worthy of 
the heroes they repreſent, and of the artiſt who 
executed them. They are both by Archeveque, 
and the expence of the latter alone amounted to 
Zoo, ooo ſilver dollars. The deſign of a medal. 
ſtruck to the memory of Linnæus, was furniſhed | 
by the King himſelf. One fide has a buſt of Lin- 
næus, the other the figure of the ers C ybele 7 
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in 2 mourning attitude, ſurrounded by the diffe- 
rent attributes of the mineral, vegetable and ani- 
mal kingdom, with theſe words; Deam luctus angit 
amiſſi; and in the exergue, Pot obitum d. x. 
January, 1778. Rege Jubente.“ The Exchange, 
palaces of the Duke de Sudermania, and of the 
Princeſs Albertina, the houſe appropriated to balls 
and public concerts, a magnificent ſtone bridge, 
the ſine ſquare of Guſtavus Adolphus, and the 
Opera Houſe, the laſt of which coſt 400, ooo ſil- 


ver dollars, at the ſame time that they contribute 
to the ornament of the capital, have afforded to 


artiſts of all ſorts opportunities of exerting their 
talents, and diſplaying their taſte. 
As a relief from the labours of the cabinet, the 


King ſeeks the pleaſures of ſociety, and frequents 
the aſſemblies of the nobility and burgeſſes, where 
his amiable manner conciliates the affection of the 

company, and his condeſcenſion removes thoſe re- 
ſttaints which the preſence of a King uſually im- 
- poſes. His lively imagination, and inventive ge- 


nius, appear continually in the magnificent fetes, 
ſpectacles, ballets, carouſals, and tournaments, 


which he gives to his court, and in the ſplendid 
performances of national aperas, of which the 
fable, and even the word: are ſometimes furniſhed 
by himſelf. In 1776, a tournament and carouſal 


were exibited at Eckholmſund, with very ex- 


traordinary pomp, in the firſt of which the King, 


48 


1 

as a foreign knight, ſupported this poſition, 
That love is both more lively, and more perma- 
« nent in the hearts of thoſe who lateſt become 


e ſubject to its influence.” His Majeſty was victo- 


rious at the tournament, and his Eſquire, Major 
Monk, gained the prize in the carouſal. This 


ſpectacle, which coſt 400,000 copper dollars, was 


repeated in the following year in the ſquare before 
the caſtle at Stockholm, and in almoſt all the ſuc- 
ceeding years carouſals, more or leſs magniſicent, 
have been given, differing only in the habits of 
the knights who compoſe the troops, and in the 
ſubjects repreſented. 
But though the King takes theſe methods to 
produce a circulation of money, and to give en- 
couragement to artiſts, he has endeavoured very 


ſtrenuouſly to ſuppreſs the taſte for luxury and 


expence, which prevails over the whole kingdom, 
and eſpecially in the capital. Having for a long 


time meditated the adoption of a national dreis, 
in order to prevent the continual introduction of 
foreign faſhions, he, at length, in the year 1774, 


ſent a gold medal, of the value of thirty ducats, 
to the Patriotic Society, as a reward for the per- 


ſon Who ſhould give the beſt anſwer to the fol- 
lowing queſtion. © Whether, to reſtrain the ab- 
< ſurdities of faſhion, and prevent the importa- 


tion of prohibited goods, it would not be uſeful 


to eſtabliſh in Sweden a national drefs, ſuitable 


be. 
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to the climate, and e e from that of fo- 
* reign nations?“ 

In the beginning of the year 1778, the plan 
was ſubmitted to, and approved by, the ſenate, 
and a few days afterwards there appeared a circu- 
lar letter to the governors of the provinces, ſigned 
by the King, and written in a ſtile of moderation, 
ſuch as no monarch ever before uſed to his ſub- 
jects. After enumerating his own endeavours 2 
lor the ſuppreſſion of luxury, and lamenting the 
loſs occaſioned by the introduction of foreign 
commodities, he concludes by ſaying that, not 
thinking himſelf authoriſed to conftrain his ſub- 
jects, or to influence them in ſuch a matter any 
otherwiſe than by his example, he only gave no- 

tice that on the 8th of the following April, he 
ſhould appear with his whole court and ſenate in 
a new dreſs, which he ſhould alſo cauſe to be 
adopted by the army. The dreſs was ſoon re- 
ceived by. all the men, from the firſt ſenator to 
the loweſt peaſant, but has never been generally 
uſed by the other ſex. 

At length the time zppolated for the meeting 
of the diet approached, and the King enjoyed the 
ſatisfaction of obſerving the increaſed profperity of 
the kingdom. The adminiſtration was well regu- 
lated, the army and navy were placed upon a re- 
ſpectable footing, tranquillity was eſtabliſhed with- | 
in and without, commerce flouriſhed, and, to in- 
creaſe his happineſs, the een found herſelf preg- 
_ nant 


(3287 0 


nant for the firſt time, after having been married 


for ſeven years. To all theſe advantages was to 
be added, that of being upon very good terms 


with the neighbouring powers. In the preceding 
year, the King had paid a viſit to the Emprets of 


Ruſſia, by whom he was received with great di. 
tinction, and entertained in the capital with very 


brilliant fetes. He returned to Stockholm in the 


month of Auguſt, in a ſuperb jagt, given him by 
her Imperial Majeſty, and with preſents for 
himſelf and ſuite to he amount of 400,090 
roubles. 


The King needed: the convocation of the diet, : | 


being willing that the Queen ſhould be delivered 


during its fitting, that thus the ſtates might be- 


come the ſponſors of a child born under their own 


_ eyes. The ordinance iſſued by Guſtavus Adolphus 


in 1617, was adopted as the model of all the re- 


gulations; in conſequence of which, the King 
named Major- general Baron de Saltze mar ſhal of 
the dict, and appointed the ſpeakers or preſidents | 


of the three other orders. 
On the zoth of October, the King opened the 


diet with a ſpeech, in which he declared that, not- 
withſtanding the neceſſities and the expences of 


the three preceding years, he had been enabled, 


by prudence and ceconomy, to put the kingdom 
in a ſtate of defence, and reſtore it to its ancient 
ſpendor, without exhauſting the national finances ; 


that he, therefore, had not called them together 
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to demand ſuccours or ſubſidies, but merely to re- 
joice with him in the happy ſituation of the coun- 
try, to be witneſſcs of the delivery of his wife, 
and, finally, that he might perform his promiſe 
given at the diſſolution of the laſt diet. He in- 
treated them to become the ſponſors of the infant, 
which he expected ſhould ſhortly ſee the light, 


and concluded by ſaying, If heaven ſhould 


„grant me an heir to my crown, may he be 


_« worthy one day to aſcend the throne of Guſ- 


« tavus Erickſon (Vaſa) and Guſtavus Adolphus ; 


„ may he remember that it is the firſt duty of a 
« Swediſh King to love and honour a free people, 


and may the crown be his no longer than he 
« ſhall act in conformity to this truth. It would 


make me wretched if I believed my poſterity 


« likely to forget, that providence, in placing 


them at the head of a great nation, has entruſt- 
ed to their care the happineſs « of a free and ge- 
_ © nerous people.” 


Two days after the opening of the diet, the. 
Queen was delivered of a Prince, the firſt im- 


mediate heir to the crown born in Sweden ſince 
Charles the Twelfth. He was baptized by the 
Archbiſhop of Upſal in the chapel of the caſtle, 


and in the preſence of a deputation from the four 
orders of the States, his ſponſors, who gave him 
the name of Guſtavus Adolphus. 


The joy of the Swedes on this occaſion diſ- 


played itſelf in acts of beneſicence, more honoura- 


ble 


6 
nourable than the erection of marble monuments, 


which ſpeak only to the imagination, and are en- 
tirely without uſe. Several perſons obtained leave 
of the King to open a general ſubſcription under 
his immediate protection, for eſtabliſhing a new 
Houſe of education. The corps of horſe employed 
in eſcorting the Royal family ſent a donation of 
10, ooo copper dollars to the Foundling Hoipital, 
inſtituted by the Free Maſons in the capital. The 
officers of the guards eſtabliſhed a ſchool for mili- | 
tary education, and of the 300,000 crowns, given 
by the States to the young Prince, the King deſired 
that one third might be employed in relieving the 
poorer part of his gets in the alleflnent of 


| duties. 


The diet granted to the King a five! gift of-- 
600,000 crowns, payable in ſeven years, of which 


300,000 were for increaſing the private revenues 


of the King, 190,000 for the expence of the bap- 


tiſm of the Prince Royal, and of the Duke de 


Sudermania's marriage, 190,000 as a preſen to 
the Queen, and 100,000 for the Gower of the 


Dutcheſs of Sudermania. 

On the 2 5th of January, 1779, the King doſed” 
the diet with a ſpeech, in which he expreſſed, 
with his uſual eloquence, his f. atisfaction at being 
the firſt King in this century, who co! uld diſſolv 


the free States, without having exerciſed or Fe f 


fered oppreſſion. He called Hime not only the 


me but the promoter and defender r of their 


11 liber * 
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they had expreſſed to himſelf, the 
the young heir, whom he deſired to ſee worthy 
of the name of Guſtavus Adolphus. 
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liberty and laws, and thanked them in the moſt 


tively manner for the affection and attachment 
Queen, and 


One of the moſt laudable refolutions of this 


diet was that which gave permiſſion to foreigners 
to exerciſe their religion in Sweden, under no 
other reſtrictions than thoſe uſual in other coun- 
tries, diſtinguiſhed by the ſame toleration; a mea- 
ſure which induced the court of Rome to ſend a 
prclate thither in the following year, charged to 


act in concert with the government in the ar- 


rangements neceſſary for the exerciſe of the Ca- 
tholic religion. After much oppoſition, a reſolu- 
tion moved by Count Axel Ferſen, who had re- 


tired from the ſenate in the year 1773, for giving 
new inſtructions to the commiſſtoners of control 
over the bank, was 2 and wee ap- 
proved. 

A ſhort time after the en WY the diet, | 


| the peaſant repreſentatives having returned to 
their conſtituents, with accounts of their unſuc- 
ceſsful endeavours for the re-eſtabliſhment of pri- 
vate diſtilleries, the murmurs of the people were 

heard on all ſides, and in Smoland and Dalecarlia 
broke out into violence. 


"Theſe diſcontents were 


inſlamed and ſupported by a great number of 
übels, and, amongſt others, by one inſerted in the 
public papers, in which the perion of the King was 

attacked 


1 


attacked in the moſt indecent manner. Of this 
the author, named Haldin, was known, and, to- 


gether with the Editor and Printer, was con- 


demned by a court of juſtice to an impriſonment 


of ſeveral weeks, which the ſenate, taking cogni- 
zance of the aſſair, changed into a ſentence of 
death. Both ſentences were remitted by the King, 


who alſo, upon a ſimilar occaſion, ſaved the life of - 


an officer, condemning him, at the ſame time, 


to bread and water, for having ſpoken diſreſpet- 
fully of the King his father. This magnanimity 
gained the hearts of his ſubjects, who perceived 
him always inclined to mercy, except in the pun- 
iſhment of flagrant inſtances of injuſtice, or ſome mr 


Invaſion of the rights of the citizens. 


8 war having broke out between 
1780. France, America, and England, the King 
of Sweden, at the requeſt of the mer- 


| chants, reſolved to ſend convoys with their veſſels; 
a meaſure which was rendered more neceſſary, by 


the conduct of one of the belligerent parties, who 
ſeized upon neutral veſſels, under the pretence 


of the cargoes being deſtined for the enemy. The 
court of Stockholm had already complained of 


theſe proceedings to that of England, conſidering 
it as an infringement of the treaties of 1661, and 
1666; and the latter court had juſtified their con- 
duct under an article, taken from one of theſe 


treaties, but not admitted to be authentic in Swe- 
den. The King, therefore, applied to Denmar * 


t and 


P 


8 „ 


n 


n . 
* 8 
2 n — 5 - 7m — a 
— e . : . 1 n — 
SES N — 5 5 „ e 7 oP 6 = 2 2 e N » — 
. ² cc / /c — . 3 
. — — n — s ” — 3 5 7 * 2 — — 5 — — ous * — —— being * 
- — 5 « * > - p — — a as 4 
es 8 9 GDes g — - * R _ 
— — 4 2 — "= WAR. re Rr 3 28 Y — — — — wp — "= — 
w * bs — ECOL Lad * * ER G — E * — — SOL. Y ” 4 — 
2 7 - * * =” 1 a n * 


a ES 
and Ruſſia, to join their forces with his; and theſe 
powers acceded as far as related to the Baltic, and 
that part of the North Sea near the ſhores of their 
kingdoms, leaving Sweden the only power which | 
protected its commerce in all parts of the world“. 
A ſquadron of eight men of war, and four frigates, 
equipped at Carlſcroon with great celerity, failed 
under the orders of Vice Admiral de Gerten to- 
wards the North Sea. The expence of this ſquad- 
ron, and of another deſtined for the Mediterra- | 
nean, was defrayed by an additional duty of s 
per cent. impoſed upon 1 commodities im- 
Ported. - 
in the mean time, England continuing to ſeize. 
all veſſels without diſtinction, the Empreſs of 
1 Ruſſia joined herſelf to Sweden, in order to engage 
the neutral powers in an alliance for the protection 
of commerce not only in the Baltic, but in all the : 
ſeas of Europe, and in the two Indies. The ce- 
lebrated armed neutrality, of which the motives 
were very laudable, and the effec triſling, was thus 
formed. It was confirmed by a treaty ſigned be- 
tween Ruſlia, Sweden and Denmark, on the gth of 
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ers agreed to furniſh each ſixteen ſhips of the line, 
and frigates, and Ruſſia twenty ſhips and frigates. 

"Fo this league Holland, Pruſſia, the Emperor, and 
the King of Naples, after wards became parties. 


* During the cov: ihe of this war, Sweden exported a great quantity of 
non, ancuols and 885 0 America and Holla Fi 


The 


June in the ſame year, by which the two latter pow- 
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The king paſſed a great part of the 


1781. following ſummer at Aix-la-Chapelle and 


Spa, for the re-eſtabliſhment of his health, 


1782. and returned to Stockholm, through Hol- 
land, at the end of October. Soon after- 
wards the care of the Prince Royals education was 
_ entruſted to the Senator Baron de Sparre, and, in 
| 2 ſhort time, the Queen again declared herielt 


pregnant. She was delivered of a Prince in the 


month of Auguſt, 1782, within a few weeks after 
the death of the Queen Dowager, a Princeſs diſ- 
tinguiſhed by her great elevation of mind, and 
fondneſs for the ſciences and fine arts. The joy 
occaſioned by the birth of the young Prince af. 
forded only a ſhort conſolation for this loſs: he 
received the name and title of Charles Guſtavus 
Duke of Smoland, and died at the age of ſeyen Ta 


months, 


5 The beginning of this year 1 dig 
1783. guiſhed by a revolt amongſt the Dalecar- 
lians, who bore with leſs patience than the 


inhabitants of the other provinces the prohibition 


of private diſtilleries. A body of troops reſtored 


order, and ſeized the principal ring leaders; but 


it was impoſſible to ſuppreſs the diſcontent, which 


the King's perſeverance in maintaining the ſole 
right of diſtilling cauſed throughout the kingdom. 
In this year the King had an interview wich the 


; Empreſs of Ruſſia at Frederickſham, a ſmall city 
and port of the Baltic, upon the conſines of Ruſſia 
and 
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and Swediſh Finland. The deſigns of the Em- 
preſs upon the Crimea, and the navigation of the 
Black Seca, required that ſhe ſhould be well aſſured 
of the friend{lup of 2 monarch, whoſe reſpectable 
forces by land and ſea might enable him to put in 
execution any plans dictated by his own ambition, 
or by the influence of the court of Verfailles, 
againſt a province which he could hardly be un- 
willing to re-conquer. 
The King ſet out for Finland in the beginning 
of June, for the purpoſe of reviewing the troops 
in the dutchy. There a volley from a party com- 
manded by himfelf ſtartled his horſe, and he had 
the misfortune to break his arm by a fall. The 
interview with the Empreſs, though retarded by 
this accident, was effected on the "29th of June, 
and celebrated, during the three days which their 
majeſties remained together, by continual fetes. 
The Empreſs had cauſed a very elegant wooden 
palace to be erected at Frederickſham, richly orna- 
mented and furniſhed, in which was an elegant 
theatre, appropriated to the performances of a_ 
troop of French comedians provided for the occa- 
ſion. The King gave the Empreſs very poſitive 
2ffurances of an exact neutrality, and returned to 
Stockholm on the 4th of July, entirely recovered 
of the fracture. The burgeſſes of Stockholm, in 
memory of the happy return and recovery of their 
Monarch, ſet apart the ſum of 4,000 rix- dollars, 
for the 1 ſupport of ſome beds in the Royal 
= Hoſpital, 
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Hoſpital, at which fractures of arms and legs are 
to be cured gratis. Theſe are called beds of Lou- 


lais, from the name of the camp at Which the 
accident happened to the King. 


In the ſeveral journeys, which the King made 


into Finland, he perceived that the province was 
unequally divided into four diſtrits, and that the 
court of juſtice at Abo was not alone ſuſſicient for 


the number of inhabitants. Another court was, 


therefore, eſtabliſhed at Vajo, and the ceremony 
of inſtalling the members was performed at Stock- 
holm, with great pomp, in the preſence of the 


Royal Family and a brilliant court. The King, 

In aft eloquent and energetic harangue, e exhorted 
the members to protect the perſecuted and the 
orphan, and to give particular attention to the 
lower claſs of citizens, by whom the ſtate was de- 


tended and ſupported. 


About the latter end of Auguſt, the 1 not. 
fied to the ſenate, that, in obedicnce to the advice 
of his phyſicians, he ſhould paſs the winter in 
Italy, Before his departure he preſſed the equip- | 
ment of a {mall ſquadron of obſervation at Carl- 
ſcroon. It was ready in September, and, in the 


month of October, the King began his journey, to 


defray the expence of which he horrowed a conſi- 
derable ſum upon the revenues of the roy al dil. 5 


. tilleries. 


His Majeſty, after paſſing the winter and ſpring 
5 in Italy, firſt at t Piſa, where he uſed the baths, 
| = afterwards . 
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afterwards at Rome, Naples, Florence, Genoa, 
and Venice, arrived at Paris in the beginning of 


June, 1784, where he remained till the end of 


July, and was received by the court and city as 
the ancient ally of France. Amidſt a ſucceſſion of 
pleaſures, he was not unmindful of his intereſts. 


From the year 1779, the court of Verſailles, 
under pretence of the expences of the war, had 
neglected the payment of the uſual ſubſidies; but 

the King now managed ſo well, as to obtain the 
| ſum of 1,200,000 livres in diſcharge of a great 

part of the arrears, and to conclude a treaty by 
which France ceded to him for ever the iſland of 


St. Barthelemi“, near Guadaloupe, on condition 


of being allowed to eſtabliſh a ſtaple for its north- 
ern commerce in the city of Gothenburg. 


On the third of Auguſt his Majeſty re- 


f 1784. turned to the capital, after an abſence of 


ten months, and the burgeſſes, upon this 


occaſion, built at their own expence a ſtone bridge | 
over the canal of Ritterholm, with the following 


inſcription: : 


_ Guſtzvo III. O. R. ſalvo et ſoſpite, 
Ex itinere Italico patriæ reddito, 
Hunc pontem ſecto lapide con ſtructum, 
| Lignei loco jam vetuſtate collabentis; Fo- 
tunæ reduci et lætitir publicæ, dedicarunt 
| Cives Holmenſcs——D. it. A. Ne LXXXIV. 
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* This iſland, which contains ſeven or eight hundred inhabitants, and 


produces a great quant:: y of cotton, is very well ſituated for contraband 
traffic. | =; | 


1 
In the beginning of the year 1786, the King 


judged it neceſſary, after an interval of eight years, 
to convoke the diet. For the three laſt years the 
kingdom had been ravaged by a famine, of which 
the eſſects were ſo very powerful and diſtreſſing, 
that in the high- roads and woods, but eſpecially 
in Dalecarlia, many perſons were found ſtarved to 
death. The deſire of affording ſome relief to the 
poor under this calamity, and of introducing the 
Prince Royal to the States, his ſponſors, were the 
reaſons alledged for the convocation of the diet, 
which began to fit on the 7th of May. The King, 
in his opening ſpeech, deſcribed the flouriſhing 5 
ſtate of the kingdom with reſpect to its com- 
merce, navy, army, and fortifications, and enu- 
merated the many advantages enjoyed by the na- 
tion ſince his acceſſion to the throne, of which the 
chief were the independence of the People, and ; 


the preſervation of peace. 


e But from the viciſſitude,“ faid he, 6 to which : 
all human ſituations are liable, ours has not been 


© exempted, The productions of the earth, the 


* firſt of all riches, have been denied us for the 
© laſt three years; and this calamity has not a 
F little increaſed the weight of my cares, who feel 
for my ſubjects as for myſelf. What endea- 
 « yours I have uſed to prevent the diſaſtrous ef- 
* fects of this failure, and what ſuccours I have 
W given for the relief of my ſubjects, you already 
2 know 


1 

* know by the effects. May they animate you to 
concur with me in ſuch meaſures as may pro- 
** tect dur country from ſimilar misfortunes in 
< future.” He then ſpoke of the Prince Royal, 
of liis education, and of the efforts uſed to ren- 
der him worthy of being the head of a free peo- 
ple. I rejoice,” faid he, „ that the firſt ob- 
ject which occurs to his innocent view, is the 
« union of a people eſſentially free, ſubmitting to 
* the laws, conjointly with the King, who, at 
the ſame time that he is inveſted with autho- 
„ rity himſelf, is bound by the ſame laws.” He 
concluded his ſpeech by preſenting the four fol- 
lowing propoſitions to the diet: . 
I. That the puniſhment for infanticide be changed | 
from death to perpetual impriſonment, with a 
public whipping once every year, on the day upon 5 
Which the crime was committed. 8 

2. That eſtates ſhall no longer be divided, but 
mall deſcend from the father to the eldeſt ſon, 
charged with the portions of «the other children. 
+. That the King be authoriſed to draw from 
the bank a fund ſufficient for the eſtabliſhment of 
a magazine of corn, in any place which he ſhall 
judge convenient, in order to prevent the excel- 
15 dearneſs of tliat article. 
. That the King be impowered to draw from 
the bark a fund for defraying the expences of the 
mines; and particularly for the purpoſe of ſecur- 
ing that ol Hab, from inundation; upon the con- 
| | dition, 


60 . 

dition, however, of his depoſiting in the bank a 

quantity of copper, equal in value to the ſpecie 

taken from it. 
In this diet, which was by no means ſo tranquil, 

as the preceding one, the King met with conſider- 
able oppoſition, and only thoſe of his propoſitions 


were adopted, which related to the eſtabliſnment 
of magazines. The clergy oppoſed the change of 
puniſhment for ivfanticide, and the equeſtrian or- 

der would not conſent to the article which forbad 


the diviſion of eſtates. The ſum demanded by the 


King for the improvement of the mines of Fahlun 
was refuſed by the ftates, who alleged that the 
impoveriſhment of the mines was to be attributed 


only to the miſconduct of thoſe concerned 1 in work- 


ing them, and appointed a committee of inſpec- 
tion, with orders to make a report of their interior 
management“. The diet of 1778 granted the uſual | 
entries, and for an unlimited time, but by the pre- 
ſent diet they were limited to the term of four 
years; and, as a further proof of the influence of 
the antiroyaliſt party, the States refuſed to acknow- 
ledge as debts of the ſtate, thoſe which were con- 
tracted by the crown without their conſent. The 
order of peaſants having propoſed to redeem the 
right of diſtilling, his Majeſty declared, that, for 
the ſatisfaction of his faithful ſubjects, he was will. 
ing to receive in exchange a duty upon coſſce, and - 


To this committee the proprietors refuſed to tender an account. 


the 
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the annual ſum of eighteen tons of gold. Thefe 
terms were rejected, and the right remained Royal. 
The diet was diflolved on the 24th of June, and 
the King expreſſed his diſapprobation of its decrees 
in the ſpeech which concluded it. He lamented 
that an unquiet diſtruſt, ill-founded and unde- 
* ſerved, ſeemed likely to interrupt the union and 
* concord, which, for fourteen years, he had en- 
* deavoured to maintain, even to the detriment of 
bis own private intereſts.” He appealed to poſ- 
terity to do juſtice to his conduct, and finiſhed 
an eloquent and ſentimental ſpeech, with remitt- 
ing the ſums granted him for the fourth year of 
the ſubſidy, wk he defired might be appropri- 
ated to the relief of his ſubjects. | 
Towards the end of the year, the King con- 
ducted the Prince Royal to the univerſity of Up- 
ſal, and aſſiſted conſtantly at all the public and the 
greateſt part of the private exerciſes performed by 


the young Prince during a ſtay of fix weeks. The 


ardour ind ſucceſs with which, at the age of only 
eight years, he applicd to his ſtudies, was highly 
gratifying to the King, who, f in order to familia- 
rize him with the people, whom he was born to 
_ govern, and to give him an early knowledge of the 


1 kingdom, had already led him over ee of the 


provinces. 

During the fourteen years, which had paſſed 
ſince the Tevolation: the King, by his indefatiga- 
| Lle e "ed. certions for he welfare of the kingdom, had 
0 
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placed the trade, navigation, fleet, army, courts 
of juſtice, and magazines entirely upon an im- 


proved footing. But the ſatisfaction due to his 


labours was interrupted by a cruel famine, which, 
for the ſecond time in his reign, aſſlicted his king- 


dom, by the influence of the anti-royaliſt party 
in the laſt diet, and by the continual murmurs 
which aroſe upon the ſubject of the diſtilleries. 


In ſome provinces theſe diſcontents prompted the 


populace to riſe in open revolts; the royal houſes 
were burnt to the ground, and the inſpectors and 
officers of the ditilleries were murdered. By fre- 
quent outrages of this ſort, and by the continua 
uſe of private diſtilleries, the King's profits were 
ſo much leſſened, that he was 1 0560 to relinquiſh : 
his privilege, receiving in return an annual con- 
tribution of rye from each hemman, or farm. In 
the large cities, however, brandy is {till diſtilled 28 


a upon his account. 


In the courſe of the reſent year, the King has 
inſtituted an academy for the melioration of the 
| Swediſh language. The plan is the ſame as that 
of the French Academy, founded in 1635, ex- 
cept that the number of members is here limited 
to eighteen. Poetry and eloquence are the objects 
of both academies, and, in the diſcourſes of the 
Swediſh Academy, the characters of Guſtavus 
Vaſa, and Guſtavus Adolphus, are deſtined to re- 


cCeive thoſe praiſes, which, in thoſe of the other, 


are 
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are given to Louis tlie Fourteenth, and Cardinal 
Richelieu. On the ſame day, his Majeſty revived 
the Academy of Inſcriptions and Belles Lettres, 
founded by his mother, adopting the regulations 
of that eſtabliſhed for the ſame purpoſe in Paris 
by Louis XIV. The Academy of Sciences, found- 
ed in 1779, makes the third inſtitution of this ſort 
in Stockholm, and does honour to the reign of a 
monarch, whoſe moderation, humanity, and fa- 
gacity, are equalled only by his activity, and his 

conſtant exertions for the welfare of the kingdom. 
Guſtavus III. in the annual tours which he makes 
through the deines employs himſelf in liſten- 
ing to the complaints of individuals, in watching 
over the adminiſtration of juſtice, redreſſing ales; . 
eſtabliſhing the diſcipline, and protecting the hap- 
pineſs of the army, and, in one word, in endea- 
vouring to render his ſubjects happy, his forces 
reſpectable, and the Arts and Sciences flouriſhing®. 
During the fourteen years of his reign, the king- 
dom has enjoyed a conſtant peace, which it is to 
be feared the ambition of Ruſſia, operating upan 
the ſuppreſſed, but not extirpated, policy of the 
ariſtrocratic party, will one day diſturb. =_ 
And, indeed, a war, raiſed by the intrigues, or 
jealouſy, of the neighbouring powers, can alone 


The King has compoſed ſeveral theatrical pieces in the language of 
the country, and deligned the plans of two fine buildings, the one a catho- 
lie church at Stockholm, the other a country ſeat, called Haga. 


interrupt 
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interrupt the proſperity of Sweden, under a mo- 


narch, who has hitherto uſed his arms only for the 
protection of commerce, and the honour of the 


Swediſh flag, and whoſe pacific diſpoſition is 


proved by the article, inſerted upon his own mo- 
tion in the new form of government, by which 


he reſtricted himſelf from carrying on an offenſive | 


War without the conſent of the States. 
I am, Ke. Kc. 


LETTER. 


0 MY DEAR FRIEND, 


* 


able in the annals of Denmark, by the misfor- 


tunes of an amiable Queen, the victim of a party, 


who ſacrificed her peace, and the lives of two un- 
fortunate men to their ambition. 8 


The Counts Brandt and Struenzee, wk thus 4 
ſuffered by her fall, were both undeſerving of the 
puniſhment inflicted on them, though the latter 
certainly exceeded the limits of his authority, and 

aſpired to the exerciſe of a power, which the fol- 


W hiſtory will ſhew he \ was unable to retain. 


 Struenzer 


Copenhagen, . 12 1786. | 


"Far year 1772, bh : 
in the EKifory of Sweden, for the ſucceſsful intre- 
pidity of a young King, and the humiliation of a 
turbulent ariſtocracy, is rendered not leſs remark- 
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Struenzee was born at Halle, in Saxony, in the 
year 1737, His father, then a Lutheran miniſter 
in that city, afterwards obtained a provoſtſhip at 
Altena, and was at length ſub-intendant-general 
of the churches in Sleſwig and Holſtein. His 
mother was the only daughter of I. S. Carl, firſt 
phyſician to the King. From theſe parents he im- 
| bibed an early taſte for knowledge; and this ten- 
dency, with his lively genius and promptneſs in 
Judging, formed the beſt parts of a character, in 
which ambition, the love of pleaſure, and a con- 
tempt of religious and moral reſtriction, very ſoon 
began to appear. His diſpoſition and the advice 
of his friends led him to the ſtudy of phyſic, in 
which obſcure and intricate ſcience he ſoon ac- 
quired conſiderable reputation, and in the-practice 
of which, as a profeſſion, he became acquainted 

with two men, whoſe deſtinies were afterwards in- 
timately connected with his own. Theſe were the 

Count de Rantzau Achberg, and Brandt, the firſt 
the principal inſtrument of his fall, the latter the 
unfortunate companion of his ſufferings. There 
alſo he acquired the friendſhip of Madame de 
Berkentheim, the widow of the grand marſhal of 
Frederic V. by whom he was firſt recommended to 
: the court, and through whoſe means he obtained 
the appointment of phyſician to the King; 
1768. an office, which induced him to dedicate 
himſelf entirelyt to his royal maſter, whoſe 
13 favour 
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favour he obtained in a journey 8 which he 


was ordered to attend him. 

Soon after the marriage of the King, a coolneſs 
was obſerved between him andthe young Queen, 
and this was wrought into an open diſagreement, 


by which Queen Julia hoped to regain her loſt in- 
uence, and tranſmit it to her poſterity. The 


miſunderſtanding, which was thus raiſed between 
the two Queens, increaſed after the birth of the 


Prince Royal, and the j journey of the King into 
foreign countries by no means diminlſhed his 


indifference for a wife, who deſerved a better 
fate. 


Upon his return, the intrigues which afterwards 
operated ſo forcibly, began to appear. The na- 
ton was then divided into parties, of which the 
moſt numerous, and that which comprized the 
miniſters and chief members of the ſtate, was 
headed by the young Count de Holk, the fa- 

vourite of the King. The adherents of the Queen 
Dowager partook with her the tranquillity of her 
retreat at Friedenſbourg, and only ſome young 


perſons, without reſources or influence, remained 


to Matilda, and relied upon her youth, beauty, 

and agreeable manners, to effect a future recon- 
_ ciliation with the King. But theſe were wholly 

inexperienced in the intrigues of a court; and the 

young Queen, unable to truſt them, adopted 

another plan more likely to forward her views. 
She perceived that the only method of recovering 
a the 
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the conſideration due to her rank was to regain 
the confidence of the King; and as ſhe was aware 
that this could never be effected during the in- 
fluence of the Count de Holk, ſhe reſolved to at- 


tempt the deſtruction of this favourite. 


Many circumſtances conſpired to aſſiſt her en- 
deavours. The Count de Holk, fearful of loſing 
his aſcendancy over the King, laboured to increaſe 
the diſagreement between their Majeſties, and be- 


heving that Struenzee was as offenſive to the 
Queen as himſelf, he perſuaded the King to carry 


him with him when he viſited his conſort. This 


meaſure contributed to the ruin of Holk, from 
whom the King's confidence was gradually trans- 
ferred to Struenzee. The Queen perceived che 


change, and could not avoid comparing the fierce 
and arrogant conduct of the former with the reſ- 


| pecttul manner of the latter, who even appeared 5 
to be ſecretly hurt by the neceſſity of offending 


her ſo often by his preſence. This circumſpection 
was favourably interpreted by the Queen, who 


by degrees accuſtomed herſelf to his company, 


and whoſe averſion inſenſibly changed into 
admiration of his wit, : knowledge, 55 pene. 


tration. 


About this time the Prince Royal was inocu— 
lated, and the Qucen, when ſhe entruſted this 
operation to Struenzee, declared that his ſucceſs 


ſhould be rewarded with the carc of the young 
Prince's education, The diſorder Was very = 


vour ably 
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vourably received, and Struenzee was recom- 
penſed with the place of Counſellor of Confer— 
rence * and reader to their Majeſties, with an ap- 
pointment of 1,500 crowns; an office, which, 
with that of tutor to the Prince Royal, obliged 
him to a conſtant attendance upon the court. 
During the progreſs of the diſorder, Struenzee 
entirely conciliated the good will of the Queen, 
whoſe anxiety for her ſon induced her to take the 
care of nurſing him upon herſelf, and would 
ſcarcely permit Struenzee to be abſent for a mo- 
ment. The hours that upon this occaſion ſhe was 
obliged to paſs in his company were ſpent in in- 
ſtructive and amuſing converſation, from which 
| ſhe at firſt received conſolation, and afterwards 
pleaſure. Theſe converſations became more and 
more intimate and confidential, and the Queen at 
len gth believed that ſhe had found a man to whom 
ſhe might entruſt the execution of her projects. 
Struenzee, having thus the aſcendancy over the 
King, and the power of giving valuable advice to 
the Queen, reſolved to profit by the occaſion, and 
to open to himſelf the road to fortune. By his 
influence, the King was ſoon reconciled to his 
conſort, and beſtowed upon her a degree of con- 
ſidence, of which the firſt effect that appeared 
was his indifference for Holk. _ 
In the mean time the miniſters began to dread 
the influence of Struenzce, whom they endea- 


An Denmark this title is next to that of Privy Counſellor. | 


„ voured 
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voured in vain to remove from the confidence of 
the King, or the intimacy of the Queen. The 
Court ſoon after ſet out for Sleſwig, and the King 
was accompanied, as in his former journey, by 
Count Bernſtorf, Holk, and Schimmelman. 
Warnſtadt, an adherent of Holk, and Struenzee, 
were alſo in the ſuite; and the two parties, thus 
oppoſed to each other, ,would have been nearly 
equal, but for the preſence of the young Queen. 
The Count de Rantzau Aſchberg, who had been 


involved in che fall of the Count de St. Germain, 


was recommended to the Queen by Struenzee, as 
aà man whoſe ſuppleneſs might render him uſeſul 
in gaining the miniſters; and Brandt, who had 
alſo been formerly a favourite with the King, was 
| recalled at her ſolicitation, and deſtined to fill 1 
the place occupied by Holx. : 
Ihe King deſcended frequently from the dis- 
nity of his character, and Count Bernſtorf, who 
Was alone able to reſtrain him within the bounds 


of propriety, every day loſt his influence, while, 


on the other hand, the Queen was rendered fatally 
unſuſpicious by the goodneſs of her heart, and the 
vivacity of her diſpoſition prevented her foreſee- 
ing the conſequences of a conduct not always ſo 
prudent as her fituation required. Holk, how 
ever, by degrees loſt the favour of the King, and 
His fall marked the approaching ruin of bis party. 
His place Was given to Brandt; ſoon after which, 

the 
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the King retired to Hirſcholm, a feat within two 


miles of Copenhagen, accompanied only by the 
Queen and thoſe in her intereſt. 


The Count de Bernſtort, though unable to con- 


ceal, even from himſelf, the lofs of his influence 


with the King, relied upon the favourable opi- 
nion of the public, and refolved rather to await 
in tranquillity the blow which menaced him, than 
do anticipate his fate by retiring. Ile was not 
long ſuffered to remain in ſuſpenſe. White he 
Was labouring for the welfare of his country, he 
received notice of his diſmiſſion from the King. 
The firſt fenfation was painful, but, recovering 
himfelf, 1 have received my diſmiſſion, faid 


he to the only one of his domeſtics who was pre- 


ſent; and then, raiſing his eyes wet with tears 
to Lis, uttered this ſhort prayer: 60 * Great 


God, fave this country and its King.” 


Thus Denmark loſt an active, laborious, and 5 
zealous miniſter, after whoſe fall the other mem- 
bers of the adminiſtration were ſoon diſmiſſed, 
amd their places given to the friends of the Queen 
and Struenzee. The Count de Rantzau, General 
Göhler, and the Baron Schak Ratlau, were ad- 
mitted into the council of State; but the latter, . 
being diſpleaſed with ſome innovations, ſoon re- 
tired to his own eſtates. The Count de Schim- 


melman alone, having had the precaution to make 


no > declaration of his party, and the prudence BY 
retire. 
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retire to Hambourg, during the dangerous mo- 
ment, avoided the common fate of miniſters. 
He was appointed miniſter for foreign affairs, and, 
in order to leave the court of Ruſſia no opportu- 
nity for intrigue, it was notified to all the em- 
baſſadors that they muſt in future addreſs them- 
ſelves immediately to the King. This meaſure, 
of which the motive was very apparent, was high- 
ly reſented by the Ruſſian miniſter, who uttered 
public menaces on the part of his court, and im- 
mediately diſpatched a courier with the news. 
In the mean time, Mr. de Warenſtit, on behalf 
of the King, had informed the Empreſs of the 
change in the adminiſtration; and the court of 
Ruſha, notwithſtanding the menaces of the mini- 
me, reſolved not to interfere with the affair. 
The Queen Dowager, remaining in retirement 
at Friedenſbourg, a quiet ſpectator of theſe trans- . 
actions, expreſſed her compaſſion and goodwill 
towards all thoſe who luffered by the ſucceſs of 
the new miniſtry. 1 1 55 
Alt length the triumph of the young Queen was 
complete; the King treated her with all the ad. 
fection ſhe deſerved, and beſtowed his conſidence 
on Struenzee. During the public tranquillity 
which followed this revolution, no endeavours 
were ſpared to enſure its continuance. Struenzec, 
_ whoſe ambitious views extended to the poſſeſſion 
| of the whole Roya! authority, perceived that his 


purpos = 
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purpoſe could only be effected by concentrating 
the power in one point, which point ſhould be 
the perſon of the King. He therefore, endea- 
voured to remove him from all ſociety; and 
Brandt was intruſted with the care of providing 
amuſements for the continual occupation of his 
time. A mode of life ſo agreeable to the King 
_ confirmed the influence of Struenzee, and facili- 
tated a meaſure more cflential than any hitherto 
effected, the reſolution of the King not to tranſact 5 
buſineſs perſonally with his Winder „ 
The year 1770 concluded with a remarkable. 
event, which entirely changed the form of govern- 
ment, and rendered the power of the young 
Queen and her miniſter entirely abſolute. On 
the 27th of November, an act ſigned by the King 
diflolved the council of ſtate, nd a commiſſion 
of ſecret conference was adopted in its ſtead, com- 
poſed of the chiefs of the different depart: ents, 
and endued with a very limited ſhare of authori- 
ty. The members were forbid to afiemble, cx. 
cept at ſtated times, and being without title, ank, 
emoluments, or influence, N be dilmiſſed 


without trouble, whenever occalion ſhould ren- 


der it neceſſary. But the council now diffoly ed 
had always claimed the firſt rank in the ſtate af. 
ter the King, and in the celebrated revolution 
under Frederic the Third, had obtained the diſ- 
tinguiſhing privilege of exerciſing, during a mi- 
Bority, the powers of the Ns me conjointly 


*. ich : 
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with the guardians of the young King. Even the 
humiliating change of 1660 had left the powers 
of this body entire, which was regarded in ſome 
meaſure as repreſenting the nation, and exerciſ- 
ing the office of a mediator between the laws 
and the royal power. IS 

The right of ſitting at this council was in the 
Daniſh noblilty, who. therefore, conſidered the 
diſſolution of it as an infraction of their privi- 
leges, and from that moment reſolved upon the 
deſtruction of Struenzee. The ſame ſentiments 
animated the Count de Rantzau, who, with his 
| ſeat at this board, loſt all his influence and credit. 
Struenzee, in the mean time, took farther mea- 
ſures for the eſtabliſhment of his authority, and 
perſuaded the King to entruſt the whole labour 
of the cabinet to him. Secretary Panning, who 
had been appointed by the influence of the court 
of Ruſſia, was diſmiſſed, as was Mr. de Warn- 
ſtädt, who had betrayed himſelf by ſome impru- 
dent converſations. By degrees, all the old mini- 
ters were removed, and the whole form of the 
Daniſh government was changed, all buſineſꝭ be- 
ing tranſacted in the name of the King, by thofe 
immediately about his perſon. Thus, in the ſpace 
of a few months, was a revolution completely 
effected by a youthful Queen, a man of obſcure 
birth, and ſome young perſons, who before were 
without reſpect or r credit. KD 


But 
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But the deſtiny of Denmark, thus entirely en- 
truſted to Struenzee, did not long remain in 
his power. During his ſhort and diſturbed reign, 
his conduct was unequal; and that courage, 
which, at the commencement of an ambitious 
deſign, ſeemed to border even upon raſhneſs, 
ſunk into puſillanimity when his meaſures were 
oppoſed. The war in which Ruſſia was engaged 
with the Turks, the luxury which prevailed at 
that court, and the interior troubles of the coun- 
try, ſecured him, however, from the dread of 
the Empreſs's menaces, and his conſidence was 
confirmed by the favour of the miniſters of Swe- 
den and Ruſſia. on 

If his arrangements with foreign courts ſeem 
to have been dictated by ſound ae his plans 
for the interior adminiſtration were not leſs ſkil- 
ful, and prove him to have poſſeſſed a very re- 


marzkable talent at combination; but his ambi- 


tion and his fears perverted 2d overpow ered 
thoſe abilities which might otherwiſe have con- 
tributed to the welfare of Denmark. 
Struenzee meditated a reform in the manage 


ment of the ſinances, which, if entruſted entirely 5 


to one office, would be more eaſily reviewed by 
the King. He projected the diminution of ſe— 
veral impoſts, the payment of rents in ready mo- 
ney, the ſuppreſſion of thoſe manufactures which 
were unfuitable to the climate and the ſoil, the 


 retrenchment 
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retrenchment of uſeleſs penſions, and the en- 
couragement of agricultural labours. He wiſhed 
alſo to regulate the adminiſtration of juſtice, di- 
miniſh the number of proceedings, and of courts, 
reform the wi and improve, v. ithout encreaſ- 
ing, the navy. 5 
| But his great object was to humble the nobili- 
ty, by keeping them at a diſtance from the capi- 
tal, and by taking from them their hereditary 
dlaim to offices. In the execution of his ſcheme 
he did not perceive that the nobles, finding their 
privileges every day attacked, had already enter- 
ed into a league for his deſtruction. 
Hlis deſign of improving the ſtate of the ſinances 
induced him to adopt a new plan of economy 
for the court and government. Courtiers were 
diſmiſſed, penſions retrenched, and the number 
of ſervants, both in the royal palace and ſtables, 
conſiderably diminiſhed. The grand Marſhal | 
Moltke, ſeveral ladies, and many pages received 
their diſcharge ; the profits of the Chancery were 
brought into the royal coffers ; the colleges of 
admiralty, exciſe, and commerce, were aboliſhed ; 
and commiſſions eſtabliſhed in their ſtead. 
An order of cabinet, ſigned on the 3d of April, 
1771, diſmiſſed the magiſtrates of Copenhagen“, 
and the aſſembly of thirty-two, e in 
the room of the former, two burgomaſters. The 
priy ileges of the foreign miriſters“ were eanfde. 


They were reſtored in 1772. 


rably 
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rably altered, the horſe- guards were diſcharged, 
and their duty aſſigned to three hundred dra- 


goons; meaſures 'by which a great number of 


perſons were deprived of ſubſiſtence. 


His ſcheme for aboliſhing the perſonal ſervices 
of the peaſants, and permitting them to hire 
their lands at certain rents, was ſtrenuouſly op- 

poſed by the nobility, and was, therefore, relin- 
quiſhed by Struenzee, though propoſed o be 


tried at firſt only upon the crown eſtates. | 


Schumacker, the ſecretary to the cabinet, a 5 
man of known probity and talents, was diſmiſſed 
from his office by Struenzee, and the whole king- 

dom was ſhocked at an act ſo deſpotic and un- 


ſeaſonable, the ſecretary having always appeared 
contented with his ſituation, and by no means 


addicted to intrigue. Struenzee had, bowever, 
a reaſon for his conduct, with which very few 
were acquainted. All the orders for the changes 

effected by this miniſter were ſettled in the ca- 
binet of the King, and ſent from thence im- 
85 mediately to the ſeveral departments, it being 

thought neceſſary to keep them ſecret till the 
moment when they were to be put in execution. 
A clerk, implicitly truſted by Schumacker, and 
employ ed by him in oſſicial concerns, gave notice 


of theſe orders, which were found to be publicly 
known even before they were delivered irom the 
cabinet. A long ſearch diſcovered the offender, 

| who was puniſhed, and diſmiſſed. 


The ſecre — 7 
tary, => 
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tary, alſo, loſt his office, and was obliged 0 de- 
Irver up all his papers. 

Ihe recall of the Count de St. Germain, ano- 
ther meafure of Struenzee, was attributed to an 
intention of placing him in the military depart- 
ment, as a counterpoize to the authority of the 
Count de Rantzau. But Struenzee had other 
views. The Count de St. Germain bad enjoyed 
fince his diſmiſſion a penſion of 7,00 crowns, = 
part of which it was believed he would be willing 
to refign rather than appear again in Denmark. 
His return to Copenhagen was therefore unex- 
pected, and, though he was rewarded with ho- 
nours, he was not entruſted with employment. 
Struenzee had no other reſource than to conci- 
Hate his friendſhip ; and the Count was the only. 

knight of the order of the Elephant created by 
: 00 court during his adminiſtration. 
In the fame year, 1771, the order of Matilda 
was inſtituted upon the birth-day of the King, 
and was beſtowed only upon perſons in very 
particular favour. Upon this occaſion, the Ba. 
ron de Schimmciman gave a very ſuperb icte in 
his palace, at which the young Oo Was Pre. 
ſent with her uſual ſuite. 

Upon the firſt appearance of fine weather, the 
court ſet out for Hirſcholm, accompanied by 
Brandt, the 'Phylician Berger, and ſome confi- 

1 | dentia! 
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dential perſons, who were ordered to be conti- 
nually about the King, and to alienate him from 
all thoſe who were ſuſpected. The King became 


every day more indifferent not only to public at- 


fairs, but the concerns of the court; he paſſed 


His time in perpetual amuſements ; and his mtel- 
Joectual faculties appeared to become weaker and 
weaker. Monheur and Madame de Göhler, Ma- 

dame de Schimmelman, the lady of honour Deu- 
den, and Colonel Falkenſchiold, compoſed the 


uſual fociety of the Queen. Struenzee divided 


his time between official buſineſs, and the care of 


the Prince Royal's education. Of his brothers, 


the elder, well known by an excellent treatiſe ; 
upon the fortifications, obtained a poſt 3 in the 


new college of finances, and the Tong: in the 
military department. 


On the 7th of July, 1771, the en Was 
delivered of 2 Princeſs, who was baptized by the 
name of Louiſa Auguſta, Matilda was not ig- 
norant of the injurious reports raiſed by her ene- 
mies; and theſe were the more diſtreſſing, as 


they were ſaid to originate at Friedenſbourg. She 


tought conſolation in the friendſhip of Mademoi- 
{ele Deuben, and from her received aſſurances ot 
the good intentions of Queen Julia, of which her 


| Kindneſs in becoming the godmother of the Prin- 


ceſs ſeemed a ſuſſicient proof. The Queen, though 
ſomewhat ſoothed by theſe endeavours, could nor 

conquer her fears of the uſe which might be made 
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of ſuch reports, in wreſting the authority from 
her hands; and Struenzee, to whom ſhe impart- 
cd her uncaſineſs, regulated his conduct in conſe- 
quence. By degrees the rumours ceaſed, tran- 
quillity was once more reſtored to Hirſcholm, and 
every thing went on as before. 
At this period, Sir Robert Keith, the new mi- 
niſter from England, arrived at Copenhagen. 
Struenzee, blinded by his fortune, but ill 
more by his unlimited ambition, was deſirous of 
adding to the real power which he exerciſed, the 
honour of inrolling his name amongſt the firſt 
nobility of Denmark. He was ennobled with _ 
the rank of Count, a title unequal to his wiſhes, 
and from which he aſpired to ſome diſtinction 
' ſuitable to the conſequence he enjoyed. There 
being then no title exactly expreſſive of his ſitua- 


tion, the new one of Privy Counſellor of the Cabi- 


net was invented and beſtowed upon him, toge- 
ther with a degree of power, which, like the 
title, was without a precedent. He was autho- 
riſed to expreſs in writing, in what manner he 
| ſhould judge moſt convenient, the orders which 


he received perſonally from the mouth of the 


King, and to ſend them to the different depart- 
ments, ſanctioned by the ſeal of the cabinet, in- 
ſtead of the ſignature of his Majeſty. - An ordi- 
nance ſigned by the King with his own hand, en- 
joined all the departments to pay reſpect to theſe 
orders, of which an extract was ſhewn to him 

5 every . 
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every Saturday by Struenzee. The concurrence 
of the King, thus obtained to the orders iſſued in 
the courſe of the week, was conſidered as a ſanc- 
tion equal to his actual ſignature. 


The ſituation of a young Monarch, betrayed 


into a conduct ſo unuſual, raiſes our pity, while 


the abuſe of his confidence excites our contempt. 


of the favourite, whoſe meaſures tended to the 


deſtruction of an authority, which, by a more 
prudent uſe of circumſtances, he might have en- 
joyed for ſeveral years. If he had continued the 
uſe of the King's ſignature, and ſhown more re- 
| ſpect for the privileges of the nobility in parti- 
_ cular, and of the nation in general, Struenzee 
might have reigned under the protection of the 
Queen, and have defied the efforts of a party, 
who ſought and obtained the poſſeſſion of his 
power. But his ambition, which rendered him 
diſcontented with all his acquirements, prefled 


him forward to an inſupportable degree of exal- 


tation; and the momentary glory of his reign 5 
was concluded by a cruel puniſhment, and by 
che fall of a young Queen, whole virtues deſerved | 


A better fate. 


Ihe unbounded liberty of che preſs, introduced 
by Struenzee, with a view of diſcovering the ſen 
timents of the nation concerning the actual go- 
vernment, was a formidable weapon in the hands 


of his adverſaries, who uſed it to exhibit an ag- 


gray ated picture of Lis faults, to point out 5 


ambitious 


4 
ambitious part of his character, his abuſe of the 
King's confidence, and to revive the injurious 
reports before circulated againſt the Queen. The 
abuſe of this privilege at length proceeded ſo 
far, that it became neceſſary entirely to retract 
it; rewards were promiſed for the diſcovery of 
the authors of theſe writings, and the moſt rigo- 
rous puniſhments. were denounced againſt thoſe 
who ſhould in future write any thing againſt the 
King, the Queen, or the miniſter. This mea- 
| ſure, by which the writers of the oppoſite party 
were intimidated, and ſilenced, was adopted too 
late for the reputation, or ſafety of Struenzee. 
The minds of the people, once incenſed, conti- 
nued to be agitated; his friends became cool; 
thoſe who remained attached to him were ren- 
dered diffident, and the populace were accuſtom- | 
ed to deſpiſe his authority and name. At this 
critical moment, the courage, which he had fo 
much occaſion to te appeared entirely to 


5 abandon him. 


Towards the end of October, three hundred | 
ſailors arrived from Norway, to be employed in 
an expedition againſt Algiers, and, according to 
cuſtom, their pay was withheld till the moment 

of embarkation. - A ſtay. of fix weeks at Copen 
hagen, without employment, or pay, reduced 
theſe poor people to a ſtate of beggary, from 
which the government refuſed to releaſe them. 
Thus driven to deſperation, a large party ſet = 
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Hirſcholm, after having notified that they went 
to ſeek relief, or revenge. When the news of 


the revolt arrived at Hirſcholm, the King and 
Qaueen were out on a hunting party, and an ad- 
| Jutant-general went to meet the ſailors, who de- 
cCalared that they came © to ſpeak to their father, 
from whom they expected relief.” A party 
of dragoons was then ordered to advance, upon 
Which the failors produced arms, and ſhewed 
| themſelves prepared to repel force by force. The 
officer endeavoured to appeaſe them; and their 
| ſhort, but herce, ſtatement of grievances pro- 
cured a promiſe of redreſs, by which they were 
induced to return to the city. The law, how- 
ever was not repealed, but Vice Admiral Rüh- 
mor, the commander of the ſquadron, who had 
certainly done his duty, received his diſmiſſion. 
Buy this conduct, which was equally imprudent 
and unjuſt, the ſailors were induced to ſuppoſe 
their conduct was approved, and were encouraged 
to new violences. The labours of the dock-yard 
ceaſed ; all ſorts of diſorders were committed, 
and an amendment of their condition was de- 
manded with threats, by which the court was 


much alarmed.” Struenzee, dreading the conſe- 


- quences of a diſturbance, by which the whole 
nation might be inflamed, applied himſelf very 
aſſiduouſly to the ſuppreſſion of it, and, as one 
of the moſt effectual methods of quelling the 


diſcontents, he gave a magnificent fete at Fre- 


. „ Aenne, 


„ 


derickſbourg, a royal ſeat within half a quarter 
of a league of Copenhagen. The failors, after 
being thus diverted and pleaſed, returned tran- 
<quilly to their homes, and were afterwards em- 
barked. But the cloud was by no means diſſi- 
pated; and the fear which Struenzee diſcovered 
upon this occafion encouraged his enemies to aim 
ſerioufly at his — and that of his pro- 95 
_ tectreſs. 
Their plans were, however, arranged with pru- 
_ dence, and, at preſent, operated only in gaining 
the conkdence of the nation, by rendering Struen- 
zee ſuſpected, and in diſcovering thoſe amongſt 
the enemies of the reigning party, who were 
moſt proper to be employed againſt him. The 
old Count de Tott, Count Oaten, and the Count 
de Rantzau were ſelected for this purpoſe. The 
natural irreſolution and inconſtancy of the latter 
was well known, but his perſonal enmity to 
Struenzee, and his increaſing diſlike of the ac- 
tual government, ſeemed to render him a ſuitable 
inſtrument of their vengeance. Of theſe arrange- 
ments, notwithſtanding the ſecrecy which was 
obſerved, ſome notice tranſpired to Struenzee, 
whoſe fears were increaſed by a falſe report of a 
deſign againſt his life, by which he was induced 
to throw himſelf at the feet of the Queen, ex- 
preſſing all his gratitude, attachment and con- 
cern, and beſeeching her inſtantly to permit him 
to retire from a country and a court, where he 


„ 
ſaw himſelf jurrounded with enemies, and where 
the general diſcontent appeared ready to diſcharge 
itſelf upon him. He repreſented to the Queen 
her own danger in perſiſting to protect him 
againſt enemies, of whom the number increaſed 
every inſtant, and upon whoſe ſucceſs ſhe could 
have no reaſon. to expect protection from the 
King. The Queen denied his requeſt, and Stru- 
enzee, tremblingly, was obliged t to fear never 
to make it again. 
The contrary party carefully obſerved every. YN 
thing that paſſed at Hirſcholm, and were ready | 
to profit by the moſt trifling circumſtances which 
occurred. The three hundred dragoons, com- 
manded by Mr. de Munſen, by whom the horſe- 
guards were replaced, were every where ſtationed 
around the palace, to the ſurprize of the Danes, 
who had never yet ſeen their Kings guarded with 
ſuch precaution in the country. The Norwegian 
ſailors were haſtily ſent home; thoſe who were 
before deſpiſed were now treated with kindneſs, 
and every meaſure was uſed to gain the populace | 
of the capital. . 
In this dilemma Struenzce doubted not that 
his power and perſonal influence would be ſuffi- 
cient to protect him, as long as he could reſtrain 
his enemies from all communication with the 
King, whom he knew too well to believe capable 
of loving any perſon, and whoſe favour was only 
the effect of fear, or of undye ſubjection. 50 
eee, prolonged. the ſtay of the court at 
Y 3 Hirſcholm. 
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Mirſcholm, and appointed confidential perſons, 
of whom the Count de Brandt was the chief, to 
be continually about the perſon of the King. 
Having taken theſe meaſures for ſecuring his 
influence at court, Struenzee applied himſelf to 
officia! buſineſs, the burden of which, now be- 
come too heavy for his oppreſſed ſpirits, he en- 
dexvoured, in vain, to ſhare with his brother, by 
placing him at the head of the department of 
finances. The alterations made by Struenzee in 
the police of Copenhagen, which he endeavoured 


to render ſimilar to that of Paris, furniſhed his 


enemies with another opportunity of rendering 
him odious to the burgeſſes and people of the 
capital. The plan, which was in ſome reſpects a 
good one, and which was ſuitable enough to the 
manners of a people addicted to pleaſure, was 
diſagreeable to the tranquil and phlegmatic inha- 
bitants of Copenhagen, who looked with hor- 
ror upon the laxity of the new regulations, as 
dangerous to the morals of the people. | 
At length, the ſeaſon arrived when it became 
impoſlible to remain any longer in the country; 
but the Queen and Struenzee dreaded to enter 
the capital, where the court of Friedenſbourg 
was already arrived. They, therefore, perſuaded 
the King to paſs a few days at Friedrikſberg, a 
| ſmall caſtle at the gates of Copenhagen, being 
deſirous, before they entered a place where their 
enemies were alſembled together, to know the 
ſucceſs 
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ſucceſs of an undertaking, which they hoped 
would contribute conſiderably to their ſafety. It 


was propoſed to break the regiment of foot- 


guards, the ſoldiers of which they had ſome rea- 


ſon to diſtruſt. The reſolution was taken on the 


21ſt of November, and executed two days after- 
Wards. 
Ihe companies being aſſembled, an officer an- 


nounced to them the intention of the King, ac- 


cording to which the regiment was to be broke, 
and the ſoldiers incorporated in other battalions. 


A general murmur, which ran from rank to rank, 
ſoon roſe into loud cries, and the ſoldiers de- 


manded, either a formal diſmiſſion, or the eſta- 


bliſhment of a new corps, in which all ſhould be 
received without exception. Their officers in 
vain endeavoured to repreſent to them the neceſ- 
ſity of obeying the King's orders; neither per- 
ſuaſion, nor menaces, could prevent their quit- 
ting their ranks and diſbanding. - They drew. 
their {words upon the guards, who were brought 


forward to ſeize them ; blood began to flow on 


all ſides, and the alarm and terror became gene- 
ral. Other guards were brought from a diſtance "eg 

4 new conflict enſued, and a ſmall number of the 

diſcontented were obliged to ſurrender, while 
one company, which eſcaped, flew to the North- 


gate, and, having forced the guard, proceeded 


directly to Friedrikſberg, and the others ran to 
the caſtle, where they intrenched themſelves in 
the guard-houſe. Struenzee, to whom an expreſs _ 


Was 
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was ſent by che commandant, received the in- 
telligence with conſternation, but perceived that, 
at this critical moment, peace could only be re- 
ſtored by very mild meaſures; and, therefore, 
ſent an officer with an order of the cabinet, which 
promiſed all that was demanded by the revolters. 
The officer was received with tumultuous ſhouts, 
and the ſoldiers, declaring their intention of 
ſpeaking with the King, continued to advance, 
notwithſtanding the appearance of a guard under 
arms, whom they ſhewed themſelves very well 
prepared to reſiſt. The commander of this guard, 
and the officer, who bore the order of the cabi- 
net, at length perſuaded the revolters to return 
to Copenhagen, where they Joined their com- 
rades at the caſtle, 
| Encouraged by the coneeflions which had been 
made, but not ſatisfied with the ſimple promiſe 
of a diſmiſſion, the whole body took an oath of 
reciprocal engagement; and each man ſolemnly 
bound himſelf rather to die than abandon his 
companions. Three regiments of infantry, and 
two ſquadrons of horſe, drawn up round the 
caſtle, did not deter them from their deſign. 
Their own officers alone were permitted to ap- 
proach them, and, after a negociation, which 
laſted during the whole day and part of the fol- 
lowing night, they obtained what they demanded, 
and gave up their arms about one in the morn- 
ing. Each man received his diſcharge, ſigned 
by the King“ s own hand, with a preſent of three | 
crowns, 
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crowns, and of his full uniform. They then ſe- 
parated, and the reſt of the night paſſed tran» 
quilly. The next morning, at break of day, 
about four hundred of theſe, after traverſing the 
city in good order, and bidding adicu in a ten- 
der manner to their fellow citizens, ſet out for 
their homes. Their departure made a great im- 


preſſion upon the people, who began to aſſemble 


on all ſides, while the burgeſles threw money to 
the ſoldiers, and the Norwegian failors, running 
about the city, began to talk of vengeance. The 
minds of the people were thus rouſed, and no- 
thing was heard on all ſides, but ſhouts, oaths, 
and menaces, General Gude, commandant of 
the city, who, with ſeveral officers, endeavoured 
to diſperſe the populace, was thrown from his 
| horſe, and drawn through the mud; many offi- 
cers and ſoldiers were ill-treated, and ſome were 
wounded. But the diſmiſſed ſoldiers quietly left 
the city without taking any part in theſe riots, 
which continued during the whole day after their 
departure. 15 
This terrible ſcene increaſed the fears aud irre- 
ſolution of Struenzee, whoſe ſituation now be- 
came more and more critical. The Engliſh mini- 
fer, from whom nothing eſcaped, foreſaw the 
approaching fall of the favourite, and his uneaſi- 
neſs for the young Queen induced him to preſs 
che diſmiſhon, of which Struenzec himſelf was 
deſirous. Believing that the want of money 5 
alone whe 'ented his departure, he offered him a 
ſufficient 
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was ſent by the commandant, received the in- 
telligence with conſternation, but perceived that, 
at this critical moment, peace could only be re- 
| ſtored by very mild meaſures; and, therefore, 
| ſent an officer with an order of the cabinet, which 
promiſed all that was demanded by the revolters. 
'The officer was received with tumultuous ſhouts, 
and the ſoldiers, declaring their intention of 
| ſpeaking with the King, continued to advance, 
notwithſtanding the appearance of a guard under 
arms, whom they ſhewed themſelves very well 
Prepared to reſiſt, The commander of this guard, 
and the officer, who bore the order of the cabi- 
net, at length perſuaded the revolters to return 
to copenhagen, where they joined their com- 
rades at the caſtle. 
Encouraged by the conceſſions which had been : 
made, but not ſatisfied with the ſimple promiſe 
of a diſmiſſion, the whole body took an oath of 


rreciprocal engagement; and each man ſolemnly 


bound himſelf rather to die than abandon his 
companions. Three regiments of infantry, and 
two ſquadrons of horſe, drawn up round the 
caſtle, did not deter them from their deſign. 
Their own officers alone were permitted to ap- 
proach them, and, after a negociation, which 
laſted during the whole day and part of the fol- 


lowing night, they obtained what they demanded, 


and gave up their arms about one in the morn- 
ing. Each man received his diſcharge, ſigned 
by the SG: s own hand, un. a preſent of three 

| crowns, 


„ 
crowns, and of his full uniform. They then ſe- 


parated, and the reſt of the night paſſed tran» 
quilly. The next morning, at break of day, 


about four hundred of theſe, after traverſing the 
city in good order, and bidding adicu in a ten- 
der manner to their fellow citizens, ſet out for 


their homes. Their departure made a great im- 


preſſion upon the people, who began to aſſemble 


on all ſides, while the burgeſſes threw money to 
the ſoldiers, and the Norwegian failors, running 


about the city, began to talk of vengeance, The 
minds of the people were thus rouſed, and no- 
thing was heard on all ſides, but ſhouts, oaths, 
and menaces, General Gude, commandant of 
the city, who, with ſeveral officers, endeavoured 


to diſperſe the populace, was thrown from his 


| horſe, and drawn through the mud; many offi- 

cers and ſoldiers were ill-treated, and ſome were 

wounded. But the diſmiſſed ſoldiers quietly left 
the city without taking any part in theſe riots, 


which continued during the Whale Gay after their 
= departure. 5 


This terrible ſcene increaſed the 325 and irre- 
8 ſolution of Struenzee, whoſe ſituation now be- 
came more and more critical, The Engliſh mini- 

leer, from whom nothing eſcaped, foreſaw the 


approaching fall of the favourite, and his uneaſi- 


neſs for the young Queen induced him to preſs 
che diſmiſſion, of which Struenzec himſelf was 
deſirous. Believing that the want of money 


alone prev 'ented his departure, he offered him a 


ſuflicient - 
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ſufficient ſum; but the Queen oppoſed this ſtep 
in the frongelt manner, from an apprehenſion 
that his adverſaries would immediately obtain poſ- 
ſeſſion of the King and of the royal authority. 
gStruenzee, in the mean time, perceived the ne- 
ceſſity of concealing his fears from his enemies, 
and of attending to all their meaſures. He, there- 
fore, thought the King's return to his reſidence 
ſhould be no longer delayed; and the Queen, 
though impreſſed with a pre/entiment of the dread- 
ful fate, which awaited her, yielded to his reite. 
rated intreaties, and reſolved to return to Copen- 
hagen. Aware, however, of the danger to be ap- 
prehended from a new revolt, Struenzee took all 
poſſible meaſures for his ſecurity. The guards at 
the caſtle and arſenal were doubled; cannon was 
z placed in ſeveral parts; and 6,000 cartridges were 
_ diſtributed to each regiment ; precautions, which 
| had a bad effe, by warning the public that he 
who uſed them was conſcious of having injured 
the people againſt whom they were uſed. The 
royal authority fell into contempt, and the oreat 
influence of Struenzee ſeemed a dream which was 
ſpeedily about to vaniſh, 

Atlength, every thing concurred to promote the 
ſucceſs of the ſchemes projected againſt the young 
Queen. The party of her enemies was ſtrength- 7 
ened by the addition of a man, who had ſworn an 

eternal 


e 
eternal hatred to Struenzee, and reſolved to re- 
verge himſelf at any rate for the refuſal of an 
oſlice to one of his friends. This was Colonel 
K.... ., the commander of one of the regiments 
in garriſon at Copenhagen, a man, whoſe ap- 
pros ed courage, firm mind, and ambitious ſpirit, 
qualified him for a great undertaking, and whoſe 
_ enmity to Struenzee was ſuch, that he volunta. 
rily offered his ſervices to the party. They alſo 
aſſured themſelves of the Count de Rantzau, and 
of Colonel Eichſtadt, commander of the dragoons, 
whoſe aſſiſtance was the more neceſſary, as they : 
could not rely upon the chief of the other regi- 
ments, moſt of whom had received their 17 55 


from the kindneſs of Struenzee. 


The moment now approached, which was to 
conclude the reign of the unfortunate wife of 


Chriſtian VII. whoſe power and influence had 


been envied from her ſirſt arrival in the kingdom. 

That the attempt, however, might not be made 
before its ſucceſs was enſured, every method was 
uſed to leſſen the attachment of thoſe nobles, who 
adhered to the Queen, and to increaſe the hatred. 
of the nation for Struenzee. At length, the 17th 
of January was fixed upon for a cataſtrophe, 
which was to leparate the King for ever from his 

wife, and to give the death blow to the maternal 


heart of a young Qucen, by taking from her 


hs every Tug” the held moſt dear in the world. 
This : 
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This was thought necefary for the honour f the na. 
tion and the welfare of the kingdom. 
A ball which was given at court facilitated the 
execution of the deſign. On the 17th, before 
day, the inhabitants of Copenhagen heard with 


terror and aſtoniſhment that Queen Matilda, | 


Count Struenzee, his brother, the deputy of the 
linances, Count de Brandt, and all their friends 


had been arreſted during the night, A day had 


been choſen, on which the caſtle and its environs 
was guarded by the regiment of Colonel Köller. 


1 Thegroung Queen having, with her uſual vivacity, 


part box of the pleaſures of the dance, of which 
the was very fond, concluded the ball at one 
o'clock in the morning with Prince Frederic. : 
At three the ſound of the clock gave the ap- 
pointed ſignal, and a dead filence reigned over the 


caſtle, when Köller, running to the different ” 


guardhouſes, conducted all the officers into the 
inmoſt part of the caſtle, and there declared to 
them that he had the King's orders to arreſt the 
Queen. He ordered them to follow him; and 
the importance of the order, the authoritative 
manner of their chief, his coolneſs, and the 


ſerene air, with which he ſpoke, fo overcame _ 


theſe officers, that no one thought of deſiring to 


ſee the order, a requeſt which would have expoſed 


the whole plan. But Köller was equally ſucceſs- 
ful and enterpriſing. The officers followed: him 
e 
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to therendezvous, and, in the mean time, Colonel 
_ Eichſtidt put his dragoons under arms, and drew 


them up round the caſtle. 


From thence Rantzau went to the apartment of 
the King, and undrew the curtains with a noiſe 
which awakened and alarmed his Majeſty, who 
was not ſuffered to recover his ſenſes before he 
was told that his perſon, and his kingdom were 


in danger. Whither ſhall we fly? What can be 5 


© done?” faid the King with agitation. © Aſſiſt 
„ me. Adviſe me.” © Sign this,” ſaid Rantzau, 
* this will ſave my King, "he Royal Family, and 
the whole kingdom. The King took the pen, 
hut threw it away when he perceived the name of 
Matilda. At length he yielded to perſuaſion, and 
Rantzau went to execute the fatal order. 
Colonel Köller, who was charged to arreft Stru- 
enzee, was already in his chamber, without wait- 
ing for the order ſigned by the King. Heleft the 
_ officers by whom he was accompanied in the anti- 
chamber, and went alone to the miniſter, who, 
terrified by the noiſe and by the appearance of 
Köller, demanded tremblingly what was the occa- 
| hon ofa viſit at ſo unſuitable an hour? © Of that,” 


faid Köller, "you will ſoon be informed. Riſe . 


“ immediately.” He then ſeized him by the 

throat, and ſhook him violently. Struenzee loſt TT 

all courage, and yielding himſelf cafily to the 

_ efforts of this ſingle man, was conducted with 
his friends to the citadel, and ſecured in a dun- 

geon. 
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geon. If the unhappy miniſter, by reſiſting 
Köller, had obliged the officers to enter into his 
chamber, and in their preſence had demanded a 
ſight of the King's order, his enemy would, per- 

| haps, have fallen a victim to the raſhneſs of his 
own undertaking. 
Ihe elder brother of Siruenzee; the Count de 
Brandt, General Göhler and his wife, Colonel 
Falkenſchiold, General Gude commandant of the 
city, the Baron de Bolouw, Zoga, the Secretary 
of State, and ſome others, were ſeparately com- 
mitted in priſon. . 
Count Rantzau and Colonel Fichſtädt, went 
with ſome officers to the apartment of the Queen, 
who, alarmed by the noiſe in her anti-chamber, 
called her women, and in the paleneſs of their 


ceountenances read their fear. She enquired what 


had happened, and was at length told that Count 


Rantzau, in her anti-chamber, demanded to 


ſpeak with her on the part of the King. She ex- 

preſſed in the moſt lamentable manner her grief, 
her apprehenſion that ſhe was betrayed and ruined, 
and her reſignation. Then, acquiring fortitude, 
| ſhe went, half dreſſed to Rantzau, who read the 
order of the King, which ſhe heard with firmne(s 
and without interupting him. Being ſtill unable 


to give credit to it, ſhe read it herſelf, "without be- 


traying any mark of fear, and Rantzau intreated 
her obedience to the order. « An order,” faid 
925 „ We 
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ſhe, of which, perhaps, the King himſelf knows 
0 nothing: or which has been obtained from his i 
« weakneſs by the moſt horrid per fidy. No: to 
„ ſuch orders a Queen gives no obedience.” _ 
Rantzau, with a ſevere air, rephed, that his 
commiſſion would permit no delay. © No ſuch 
order,“ ſaid ſhe, © ſhall be executed againſt 
my perſon before I have ſpoken to the King; 
let me go—l muſt, I will ſpeak to him.” At 
theſe words ſhe advanced towards the door, but 
Was withheld by Rantzau, who changed his in- 
| treaties into menaces. Wretch,” ſaid ſhe, 
< 1s this the manner of a ſubject to his Queen?“ 
The fierce and irritated Rantzau gave a ſigniſi- 
cant look to his officers, of whom one, more dar- 
ing than the reſt, advanced towards the Queen. 
She tore herſelf from his hands, and called loudly 


for help, but no perſon came. At length, being 
alone and defenceleſs, in the midſt of armed 


men, this unhappy princeſs, tranſported with 


rage, ran to a window, and would' have pre- 


cipitated herſelf from it but ſhe was with- 
held. They endeavoured to carry her away, and, 
ſhe defended herſelf till her ſtrength and recol- 


5 lection failed. When ſhe recovered herſelf and 


perceived no means of eſcaping, ſhe yielded, and 


Was allowed time for dreſſing, after which ſhe 


was conducted to the carriage which took her to 
the, Caltle of enen 


The = 


TW 
The news of this revolution being ſpread _ 
abroad, the Queen Dowager, with her ſon Prince 
Frederic, appeared in a balcony, and the multi- 
tude aſſembled before the caſtle faluted them with 
cries of © Long live Queen Julia—Long Hve 

“ Prince Frederic,“ while a deadly filence reign- 
ed over the reſt of the city. At noon, the King, 
ina gala habit, accompanied by Prince Frederic, 
went in the ſtate coach through the principal 
ſtreets of Copenhagen, Some perfons prepared | 
to unharneſs the horſes and draw the carriage, 
but Prince Frederic fi ignified that the King did 
not wiſh it. | 
D.uring this time Queen Julia gave 2 5885 8 
and expreſſed © how much ſhe was hurt at being 
„ obliged to uſe meaſures ſo violent and repug- 
. nant to her diſpoſition, but the welfare of the 
kingdom, and the ſafety of the King's perſon, 
„ rendered them neceflary.” At night the 
whole city was illuminated; on the Sunday fol- 
lowing thanks were returned to heaven for the 


happy revolution which had ſaved the ſtate and 


church, and, in the courſe of the week, the the- 
tre reſounded with the praiſes of thoſe, who had _ 
changed the form of government. 
All thoſe who had been employed were re- 
warded. The Count de Rantzau was made a 
Knight of the order of the Elephant, and a Ge- 
neral of Infantry; Köller received the order of 
| anne, and the rank of Lieutenant General, 3 
TH and 
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and was beſides ennobled with the name of Ban- 
ner, which had been formerly borne by an anci- 
ent family, now extinct. Eichſtädt, promoted, 
at firſt, to the rank of Lieutenant General, was, 

afterwards, made Governor to the Prince Royal, 
and each officer was advanced one ſtep. _ 
The council of ſtate was re. eſtabliſhed, under 
the name of the ſecret council of the cabinet, and 
appointed to receive the reports of all the affairs 


of the kingdom. The old Count de Tott, the 


Baron de Shack Ratlau, Count d'Oſten, Count 


Rantzau, and Genen Eichſtad obtained ſeats a at = 


this board. 


Sir Robert Keith, upon this G condudted : 
himſelf with the greateſt dignity and prudence; 
and bis conduct is till mentioned at Copenhagen 
with all the praiſe it deſerves. His declaration to 
Count Often, who was appointed to the manage- 
ment of foreign affairs, was ſhort but energetic. 
| He threatened all the vengeance of his court, if 
the {lighteſt attempt ſhould be made againſt the 
perſon of Matilda, immediately diſpatched a cou- 
lier to England, and avoided, as much as poſſible, 
_ appearing at court. N _ 
Struenzee behaved in the weakeſt n manner from . 
the firſt moment of his impriſonment, to that in | 
_ which he expired under the moſt cruel torments 
ou. a ſcaffold. Brandt, on the "Fs to his 


hateſt i 
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lateſt breath, preſerdkdd his ba of mind, and 
exhibited an intrepidity of conduct, a portion of 
which would, perhaps, have ſaved his friend and 
the unhaþpy victims of his ambition. SR 
Of thoſe who were impriſoned, many v were re- 
"Jeaied, with the loſs of their employments, and an 


order to quit the capital. Madame Göhler was 


forbid to appear at court, and her huſband, Ge- 


neral Göhler, was broke and baniſhed to the 


iſlands of Zealand and Fionia, but with permil- 


ſion to retain his penſion of one thouſand crowns. 


Colonel Falkenſchiold, having been the intimate 
friend of Struenzee, was confined for life in the 


_ citadel of Munkholm, with an allowance of half | 
a crown a day. | 


The brother of Struenzee Was ; releaſed, but 


was forbid ever to ſpeak, or write, upon the ſub⸗ 


ject of the revolution. The Vice Admiral Han- 
ſen, Lieutenant Colonel Heſſelberg, Willebr andt, 
the counſellor of ſtate, and ſeveral others were 8 
baniſhed, but were allowed to preſerve. ſome 
| ſmall penſions. . 
Such is the hiſtory, and fuch was the end ofa 1 


man, who, born in obſcurity, raiſed himſelf to the 


higheſt degree of exaltation, and was from thence 


precipitated into an abyſs of miſery by his unli- : 
mited ambition, and by a conduct at once raſh 
and puſillanimous. His fall involved the v. clfare | 


of 
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of a young Queen, whe virtucs deſer 
ter fate, together withthat | of her ey: i ntimat 
friends * 


Lam, Kc. &c&c; 


* The information given in thforegoing hiſtory is drawn partly from in- 
telligence collected by the authqupon the ſpot, and partly from the pancrs 
of a perſon, who was included the dilprace of Strucnzee, and died in 1722 
His name was known in the nablie of letters, the German Reviews hat- 
ing more than once taken no te of his 5 | 

The work has evident mar of partiality and paſſicn, and, therefore, or. 
| thoſe facts are mentioned he which the preſe nt ORs has 1caſon to thin! 
well ſtated. Its title is as ds: | | ; 
 Authentiſche und hoſtenerk 2 iſb auflarungen, &. i. c.— Auth entie and re- 
markable Elucidations, relag to the Riitory of the Counts Struenzee and 
Brandt, contained in a Maſe cipt cot npoſed by an illuftrions, but anony— 
mous Author, falt printed, Germany in 1788. 
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